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We must form perfect models in thought and look at them 
continually, or we shall never carve them out in grand and 
noble lives. Let unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, 
holiness, love — the kingdom of heaven — reign within us, and 
sin, disease, and death will diminish until they finally disap-
pear.

 Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on 
sense-testimony, give up imperfect models and illusive ideals; 
and so let us have one God, one Mind, and that one perfect, 
producing His own models of excellence.

from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by 
Mary Baker Eddy, pages 248 to 249
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William Penn was one the first great heros of American liberty. His vision and 
work help create a foundation for the important freedoms found in the United States.

William set an enormously important example of liberty and how a free society 
could actually work when he purchased the land we know as the state of Pennsylvania. 
He bravely showed how individuals of different races and religions can live together 
peacefully. In a world with little freedom, he worked hard for religious choice, 
personal freedoms, and to create a safe place for those who were persecuted.

Philadelphia, a city he planned, became the first site for American liberty, where 
Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, one of the most important 
documents in United States history, and where delegates drafted the Constitution to 
the United States based on these principles.

William Penn was born on October 14, 1644, in London, England. His father was an 
admiral in the English navy and a wealthy landowner. His mother was very religious 
and taught him about God. He attended a school where he met Puritans, and at the 
age of 12, William heard Thomas Loe, a Quaker preach to his family. This experience 
had a great impact on him and inspired him to be a follower of Christ.

Can you imagine living in a place where you could not choose your own religion? 
That’s what life was like for William in the 17th century. He lived in England where 
everyone was expected to follow the laws of King Charles II, which included 
attending and following the rules of the Church of England. However, some people 
wanted to join other Christian churches, such as the Puritans and the Quakers. This 
was considered illegal and people could be put in jail for joining them. Not to belong 
to the church of England was considered a serious crime.

For many years in England William was a leading defender of religious freedom. 
He had a dream that everyone could be free to choose how they lived and what they 
believed in.  

This painting, is based on a 
circa 1770 version of William 
Penn in Armor, itself a copy 

created by an unknown artist.
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In 1660, William entered the University of Oxford, and 2 years later was kicked out for 
not following the religion there. He became interested in the right of each individual to 
think for himself, especially to worship God as each thought best.

William became a Quaker when he was twenty-two. Quakers believed that everyone 
could talk to God directly without the interference of a priest or a minister. They did not 
believe in the pomp and splendor of the Church of England. In spite of being punished 
for their beliefs, Quakers would not give up. William was arrested six times for attending 
Quaker meetings and speaking out. Although he was released because of his famous 
father, his father was not happy with him and forced him out of the house. He lived with 
other Quaker families for a while. In the early 1660s, the English government established 
laws that made William’s life very difficult. The first law prohibited  religious minorities 
from worshiping in groups of more than 5 people. Later it became illegal to meet together 
at all.  In 1670 William was arrested, and he defended himself in court. The jury would 
not say that William broke the law, so he was set free. In another one of his court cases 
he helped secure the right to trial by jury. William used his diplomatic skills and family 
connections to get large numbers of Quakers out of jail.

By 1680, it became clear to William that the political situation in England was becoming 
worse, especially for religious and political dissenters like the Quakers. He decided that a 
colony in America would be the solution. While King Charles II disapproved of William’s 
dissenting religious views, the king owed money to William’s father, Sir William. In May 
1680, the king presented William with a title for forty-five thousand acres in the New 
World in payment for a debt of 16,000 pounds. The land  was named Pennsylvania in 
honor of William’s father. Later he wrote, “God hath made it a matter of religious exercise 
to my soul in getting and settling this land.”

Type of Ship like  the 
“Welcome” that William Penn 
sailed to America – made from 
an engraving of the period.
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In 1681, William wrote that Pennsylvania would one day become “the seed of a nation.” 
He also wrote in a letter that those who came to Pennsylvania came, “not to be rich, but 
to plant the Lord’s earth.” William believed that the charter was a gift from God, “that an 
example may be set up to the nations: ... for such an holy experiment.”

In 1682, William and many other Quakers left England and sailed for the New World 
on a ship they named “Welcome.” People from all over Europe poured into this new land 
seeking religious freedom.

