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SUNDAY APRIL 4, 2021

SUBJECT—UNREALITY
GOLDEN TEXT: REVELATION 19 : 6

“And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,
saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Revelation 19 : 11-16

11.

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

12.

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name
written, that no man knew, but he himself.

13.

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of
God.

14.

And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean.

15.

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he
shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God.

16.

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 40 : 1-5

1

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.

2

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished,
that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD’S hand double for all her
sins.

3

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.

4

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:

5

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

2.

Luke 4 : 14-21

14

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of
him through all the region round about.

15

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

16

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

17

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had
opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

18

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

19

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
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20

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes
of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

21

And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

3.

Luke 8 : 41, 42 (to 1st .), 49-55

41

And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he
fell down at Jesus’ feet, and besought him that he would come into his house:

42

For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying.

49

While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to
him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master.

50

But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be
made whole.

51

And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James,
and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden.

52

And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.

53

And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.

54

And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise.

55

And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her
meat.

4.

Luke 22 : 1, 2

22

Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover.

2

And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the
people.

5.

Luke 23 : 1-4, 20, 21, 24, 33, 34, 45-47

1

And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate.
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2

And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and
forbidding to give tribute to Cæsar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.

3

And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered him and
said, Thou sayest it.

4

Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man.

20

Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them.

21

But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him.

24

And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required.

33

And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him,
and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

34

Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted
his raiment, and cast lots.

45

And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.

46

And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend
my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

47

Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was
a righteous man.

6.

Mark 16 : 9-15, 17-20

9

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.

10

And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept.

11

And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.

12

After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into
the country.

13

And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them.
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14

Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after
he was risen.

15

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

17

And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues;

18

They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

19

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on
the right hand of God.

20

And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

Science and Health
1.

76 : 18-21

Suffering, sinning, dying beliefs are unreal. When divine Science is universally understood, they
will have no power over man, for man is immortal and lives by divine authority.
2.

487 : 27-29

The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens our days by strengthening our trust in the
deathless reality of Life, its almightiness and immortality.
3.

428 : 3-6, 30-10

Life is real, and death is the illusion. A demonstration of the facts of Soul in Jesus' way resolves
the dark visions of material sense into harmony and immortality.
The author has healed hopeless organic disease, and raised the dying to life and health through
the understanding of God as the only Life. It is a sin to believe that aught can overpower
omnipotent and eternal Life, and this Life must be brought to light by the understanding that
there is no death, as well as by other graces of Spirit. We must begin, however, with the more
simple demonstrations of control, and the sooner we begin the better. The final demonstration
takes time for its accomplishment. When walking, we are guided by the eye. We look before our
feet, and if we are wise, we look beyond a single step in the line of spiritual advancement.
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429 : 31-12

Jesus said (John viii. 51), "If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death." That statement is
not confined to spiritual life, but includes all the phenomena of existence. Jesus demonstrated
this, healing the dying and raising the dead. Mortal mind must part with error, must put off itself
with its deeds, and immortal manhood, the Christ ideal, will appear. Faith should enlarge its
borders and strengthen its base by resting upon Spirit instead of matter. When man gives up his
belief in death, he will advance more rapidly towards God, Life, and Love. Belief in sickness
and death, as certainly as belief in sin, tends to shut out the true sense of Life and health. When
will mankind wake to this great fact in Science?
5.

289 : 14-20

The fact that the Christ, or Truth, overcame and still overcomes death proves the "king of
terrors" to be but a mortal belief, or error, which Truth destroys with the spiritual evidences of
Life; and this shows that what appears to the senses to be death is but a mortal illusion, for to the
real man and the real universe there is no death-process.
6.

24 : 27-31

The efficacy of the crucifixion lay in the practical affection and goodness it demonstrated for
mankind. The truth had been lived among men; but until they saw that it enabled their Master to
triumph over the grave, his own disciples could not admit such an event to be possible.
7.

