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The Lesson is to be studied daily during the week
prior to the Sunday date.

SUNDAY JANUARY 3, 2021

SUBJECT—GOD
GOLDEN TEXT: NUMBERS 6 : 24-26

“The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Isaiah 2 : 2-5
Philippians 4 : 7

2.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it.

3.

And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.

4.

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

5.

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.

7.

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 29 : 11

11

The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.

2.

Leviticus 25 : 1

1

And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying,

3.

Leviticus 26 : 3, 4, 6 (to :), 8, 12, 13

3

If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them;

4

Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees
of the field shall yield their fruit.

6

And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid:

8

And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to
flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.

12

And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.

13

I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye
should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go
upright.

4.

II Chronicles 20 : 1, 3 (to 2nd ,), 4 (to :), 6, 9, 12, 14 (to 1st ,), 14 (came),
15 (to 5th ,), 17, 18, 20-22, 30

1

It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and
with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.

3

And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD,

4

And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD:
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6

And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou
over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so
that none is able to withstand thee?

9

If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand
before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee
in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

12

O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company
that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.

14

Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, … came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of
the congregation;

15

And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king
Jehoshaphat,

17

Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation
of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go
out against them: for the Lord will be with you.

18

And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.

20

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as
they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of
Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his
prophets, so shall ye prosper.

21

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and
that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say,
Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.

22

And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the
children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they
were smitten.

30

So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about.
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5.

II Chronicles 7 : 14

14

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.

6.

Isaiah 32 : 17, 18

17

And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness
and assurance for ever.

18

And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet
resting places;

7.

Isaiah 57 : 15, 19-21

15

For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

19

I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near,
saith the LORD; and I will heal him.

20

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire
and dirt.

21

There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

8.

Isaiah 59 : 1, 2

1

Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that
it cannot hear:

2

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will not hear.

9.

Haggai 1 : 5, 6, 9 (Why)

5

Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.
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6

Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye
are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages
earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.

9

Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every
man unto his own house.

10.

Haggai 2 : 6-9

6

For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;

7

And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.

8

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.

9

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts:
and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.

Science and Health
1.

465 : 8-1

Question. — What is God?
Answer. — God is incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life,
Truth, Love.
Question. — Are these terms synonymous?
Answer. — They are. They refer to one absolute God. They are also intended to express the
nature, essence, and wholeness of Deity. The attributes of God are justice, mercy, wisdom,
goodness, and so on.
Question. — Is there more than one God or Principle?
Answer. — There is not. Principle and its idea is one, and this one is God, omnipotent,
omniscient, and omnipresent Being, and His reflection is man and the universe.
2.

516 : 9-12

God fashions all things, after His own likeness. Life is reflected in existence, Truth in
truthfulness, God in goodness, which impart their own peace and permanence.
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328 : 4-13

Mortals suppose that they can live without goodness, when God is good and the only real Life.
What is the result? Understanding little about the divine Principle which saves and heals,
mortals get rid of sin, sickness, and death only in belief. These errors are not thus really
destroyed, and must therefore cling to mortals until, here or hereafter, they gain the true understanding of God in the Science which destroys human delusions about Him and reveals the
grand realities of His allness.
4.

329 : 26 (If)-31

If men understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for
recourse to the spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is
plunged, the more intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth.
5.

324 : 7-18

Unless the harmony and immortality of man are becoming more apparent, we are not gaining the
true idea of God; and the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be Truth or error,
understanding or belief, Spirit or matter. Therefore "acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at
peace." Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the
understanding that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer
sin, sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of
Spirit, or life in God.
6.

265 : 5-15, 23-5

Mortals must gravitate Godward, their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near the
broader interpretations of being, and gain some proper sense of the infinite, — in order that sin
and mortality may be put off.
This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man's absorption into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a wider
sphere of thought and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace.
Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The
aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and
Love. The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart. The
pains of sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is spiritual.
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The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the
affections from sense to Soul, where the creations of God are good, "rejoicing the heart." Such is
the sword of Science, with which Truth decapitates error, materiality giving place to man's
higher individuality and destiny.
7.