When arriving one of the first things William did was negotiate peaceful purchases 
from the Native Americans. He took time to gain Lenape language skills so he would, “not 
need an interpreter.” He traveled unarmed among the Indians and visited Shackamaxon, 
a Lenape village on the Delaware River. There, he purchased much of the land upon 
which Philadelphia now sits. This has gone down in history as the “Great Treaty.” Under 
the great Treaty, the Indians and settlers lived together in peace for about seventy years. 
He included them in juries and gave them fair trials. His successful example caused 
people in Europe to notice.

William started the task of building a new colony, proposing liberties that were 
far ahead of his time, including division of government powers and the right to self-
government. He felt that all should have freedom under God and the right of every 
man to think and believe and worship as he saw fit. Settlers to the New World were not 
seeking freedom from Christianity, but freedom from the tyranny of oppressive state 
churches.

Penn’s Treaty with the Indians 
is an oil on canvas painting 

created by Edward Hicks from 
1840 to 1844.
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He insisted that women deserved equal rights with men. He gave Pennsylvania a 
constitution which limited the power of government,  included humane laws,  fair taxes and 
protected rights of private property. The constitution guaranteed the freedom of worship 
and many fundamental liberties. William was very involved in laying out the streets in 
Philadelphia in straight lines forming a grid. William envisioned not a complete separation 
of God from government, but a government based on Biblical principles by keeping the 
Golden Rule that respected all its citizens. The constitution was called the “Frame of 
Government” which was considered a foundation for the Republic later created for the 
United States.

Pennsylvania was the only English colony to refrain from establishing an official church. 
This was in keeping with his personal belief that “Religion and policy … are two distinct 
things.”

William stood firm for what he regarded as the fundamental rights of life and liberty, 
and followed a God-given purpose that we can be grateful for.

He had the moral courage to stand alone and did not compromise when conformity was 
considered a virtue, nor did he give in to the pressure from powerful people. He once said, 
“Right is right, even if everyone is against it, and wrong is wrong, even if everyone is for it.”

Years later, the Quakers in America became one of the first and most outspoken an-
ti-slavery groups, and helped many escape slavery when it was dangerous to do so.

Old Map of Philadelphia 1700
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William is known for his great writing. Below is one of the things he wrote for his chil-
dren giving them spiritual advice. It is a good example of his devotion to God.

“Children, Fear God; that is to say, have an holy awe upon your minds to avoid that 
which is evil, and a strict care to embrace and do that which is good.”

Then he quotes John 3: 2O, 21, counseling them to watch that their deeds, words and 
thoughts, be of God. He taught them that doing this will bring them into Christ’s way and 
they will become the children of the Light.

He continued his letter telling them to put on, “your Holy armor, by which you may see 
and resist temptations.” He encouraged them to read, “The holy scriptures ... which from 
my youth loved to read, and blessed to me, and which I charge you to read daily.”

He wrote of the importance of not letting their love for God die out and the importance 
of church, “in pure fear, love, and conscience to God your creator, ... be not weary, or think 
the time long till it be over, but let your eye be to God and He will be your refreshment and 
reward; for you shall return with His love, mercy, and blessings.”

In 1698, Francis Place sketched this 
chalk drawing, the only other known 
likeness created of Penn from life, 
and was possibly created without 
Penn’s knowledge. Quakers in the 
1600s considered portraits a sign 
of vanity and avoided having their 
images captured.
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“I freed a thousand slaves. I could have freed a thousand more if only they knew they were slaves.” - 
Harriet 

 Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator

© 2007 - 2022 Education.com

William Penn

L U I P I V U I R O H H I W I
A N R N H U C A G I I I S U J
M I G W D I Q H M N G K F R X
W M O F Y E L M E E G H N I E
C O U C R C P A G I Z V T K L
E U R B V E A E D O U G N S I
R F B S J P E B N E C O F Z B
J A H M H V L D M D L D L Z E
F I U S Z I A Y O O E P B F R
H R Z C Q Z P L Z M N N H L T
U F D U H W N W D G E K C I Y
P F F K W D Q U A K E R A E A
L E B A J J D X L V C O A X L
S S E T T L E R S F Q G T R Z
R B E C J E F S G E M J V C Y

freedom
liberty

Philadelphia 

worship 

fair

independence settlers 

Quaker rights 

God

®