42 : 5-8, 15-2

The universal belief in death is of no advantage. It cannot make Life or Truth apparent. Death
will be found at length to be a mortal dream, which comes in darkness and disappears with the
light.
The resurrection of the great demonstrator of God's power was the proof of his final triumph
over body and matter, and gave full evidence of divine Science, — evidence so important to
mortals. The belief that man has existence or mind separate from God is a dying error. This error
Jesus met with divine Science and proved its nothingness. Because of the wondrous glory which
God bestowed on His anointed, temptation, sin, sickness, and death had no terror for Jesus. Let
men think they had killed the body! Afterwards he would show it to them unchanged. This
demonstrates that in Christian Science the true man is governed by God — by good, not evil —
and is therefore not a mortal but an immortal. Jesus had taught his disciples the Science of this
proof. He was here to enable them to test his still uncomprehended saying, "He that believeth on
me, the works that I do shall he do also." They must understand more fully his Life-principle by
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casting out error, healing the sick, and raising the dead, even as they did understand it after his
bodily departure.
8.

43 : 32-19

Love must triumph over hate. Truth and Life must seal the victory over error and death, before
the thorns can be laid aside for a crown, the benediction follow, "Well done, good and faithful
servant," and the supremacy of Spirit be demonstrated.
The lonely precincts of the tomb gave Jesus a refuge from his foes, a place in which to solve the
great problem of being. His three days' work in the sepulchre set the seal of eternity on time. He
proved Life to be deathless and Love to be the master of hate. He met and mastered on the basis
of Christian Science, the power of Mind over matter, all the claims of medicine, surgery, and
hygiene.
He took no drugs to allay inflammation. He did not depend upon food or pure air to resuscitate
wasted energies. He did not require the skill of a surgeon to heal the torn palms and bind up the
wounded side and lacerated feet, that he might use those hands to remove the napkin and
winding-sheet, and that he might employ his feet as before.
9.

44 : 28-5

His disciples believed Jesus to be dead while he was hidden in the sepulchre, whereas he was
alive, demonstrating within the narrow tomb the power of Spirit to overrule mortal, material
sense. There were rock-ribbed walls in the way, and a great stone must be rolled from the cave's
mouth; but Jesus vanquished every material obstacle, overcame every law of matter, and stepped
forth from his gloomy resting-place, crowned with the glory of a sublime success, an everlasting
victory.
10.

45 : 16-21

Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the
door of human hope and faith, and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath
elevated them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle,
Love.
11.

31 : 17-22 (to .)

Obeying his precious precepts, — following his demonstration so far as we apprehend it, — we
drink of his cup, partake of his bread, are baptized with his purity; and at last we shall rest, sit
down with him, in a full understanding of the divine Principle which triumphs over death.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY APRIL 11, 2021

SUBJECT—ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL?
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 91 : 9, 10

“Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge,
even the most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 91 : 11-16
11.

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

12.

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

13.

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou
trample under feet.

14.

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high,
because he hath known my name.

15.

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver
him, and honour him.

16.

With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Genesis 1 : 1, 26 (to :), 27, 28 (to :), 31 (to 1st .)

1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

26

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:

27

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.

28

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth, and subdue it:

31

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

2.

Psalm 68 : 20

20

He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto GOD the Lord belong the issues from
death.

3.

John 8 : 1-11

1

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

2

And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto
him; and he sat down, and taught them.

3

And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when
they had set her in the midst,

4

They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

5

Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

6

This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.
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7

So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

8

And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

9

And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman
standing in the midst.

10

When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her,
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

11

She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin
no more.

4.

Romans 6 : 12-14, 23

12

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.

13

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God.

14

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

23

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

5.

John 9 : 1-3, 6, 7

1

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.

2

And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind?

3

Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God
should be made manifest in him.

6

When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,
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7

And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He
went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

6.

Matthew 5 : 2, 17, 18

2

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

17

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil.

18

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

7.

Acts 4 : 33

33

And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and
great grace was upon them all.

8.

Acts 5 : 12, 14-16

12

And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the
people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch.