540 : 5-16

In Isaiah we read: "I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;" but the prophet
referred to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmost, when bringing it to the
surface and reducing it to its common denominator, nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be
stirred in order to purify the stream. In moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil,
illusion, are aggravated, we may think in our ignorance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but
we ought to know that God's law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only that Truth may
annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin.
8.

225 : 25-31

The despotic tendencies, inherent in mortal mind and always germinating in new forms of
tyranny, must be rooted out through the action of the divine Mind.
Men and women of all climes and races are still in bondage to material sense, ignorant how to
obtain their freedom.
9.

226 : 5-17

The voice of God in behalf of the African slave was still echoing in our land, when the voice of
the herald of this new crusade sounded the keynote of universal freedom, asking a fuller
acknowledgment of the rights of man as a Son of God, demanding that the fetters of sin, sickness, and death be stricken from the human mind and that its freedom be won, not through
human warfare, not with bayonet and blood, but through Christ's divine Science.
God has built a higher platform of human rights, and He has built it on diviner claims. These
claims are not made through code or creed, but in demonstration of "on earth peace, good-will
toward men."
10.

232 : 7-10 (to ;)

Security for the claims of harmonious and eternal being is found only in divine Science.
Scripture informs us that "with God all things are possible," — all good is possible to Spirit;
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96 : 12-20

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there
will be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up
of material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and
death, which assume new phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will
continue until the end of error, when all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.
12.

323 : 6-12

Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite
tasks of truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks
enraptured, and conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY JANUARY 10, 2021

SUBJECT—SACRAMENT
GOLDEN TEXT: II CHRONICLES 34 : 27

“Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God,
when thou heardest his words, I have even heard thee also, saith the LORD.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Deuteronomy 8 : 1-4, 11, 17, 18
1.

All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye
may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your
fathers.

2.

And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart,
whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

3.

And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD
doth man live.

4.

Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these forty years.

11.

Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and
his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:

17.

And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this
wealth.

18.

But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get
wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this
day.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Micah 6 : 6-8

6

Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?

7

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

2.

Deuteronomy 5 : 1-4

1

And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and
judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do
them.

2

The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.

3

The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us
here alive this day.

4

The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire,

3.

Deuteronomy 6 : 1, 4-8, 18

1

Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your
God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess
it:

4

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

5

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy might.

6

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
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7

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.

8

And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes.

18

And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be
well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the LORD
sware unto thy fathers,

4.

Deuteronomy 7 : 9

9

Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth
covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand
generations;

5.

Mark 1 : 14 (Jesus)-22, 32-39

14

Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,

15

And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and
believe the gospel.

16

Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a
net into the sea: for they were fishers.

17

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of
men.

18

And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.

19

And when he had gone a little further thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets.

20

And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the
hired servants, and went after him.

21

And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the
synagogue, and taught.
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22

And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority,
and not as the scribes.

32

And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them
that were possessed with devils.

33

And all the city was gathered together at the door.

34

And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and
suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him.

35

And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a
solitary place, and there prayed.

36

And Simon and they that were with him followed after him.

37

And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee.

38

And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for
therefore came I forth.

39

And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.

6.

Mark 12 : 28-34 (to 1st .)

28

And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving
that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?

29

And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord
our God is one Lord:

30

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

31

And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is
none other commandment greater than these.

32

And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God;
and there is none other but he:
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33

And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul,
and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices.

34

And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from
the kingdom of God.

7.

Hebrews 8 : 8 (Behold), 10, 11

8

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and with the house of Judah:

10

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to me a people:

11

And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.

8.

Hebrews 9 : 13 (to 1st ,), 13 (sanctifieth), 14

13

For if the blood of bulls and of goats, … sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

14

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Science and Health
1.

183 : 21-25

Divine Mind rightly demands man's entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is
made for any lesser loyalty. Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to
error superinduces loss of power.
2.

3 : 14 (to)-16

…to understand God is the work of eternity, and demands absolute consecration of thought,
energy, and desire.
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40 : 25-30

Our heavenly Father, divine Love, demands that all men should follow the example of our
Master and his apostles and not merely worship his personality. It is sad that the phrase divine
service has come so generally to mean public worship instead of daily deeds.
4.

32 : 3-14

In ancient Rome a soldier was required to swear allegiance to his general. The Latin word for
this oath was sacramentum, and our English word sacrament is derived from it. Among the Jews
it was an ancient custom for the master of a feast to pass each guest a cup of wine. But the
Eucharist does not commemorate a Roman soldier’s oath, nor was the wine, used on convivial
occasions and in Jewish rites, the cup of our Lord. The cup shows forth his bitter experience, —
the cup which he prayed might pass from him, though he bowed in holy submission to the
divine decree.
5.

33 : 27-17

Christians, are you drinking his cup? Have you shared the blood of the New Covenant, the
persecutions which attend a new and higher understanding of God? If not, can you then say that
you have commemorated Jesus in his cup? Are all who eat bread and drink wine in memory of
Jesus willing truly to drink his cup, take his cross, and leave all for the Christ-principle? Then
why ascribe this inspiration to a dead rite, instead of showing, by casting out error and making
the body "holy, acceptable unto God," that Truth has come to the understanding? If Christ,
Truth, has come to us in demonstration, no other commemoration is requisite, for demonstration
is Immanuel, or God with us; and if a friend be with us, why need we memorials of that friend?
If all who ever partook of the sacrament had really commemorated the sufferings of Jesus and
drunk of his cup, they would have revolutionized the world. If all who seek his commemoration
through material symbols will take up the cross, heal the sick, cast out evils, and preach Christ,
or Truth, to the poor, — the receptive thought, — they will bring in the millennium.
6.

25 : 26-32

Implicit faith in the Teacher and all the emotional love we can bestow on him, will never alone
make us imitators of him. We must go and do likewise, else we are not improving the great
blessings which our Master worked and suffered to bestow upon us. The divinity of the Christ
was made manifest in the humanity of Jesus.
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54 : 10-13

That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus' intense human sacrifice.
8.

11 : 22-27

We know that a desire for holiness is requisite in order to gain holiness; but if we desire holiness
above all else, we shall sacrifice everything for it. We must be willing to do this, that we may
walk securely in the only practical road to holiness.
9.

15 : 26-32

Self-forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down
infinite blessings. Trustworthiness is the foundation of enlightened faith. Without a fitness for
holiness, we cannot receive holiness.
10.

261 : 31-5

We should forget our bodies in remembering good and the human race. Good demands of man
every hour, in which to work out the problem of being. Consecration to good does not lessen
man's dependence on God, but heightens it. Neither does consecration diminish man's
obligations to God, but shows the paramount necessity of meeting them.
11.

167 : 32-3

Substituting good words for a good life, fair seeming for straightforward character, is a poor
shift for the weak and worldly, who think the standard of Christian Science too high for them.
12.

462 : 9-19

If the student goes away to practise Truth's teachings only in part, dividing his interests between
God and mammon and substituting his own views for Truth, he will inevitably reap the error he
sows. Whoever would demonstrate the healing of Christian Science must abide strictly by its
rules, heed every statement, and advance from the rudiments laid down. There is nothing
difficult nor toilsome in this task, when the way is pointed out; but self-denial, sincerity,
Christianity, and persistence alone win the prize, as they usually do in every department of life.
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458 : 25 (The)-11

The Christian Scientist wisely shapes his course, and is honest and consistent in following the
leadings of divine Mind. He must prove, through living as well as healing and teaching, that
Christ's way is the only one by which mortals are radically saved from sin and sickness.
Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter to Spirit, as the flower turns from darkness
to light. Man then appropriates those things which "eye hath not seen nor ear heard." Paul and
John had a clear apprehension that, as mortal man achieves no worldly honors except by sacrifice, so he must gain heavenly riches by forsaking all worldliness. Then he will have nothing in
common with the worldling's affections, motives, and aims. Judge not the future advancement of
Christian Science by the steps already taken, lest you yourself be condemned for failing to take
the first step.
14.

254 : 10-15

When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect
mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the
strife of demonstrating the great problem of being, is doing much.
15.