14

And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.)

15

Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and
couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of
them.

16

There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick
folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.

9.

Acts 20 : 7-12

7

And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until
midnight.

8

And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together.
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9

And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep
sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the
third loft, and was taken up dead.

10

And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves;
for his life is in him.

11

When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a
long while, even till break of day, so he departed.

12

And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted.

10.

Acts 26 : 8

8

Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

11.

Luke 1 : 37

37

For with God nothing shall be impossible.

Science and Health
1.

521 : 5-6

All that is made is the work of God, and all is good.
2.

519 : 3-6

Deity was satisfied with His work. How could He be otherwise, since the spiritual creation was
the outgrowth, the emanation, of His infinite self-containment and immortal wisdom?
3.

525 : 20-29

Everything good or worthy, God made. Whatever is valueless or baneful, He did not make, —
hence its unreality. In the Science of Genesis we read that He saw everything which He had
made, "and, behold, it was very good." The corporeal senses declare otherwise; and if we give
the same heed to the history of error as to the records of truth, the Scriptural record of sin and
death favors the false conclusion of the material senses. Sin, sickness, and death must be deemed
as devoid of reality as they are of good, God.
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472 : 9-12

Sickness, sin, and death, being inharmonious, do not originate in God nor belong to His
government. His law, rightly understood, destroys them. Jesus furnished proofs of these
statements.
5.

xi : 9-21

The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from the operation of
divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in human consciousness and
disappear as naturally and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation.
Now, as then, these mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign
of Immanuel, or "God with us," — a divine influence ever present in human consciousness and
repeating itself, coming now as was promised aforetime,
To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense],
And recovering of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty them that are bruised.
6.

206 : 26-31

Instead of God sending sickness and death, He destroys them, and brings to light immortality.
Omnipotent and infinite Mind made all and includes all. This Mind does not make mistakes and
subsequently correct them. God does not cause man to sin, to be sick, or to die.
7.

302 : 8-13, 19-24

It is impossible that man should lose aught that is real, when God is all and eternally his. The
notion that mind is in matter, and that the so-called pleasures and pains, the birth, sin, sickness,
and death of matter, are real, is a mortal belief; and this belief is all that will ever be lost.
The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is perfect, because the Soul, or
Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of all being, and because this real man is
governed by Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the so-called laws of matter.
8.

207 : 10-14

Evil is not supreme; good is not helpless; nor are the so-called laws of matter primary, and the
law of Spirit secondary. Without this lesson, we lose sight of the perfect Father, or the divine
Principle of man.
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
SUBJECT: ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL?

9.

Page 7

147 : 32-6

Jesus never spoke of disease as dangerous or as difficult to heal. When his students brought to
him a case they had failed to heal, he said to them, "O faithless generation," implying that the
requisite power to heal was in Mind. He prescribed no drugs, urged no obedience to material
laws, but acted in direct disobedience to them.
10.

476 : 32-4

Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man
appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct
view of man healed the sick.
11.

26 : 14-18, 28-30

Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was
to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove what God is and what He does for man.
Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real
being which he taught and practised.
12.

231 : 20-29

To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs man, is true
wisdom. To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the divine Science of being in
man's relation to God, — to doubt His government and distrust His omnipotent care. To hold
yourself superior to sickness and death is equally wise, and is in accordance with divine Science.
To fear them is impossible, when you fully apprehend God and know that they are no part of His
creation.
13.

494 : 30-3

Our Master cast out devils (evils) and healed the sick. It should be said of his followers also, that
they cast fear and all evil out of themselves and others and heal the sick. God will heal the sick
through man, whenever man is governed by God. Truth casts out error now as surely as it did
nineteen centuries ago.
14.

495 : 6-16

If sickness is true or the idea of Truth, you cannot destroy sickness, and it would be absurd to
try. Then classify sickness and error as our Master did, when he spoke of the sick, "whom Satan
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hath bound," and find a sovereign antidote for error in the life-giving power of Truth acting on
human belief, a power which opens the prison doors to such as are bound, and sets the captive
free physically and morally.
When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His idea. Allow
nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought.
15.