21 : 9-14

If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns away from
material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in
earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the right direction, till at last he finishes his
course with joy.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY JANUARY 17, 2021

SUBJECT—LIFE
GOLDEN TEXT: ROMANS 6 : 23

“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

RESPONSIVE READING: John 17 : 1, 3
Romans 8 : 1-4, 6

1.

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.

3.

This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.

1.

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

3.

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4.

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

6.

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

John 1 : 1, 3, 4

1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

3

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

4

In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

2.

John 3 : 10 (Jesus) only, 10 (said) only, 14 (as)-17

10

Jesus … said

14

…as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted
up:

15

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.

3.

John 6 : 35, 38, 40 (to :), 63

35

And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger;
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

38

For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

40

And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth
on him, may have everlasting life:

63

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.
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4.

Luke 10 : 25-37

25

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?

26

He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?

27

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.

28

And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.

29

But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?

30

And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell
among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead.

31

And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side.

32

And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by
on the other side.

33

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he
had compassion on him,

34

And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35

And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host,
and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come
again, I will repay thee.

36

Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the
thieves?

37

And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou
likewise.
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5.

John 5 : 24, 25 (I), 26, 28, 29

24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life.

25

I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God: and they that hear shall live.

26

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;

28

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice,

29

And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

6.

John 8 : 51

51

Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.

7.

Galatians 6 : 7-10

7

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.

8

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

9

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

10

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who
are of the household of faith.

8.

I John 2 : 15-17

15

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.
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16

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

17

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever.

9.

I John 5 : 20

20

And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we
may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God, and eternal life.

Science and Health
1.

246 : 27-31

Life is eternal. We should find this out, and begin the demonstration thereof. Life and goodness
are immortal. Let us then shape our views of existence into loveliness, freshness, and continuity,
rather than into age and blight.
2.

331 : 1 (God)-6

God is divine Life, and Life is no more confined to the forms which reflect it than substance is
in its shadow. If life were in mortal man or material things, it would be subject to their
limitations and would end in death. Life is Mind, the creator reflected in His creations.
3.

434 : 31 (God)-32

God made Man immortal and amenable to Spirit only.
4.

209 : 1-4

Man, being immortal, has a perfect indestructible life. It is the mortal belief which makes the
body discordant and diseased in proportion as ignorance, fear, or human will governs mortals.
5.

429 : 31-12

Jesus said (John viii. 51), "If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death." That statement is
not confined to spiritual life, but includes all the phenomena of existence. Jesus demonstrated
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this, healing the dying and raising the dead. Mortal mind must part with error, must put off itself
with its deeds, and immortal manhood, the Christ ideal, will appear. Faith should enlarge its
borders and strengthen its base by resting upon Spirit instead of matter. When man gives up his
belief in death, he will advance more rapidly towards God, Life, and Love. Belief in sickness
and death, as certainly as belief in sin, tends to shut out the true sense of Life and health. When
will mankind wake to this great fact in Science?
6.

25 : 13-19

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine
Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death. Jesus presented the ideal of
God better than could any man whose origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to God, he
demonstrated more spiritually than all others the Principle of being.
7.

26 : 28-32

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real
being which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of religion
and worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love.
8.

27 : 10-21

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with
his scientific statement: "Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up."
It is as if he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in
matter to be destroyed.
Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of Science at
the root of material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false doctrine of
pantheism, — that God, or Life, is in or of matter.
9.

51 : 15-21

He knew that matter had no life and that real Life is God; therefore he could no more be
separated from his spiritual Life than God could be extinguished.
His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through doing the works
which he did and taught others to do.
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289 : 1-7

Truth demonstrated is eternal life. Mortal man can never rise from the temporal débris of error,
belief in sin, sickness, and death, until he learns that God is the only Life. The belief that life and
sensation are in the body should be overcome by the understanding of what constitutes man as
the image of God. Then Spirit will have overcome the flesh.
11.

305 : 22-30

In the illusion of life that is here to-day and gone to-morrow, man would be wholly mortal, were
it not that Love, the divine Principle that obtains in divine Science, destroys all error and brings
immortality to light. Because man is the reflection of his Maker, he is not subject to birth,
growth, maturity, decay. These mortal dreams are of human origin, not divine.
12.

317 : 16-20

The individuality of man is no less tangible because it is spiritual and because his life is not at
the mercy of matter. The understanding of his spiritual individuality makes man more real, more
formidable in truth, and enables him to conquer sin, disease, and death.
13.

324 : 13 (Be)-18

Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the
understanding that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer
sin, sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of
Spirit, or life in God.
14.

322 : 3-13

When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a
spiritual basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall
perceive Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle. This must be the climax before
harmonious and immortal man is obtained and his capabilities revealed. It is highly important —
in view of the immense work to be accomplished before this recognition of divine Science can
come — to turn our thoughts towards divine Principle, that finite belief may be prepared to
relinquish its error.
15.

496 : 9 (We)-27

We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself: Am I living the life that approaches the
supreme good? Am I demonstrating the healing power of Truth and Love? If so, then the way
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2021
SUBJECT: LIFE

Page 8

will grow brighter "unto the perfect day." Your fruits will prove what the understanding of God
brings to man. Hold perpetually this thought, — that it is the spiritual idea, the Holy Ghost and
Christ, which enables you to demonstrate, with scientific certainty, the rule of healing, based
upon its divine Principle, Love, underlying, overlying, and encompassing all true being.
"The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law," — the law of mortal belief, at war
with the facts of immortal Life, even with the spiritual law which says to the grave, "Where is
thy victory?" But "when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory."
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY JANUARY 24, 2021

SUBJECT—TRUTH
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 86 : 11

“Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 100 : 1-5

1.

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

2.

Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

3.

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

4.

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto
him, and bless his name.

5.

For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 117 : 1, 2

1

O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.

2

For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever.
Praise ye the LORD.

2.

II Kings 20 : 1-11

1

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz
came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou
shalt die, and not live.

2

Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying,

3

I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with
a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

4

And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the
LORD came to him, saying,

5

Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of
David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee:
on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD.

6

And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the
hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my
servant David’s sake.

7

And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he
recovered.

8

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and
that I shall go up into the house of the LORD the third day?

9

And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing
that he hath spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees?
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10

And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees: nay,
but let the shadow return backward ten degrees.

11

And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the LORD: and he brought the shadow ten degrees
backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz.

3.

Isaiah 25 : 1, 8

1

O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done
wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.

8

He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all
faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD
hath spoken it.

4.

John 4 : 1, 3-7, 9-11, 13-26

1

When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized
more disciples than John,

3

He left Judæa, and departed again into Galilee.

4

And he must needs go through Samaria.

5

Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

6

Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on
the well: and it was about the sixth hour.

7

There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

9

Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink
of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the
Samaritans.

10

Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith
to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given
thee living water.
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11

The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep:
from whence then hast thou that living water?

13

Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

14

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

15

The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to
draw.

16

Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.

17

The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well
said, I have no husband:

18

For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that
saidst thou truly.

19

The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

20

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where
men ought to worship.

21

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.

23

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

25

The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he
is come, he will tell us all things.

26

Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.
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5.

John 17 : 1, 6, 17

1

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

6

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

17

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

Science and Health
1.

vii : 13-21

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems,
knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of
materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the steppingstone to faith. The
only guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal.
Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever."
2.

259 : 6-14

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ
Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their
poor thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and
dying. The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect
Principle and idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and
demonstration.
3.

286 : 1-15

To seek Truth through belief in a human doctrine is not to understand the infinite. We must not
seek the immutable and immortal through the finite, mutable, and mortal, and so depend upon
belief instead of demonstration, for this is fatal to a knowledge of Science. The understanding of
Truth gives full faith in Truth, and spiritual understanding is better than all burnt offerings.
The Master said, "No man cometh unto the Father [the divine Principle of being] but by me,"
Christ, Life, Truth, Love; for Christ says, "I am the way." Physical causation was put aside from
first to last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the divine Principle, Love, creates and
governs all that is real.
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231 : 3-11

Unless an ill is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never conquered. If God
destroys not sin, sickness, and death, they are not destroyed in the mind of mortals, but seem to
this so-called mind to be immortal. What God cannot do, man need not attempt. If God heals not
the sick, they are not healed, for no lesser power equals the infinite All-power; but God, Truth,
Life, Love, does heal the sick through the prayer of the righteous.
5.