391 : 7-9

Instead of blind and calm submission to the incipient or advanced stages of disease, rise in
rebellion against them.
16.

390 : 20-26

Suffer no claim of sin or of sickness to grow upon the thought. Dismiss it with an abiding
conviction that it is illegitimate, because you know that God is no more the author of sickness
than He is of sin. You have no law of His to support the necessity either of sin or sickness, but
you have divine authority for denying that necessity and healing the sick.
17.

393 : 8-15

Mind is the master of the corporeal senses, and can conquer sickness, sin, and death. Exercise
this God-given authority. Take possession of your body, and govern its feeling and action. Rise
in the strength of Spirit to resist all that is unlike good. God has made man capable of this, and
nothing can vitiate the ability and power divinely bestowed on man.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY APRIL 18, 2021

SUBJECT—DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 34 : 22

“The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and
none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 19 : 9-14

9.

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and
righteous altogether.

10.

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb.

11.

Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.

12.

Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.

13.

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me:
then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.

14.

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O
LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 51 : 1-3, 9, 10, 15

1

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

2

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

3

For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

9

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

10

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

15

O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

2.

Matthew 8 : 18

18

Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart unto
the other side.

3.

Matthew 9 : 1-13

1

And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.

2

And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus
seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be
forgiven thee.

3

And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.

4

And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?

5

For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?

6

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith
he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.

7

And he arose, and departed to his house.
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8

But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such
power unto men.

9

And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the
receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.

10

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners
came and sat down with him and his disciples.

11

And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with
publicans and sinners?

12

But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick.

13

But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

4.

Matthew 26 : 17-20, 26, 27

17

Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying
unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?

18

And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time
is at hand; I will keep the passover at thy house with my disciples.

19

And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover.

20

Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.

26

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.

27

And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;

5.

John 17 : 1, 2, 4-9, 20-22, 26

1

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

2

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him.
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4

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

5

And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was.

6

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

7

Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.

8

For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received
them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou
didst send me.

9

I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they
are thine.

20

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word;

21

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

22

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one:

26

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

6.

I John 1 : 3, 5-9

3

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ.

5

This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all.

6

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth:
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7

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

8

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

7.

Romans 5 : 8 (God), 10, 11

8

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.

10

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

11

And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
now received the atonement.

Science and Health
1.

18 : 1-12

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth,
Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and
for this we owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did
life's work aright not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to
do theirs, but not to do it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted
boldly, against the accredited evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices,
and he refuted all opponents with his healing power.
2.

19 : 6-11, 17-28

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle
of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and
death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.
Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed,
will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner
continues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — in the atone-ment with God, — for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and
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enables man to do the will of wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the divine
Principle of the teachings and practice of our Master have no part in God. If living in
disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good.
3.

22 : 11-14, 23-27, 30-31

"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh
with you. "Occupy till I come!" Wait for your reward, and "be not weary in well doing."
Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in immortality, boundless freedom, and sinless
sense, is not reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning one's faith without works to
another's vicarious effort.
Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves.
4.

23 : 1-11

Wisdom and Love may require many sacrifices of self to save us from sin. One sacrifice,
however great, is insufficient to pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires constant selfimmolation on the sinner's part. That God's wrath should be vented upon His beloved Son, is
divinely unnatural. Such a theory is man-made. The atonement is a hard problem in theology,
but its scientific explanation is, that suffering is an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys,
and that eventually both sin and suffering will fall at the feet of everlasting Love.
5.

48 : 10-16

Remembering the sweat of agony which fell in holy benediction on the grass of Gethsemane,
shall the humblest or mightiest disciple murmur when he drinks from the same cup, and think,
or even wish, to escape the exalting ordeal of sin's revenge on its destroyer? Truth and Love
bestow few palms until the consummation of a life-work.
6.