167 : 22-31

It is not wise to take a halting and half-way position or to expect to work equally with Spirit and
matter, Truth and error. There is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which leads to
spiritual being. The scientific government of the body must be attained through the divine Mind.
It is impossible to gain control over the body in any other way. On this fundamental point, timid
conservatism is absolutely inadmissible. Only through radical reliance on Truth can scientific
healing power be realized.
6.

230 : 1-10

If sickness is real, it belongs to immortality; if true, it is a part of Truth. Would you attempt with
drugs, or without, to destroy a quality or condition of Truth? But if sickness and sin are
illusions, the awakening from this mortal dream, or illusion, will bring us into health, holiness,
and immortality. This awakening is the forever coming of Christ, the advanced appearing of
Truth, which casts out error and heals the sick. This is the salvation which comes through God,
the divine Principle, Love, as demonstrated by Jesus.
7.

130 : 26-5

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth, and
doubts the supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous
claims of evil and doubt them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake
it, — no longer imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent? Truth should not seem so
surprising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem so real as truth. Sickness should not
seem so real as health. There is no error in Science, and our lives must be governed by reality in
order to be in harmony with God, the divine Principle of all being.
8.

120 : 17-24

The Science of Mind-healing shows it to be impossible for aught but Mind to testify truly or to
exhibit the real status of man. Therefore the divine Principle of Science, reversing the testimony
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of the physical senses, reveals man as harmoniously existent in Truth, which is the only basis of
health; and thus Science denies all disease, heals the sick, overthrows false evidence, and refutes
materialistic logic.
9.

288 : 31-7

The eternal Truth destroys what mortals seem to have learned from error, and man's real
existence as a child of God comes to light. Truth demonstrated is eternal life. Mortal man can
never rise from the temporal débris of error, belief in sin, sickness, and death, until he learns that
God is the only Life. The belief that life and sensation are in the body should be overcome by
the understanding of what constitutes man as the image of God. Then Spirit will have overcome
the flesh.
10.

367 : 30-32

Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in
goodness, error, Truth's opposite, has no might.
11.

368 : 2-9

The confidence inspired by Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error is
a coward before Truth. Divine Science insists that time will prove all this. Both truth and error
have come nearer than ever before to the apprehension of mortals, and truth will become still
clearer as error is self-destroyed.
12.

174 : 17-21

The thunder of Sinai and the Sermon on the Mount are pursuing and will overtake the ages,
rebuking in their course all error and proclaiming the kingdom of heaven on earth. Truth is
revealed. It needs only to be practised.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY JANUARY 31, 2021

SUBJECT—LOVE
GOLDEN TEXT: ROMANS 13 : 10

“Love is the fulfilling of the law.”

RESPONSIVE READING: I John 4 : 7-12, 16, 17

7.

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of
God, and knoweth God.

8.

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

9.

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

10.

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

11.

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

12.

No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his
love is perfected in us.

16.

And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

17.

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment:
because as he is, so are we in this world.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Jeremiah 31 : 3

3

The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

2.

Luke 4 : 1 (to 1st ,)

1

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,

3.

Luke 7 : 11-16

11

And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his
disciples went with him, and much people.

12

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out,
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with
her.

13

And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

14

And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young
man, I say unto thee, Arise.

15

And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

16

And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen
up among us; and, That God hath visited his people.

4.

Matthew 20 : 30-34

30

And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus passed
by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.

31

And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they cried the
more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.
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32

And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What will ye that I shall do unto you?

33

They say unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened.

34

So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes
received sight, and they followed him.

5.

Mark 1 : 40-42

40

And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying
unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

41

And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto
him, I will; be thou clean.

42

And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was
cleansed.

6.

John 15 : 8-12

8

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

9

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.

10

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s
commandments, and abide in his love.

11

These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full.

12

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

7.