29 : 1-6

Christians must take up arms against error at home and abroad. They must grapple with sin in
themselves and in others, and continue this warfare until they have finished their course. If they
keep the faith, they will have the crown of rejoicing.
7.

45 : 6-21

Our Master fully and finally demonstrated divine Science in his victory over death and the
grave. Jesus' deed was for the enlightenment of men and for the salvation of the whole world
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from sin, sickness, and death. Paul writes: "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the [seeming] death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by
his life." Three days after his bodily burial he talked with his disciples. The persecutors had
failed to hide immortal Truth and Love in a sepulchre.
Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the
door of human hope and faith, and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath
elevated them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle,
Love.
8.

228 : 25-32

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other
power is to dishonor God. The humble Nazarene overthrew the supposition that sin, sickness,
and death have power. He proved them powerless. It should have humbled the pride of the
priests, when they saw the demonstration of Christianity excel the influence of their dead faith
and ceremonies.
9.

8 : 20-30

Praying for humility with whatever fervency of expression does not always mean a desire for it.
If we turn away from the poor, we are not ready to receive the reward of Him who blesses the
poor. We confess to having a very wicked heart and ask that it may be laid bare before us, but do
we not already know more of this heart than we are willing to have our neighbor see?
We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the heart, for in this
way only can we learn what we honestly are.
10.

21 : 1-14

If Truth is overcoming error in your daily walk and conversation, you can finally say, "I have
fought a good fight ... I have kept the faith," because you are a better man. This is having our
part in the at-one-ment with Truth and Love. Christians do not continue to labor and pray,
expecting because of another's goodness, suffering, and triumph, that they shall reach his
harmony and reward.
If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns away from
material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in
earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the right direction, till at last he finishes his
course with joy.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2021

SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH
GOLDEN TEXT: EPHESIANS 5 : 14

“Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give thee light.”

RESPONSIVE READING: I Corinthians 15 : 50-54

50.

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither
doth corruption inherit incorruption.

51.

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52.

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

54.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 17 : 1 (O LORD), 15

1

O LORD, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.

15

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
thy likeness.

2.

Psalm 68 : 20

20

He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto GOD the Lord belong the issues from
death.

3.

Hosea 13 : 4 (I), 9, 14 (to 2nd :)

4

I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for
there is no saviour beside me.

9

O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.

14

I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death,
I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction:

4.

Luke 4 : 1 (to 1st ,)

1

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,

5.

Luke 8 : 40-42 (to 1st .), 49-56 (to :)

40

And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received him: for
they were all waiting for him.

41

And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he
fell down at Jesus’ feet, and besought him that he would come into his house:

42

For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying.
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49

While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to
him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master.

50

But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be
made whole.

51

And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James,
and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden.

52

And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.

53

And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.

54

And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise.

55

And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her
meat.

56

And her parents were astonished:

6.

Luke 17 : 20, 21

20

And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he
answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:

21

Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within
you.

7.

Romans 6 : 16-18, 22, 23

16

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

17

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered you.

18

Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
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22

But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life.

23

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

8.

I Peter 1 : 3-6 (to 1st ,), 7-9, 13-16

3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead,

4

To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you,

5

Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.

6

Wherein ye greatly rejoice,

7

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ:

8

Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

9

Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

13

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that
is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

14

As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your
ignorance:

15

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

16

Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
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9.

II Corinthians 5 : 1, 4-10 (to ;)

1

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

4

For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

5

Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us
the earnest of the Spirit.

6

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we
are absent from the Lord:

7

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

8

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present
with the Lord.

9

Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.

10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;

Science and Health
1.

470 : 21-24

God is the creator of man, and, the divine Principle of man remaining perfect, the divine idea or
reflection, man, remains perfect. Man is the expression of God's being.
2.

242 : 9-14

There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It is
to know no other reality — to have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and His
reflection, and to rise superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses.
3.