Romans 8 : 28, 31 (If), 35, 37-39

28

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose.

31

If God be for us, who can be against us?
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35

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

37

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

38

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come,

39

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

8.

I Peter 3 : 8 (be ye)-12 (to :)

8

…be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be
courteous:

9

Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that
ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.

10

For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his
lips that they speak no guile:

11

Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers:

9.

I Corinthians 13 : 1-13

1

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

2

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge;
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am
nothing.

3

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
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4

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up,

5

Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil;

6

Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;

7

Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

8

Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

9

For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

10

But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

11

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but
when I became a man, I put away childish things.

12

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I am known.

13

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Science and Health
1.

6 : 17-18

"God is Love." More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go.
2.

113 : 5-8

The vital part, the heart and soul of Christian Science, is Love. Without this, the letter is but the
dead body of Science, — pulseless, cold, inanimate.
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572 : 12-17

Love fulfils the law of Christian Science, and nothing short of this divine Principle, understood
and demonstrated, can ever furnish the vision of the Apocalypse, open the seven seals of error
with Truth, or uncover the myriad illusions of sin, sickness, and death.
4.

454 : 17-21

Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires,
illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength
and freedom to speech and action.
5.

520 : 3 (The)-9

The depth, breadth, height, might, majesty, and glory of infinite Love fill all space. That is
enough! Human language can repeat only an infinitesimal part of what exists. The absolute
ideal, man, is no more seen nor comprehended by mortals, than is His infinite Principle, Love.
6.

494 : 10-19

Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine
that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period
of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.
The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as
well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from its own
convictions and seek safety in divine Science.
7.

52 : 19-28

The "man of sorrows" best understood the nothingness of material life and intelligence and the
mighty actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were the two cardinal points of Mind-healing,
or Christian Science, which armed him with Love. The highest earthly representative of God,
speaking of human ability to reflect divine power, prophetically said to his disciples, speaking
not for their day only but for all time: "He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also;" and "These signs shall follow them that believe."
8.

53 : 8-15

The reputation of Jesus was the very opposite of his character. Why? Because the divine
Principle and practice of Jesus were misunderstood. He was at work in divine Science. His
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words and works were unknown to the world because above and contrary to the world's
religious sense. Mortals believed in God as humanly mighty, rather than as divine, infinite Love.
9.

54 : 8-17

Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in
Christ, the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or
sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus' intense human sacrifice. In witness of
his divine commission, he presented the proof that Life, Truth, and Love heal the sick and the
sinning, and triumph over death through Mind, not matter. This was the highest proof he could
have offered of divine Love.
10.

364 : 32-24

Did the careless doctor, the nurse, the cook, and the brusque business visitor sympathetically
know the thorns they plant in the pillow of the sick and the heavenly homesick looking away
from earth, — Oh, did they know! — this knowledge would do much more towards healing the
sick and preparing their helpers for the "midnight call," than all cries of "Lord, Lord!" The
benign thought of Jesus, finding utterance in such words as "Take no thought for your life,"
would heal the sick, and so enable them to rise above the supposed necessity for physical
thought-taking and doctoring; but if the unselfish affections be lacking, and common sense and
common humanity are disregarded, what mental quality remains, with which to evoke healing
from the outstretched arm of righteousness?
If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished
at one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning
sunshine. If the Scientist has enough Christly affection to win his own pardon, and such
commendation as the Magdalen gained from Jesus, then he is Christian enough to practise
scientifically and deal with his patients compassionately; and the result will correspond with the
spiritual intent.
11.

365 : 31-2

The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a
priceless sense of the dear Father's loving-kindness.
12.

366 : 12-19

The physician who lacks sympathy for his fellow-being is deficient in human affection, and we
have the apostolic warrant for asking: "He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
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can he love God whom he hath not seen?" Not having this spiritual affection, the physician lacks
faith in the divine Mind and has not that recognition of infinite Love which alone confers the
healing power.
13.

518 : 19-21

Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality, and goodness, which shine through all
as the blossom shines through the bud.
14.

55 : 16-26

My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of Christ
and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the healing
power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be
fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and
whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and
is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)
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