324 : 4-18

The purification of sense and self is a proof of progress. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God."
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Unless the harmony and immortality of man are becoming more apparent, we are not gaining the
true idea of God; and the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be Truth or error,
understanding or belief, Spirit or matter. Therefore "acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at
peace." Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the
understanding that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer
sin, sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of
Spirit, or life in God.
4.

291 : 12-18, 23-25 (to 1st .), 28-31

Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them.
Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are
harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of
his own, but in possession of "the mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says.
As death findeth mortal man, so shall he be after death, until probation and growth shall effect
the needed change.
No final judgment awaits mortals, for the judgment-day of wisdom comes hourly and
continually, even the judgment by which mortal man is divested of all material error.
5.

46 : 20-24

Jesus' unchanged physical condition after what seemed to be death was followed by his
exaltation above all material conditions; and this exaltation explained his ascension, and
revealed unmistakably a probationary and progressive state beyond the grave.
6.

290 : 16-11

If the change called death destroyed the belief in sin, sickness, and death, happiness would be
won at the moment of dissolution, and be forever permanent; but this is not so. Perfection is
gained only by perfection. They who are unrighteous shall be unrighteous still, until in divine
Science Christ, Truth, removes all ignorance and sin.
The sin and error which possess us at the instant of death do not cease at that moment, but
endure until the death of these errors. To be wholly spiritual, man must be sinless, and he
becomes thus only when he reaches perfection. The murderer, though slain in the act, does not
thereby forsake sin. He is no more spiritual for believing that his body died and learning that his
cruel mind died not. His thoughts are no purer until evil is disarmed by good. His body is as
material as his mind, and vice versa.
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The suppositions that sin is pardoned while unforsaken, that happiness can be genuine in the
midst of sin, that the so-called death of the body frees from sin, and that God's pardon is aught
but the destruction of sin, — these are grave mistakes. We know that all will be changed "in the
twinkling of an eye," when the last trump shall sound; but this last call of wisdom cannot come
till mortals have already yielded to each lesser call in the growth of Christian character. Mortals
need not fancy that belief in the experience of death will awaken them to glorified being.
7.

569 : 3-5

Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and overcome the mortal
belief in a power opposed to God.
8.

77 : 9-11

Death will occur on the next plane of existence as on this, until the spiritual understanding of
Life is reached.
9.

409 : 27-7

We have no right to say that life depends on matter now, but will not depend on it after death.
We cannot spend our days here in ignorance of the Science of Life, and expect to find beyond
the grave a reward for this ignorance. Death will not make us harmonious and immortal as a
recompense for ignorance. If here we give no heed to Christian Science, which is spiritual and
eternal, we shall not be ready for spiritual Life hereafter.
"This is life eternal," says Jesus, — is, not shall be; and then he defines everlasting life as a
present knowledge of his Father and of himself, — the knowledge of Love, Truth, and Life.
10.

427 : 29-14

The dream of death must be mastered by Mind here or hereafter. Thought will waken from its
own material declaration, "I am dead," to catch this trumpet-word of Truth, "There is no death,
no inaction, diseased action, overaction, nor reaction."
Life is real, and death is the illusion. A demonstration of the facts of Soul in Jesus' way resolves
the dark visions of material sense into harmony and immortality. Man's privilege at this supreme
moment is to prove the words of our Master: "If a man keep my saying, he shall never see
death." To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual facts of
being may appear, — this is the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep away the
false and give place to the true. Thus we may establish in truth the temple, or body, "whose
builder and maker is God."
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021
SUBJECT: PROBATION AFTER DEATH

11.

Page 8

74 : 10-12

When here or hereafter the belief of life in matter is extinct, the error which has held the belief
dissolves with the belief, and never returns to the old condition.
12.

296 : 4-13

Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the mortal is
dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or Science must destroy all illusions
regarding life and mind, and regenerate material sense and self. The old man with his deeds
must be put off. Nothing sensual or sinful is immortal. The death of a false material sense and of
sin, not the death of organic matter, is what reveals man and Life, harmonious, real, and eternal.
13.

492 : 11-12

Thus progress will finally destroy all error, and bring immortality to light.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)
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