SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

SUBJECT—SUBSTANCE
GOLDEN TEXT: PHILIPPIANS 4 : 19

“My God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

RESPONSIVE READING: II Corinthians 9 : 6-11

6.

But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7.

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

8.

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

9.

(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness
remaineth for ever.

10.

Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

11.

Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving
to God.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

James 1 : 17

17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

2.

Psalm 36 : 7, 8

7

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust
under the shadow of thy wings.

8

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make
them drink of the river of thy pleasures.

3.

Psalm 37 : 3

3

Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be
fed.

4.

Isaiah 58 : 10-12

10

And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy
light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday:

11

And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat
thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose
waters fail not.

12

And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the
foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach,
The restorer of paths to dwell in.

5.

Luke 4 : 14 (Jesus), 15

14

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him
through all the region round about.

15

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.
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6.

Luke 12 : 13-24, 27-34

13

And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the
inheritance with me.

14

And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?

15

And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.

16

And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully:

17

And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to
bestow my fruits?

18

And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I
bestow all my fruits and my goods.

19

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

20

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

21

So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

22

And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

23

The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

24

Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor
barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?

27

Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

28

If then God so clothe the grass, which is to-day in the field, and to-morrow is cast into the
oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?

29

And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.
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30

For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that
ye have need of these things.

31

But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.

32

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

33

Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in
the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.

34

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

7.

Proverbs 8 : 1, 18-21

1

Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice?

18

Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.

19

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.

20

I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:

21

That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.

8.

Jeremiah 31 : 10-12, 14

10

Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He
that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.

11

For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was
stronger than he.

12

Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the
goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock
and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any
more at all.

14

And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied
with my goodness, saith the LORD.
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Science and Health
1.

468 : 17 (Substance)-21

Substance is that which is eternal and incapable of discord and decay. Truth, Life, and Love are
substance, as the Scriptures use this word in Hebrews: "The substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen."
2.

335 : 12-15

Spirit is the only substance, the invisible and indivisible infinite God. Things spiritual and
eternal are substantial. Things material and temporal are insubstantial.
3.

301 : 17-23

As God is substance and man is the divine image and likeness, man should wish for, and in
reality has, only the substance of good, the substance of Spirit, not matter. The belief that man
has any other substance, or mind, is not spiritual and breaks the First Commandment, Thou shalt
have one God, one Mind.
4.

278 : 12-22

That matter is substantial or has life and sensation, is one of the false beliefs of mortals, and
exists only in a supposititious mortal consciousness. Hence, as we approach Spirit and Truth, we
lose the consciousness of matter. The admission that there can be material substance requires
another admission, — namely, that Spirit is not infinite and that matter is self-creative, selfexistent, and eternal. From this it would follow that there are two eternal causes, warring forever
with each other; and yet we say that Spirit is supreme and all-presence.
5.

312 : 4-7

That which material sense calls intangible, is found to be substance. What to material sense
seems substance, becomes nothingness, as the sense-dream vanishes and reality appears.
6.

91 : 16-21

Absorbed in material selfhood we discern and reflect but faintly the substance of Life or Mind.
The denial of material selfhood aids the discernment of man's spiritual and eternal individuality,
and destroys the erroneous knowledge gained from matter or through what are termed the
material senses.
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458 : 32-8

Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter to Spirit, as the flower turns from darkness
to light. Man then appropriates those things which "eye hath not seen nor ear heard." Paul and
John had a clear apprehension that, as mortal man achieves no worldly honors except by
sacrifice, so he must gain heavenly riches by forsaking all worldliness. Then he will have
nothing in common with the worldling's affections, motives, and aims.
8.

547 : 23-6

The Scriptures are very sacred. Our aim must be to have them understood spiritually, for only by
this understanding can truth be gained. The true theory of the universe, including man, is not in
material history but in spiritual development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual,
and mortal theory of the universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal.
It is this spiritual perception of Scripture, which lifts humanity out of disease and death and
inspires faith. "The Spirit and the bride say, Come! … and whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely." Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes through the
sacred pages the spiritual sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In this Science, we discover
man in the image and likeness of God.
9.

128 : 6-19

From this it follows that business men and cultured scholars have found that Christian Science
enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of character, gives them
acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary capacity. The human
mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes more elastic, is capable of greater
endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less repose. A knowledge of the Science
of being develops the latent abilities and possibilities of man. It extends the atmosphere of
thought, giving mortals access to broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker into his native
air of insight and perspicacity.
10.

364 : 32-19

Did the careless doctor, the nurse, the cook, and the brusque business visitor sympathetically
know the thorns they plant in the pillow of the sick and the heavenly homesick looking away
from earth, — Oh, did they know! — this knowledge would do much more towards healing the
sick and preparing their helpers for the "midnight call," than all cries of "Lord, Lord!" The
benign thought of Jesus, finding utterance in such words as "Take no thought for your life,"
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would heal the sick, and so enable them to rise above the supposed necessity for physical
thought-taking and doctoring; but if the unselfish affections be lacking, and common sense and
common humanity are disregarded, what mental quality remains, with which to evoke healing
from the outstretched arm of righteousness?
If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished
at one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning
sunshine.
11.

79 : 29-3

Mind-science teaches that mortals need "not be weary in well doing." It dissipates fatigue in
doing good. Giving does not impoverish us in the service of our Maker, neither does
withholding enrich us. We have strength in proportion to our apprehension of the truth, and our
strength is not lessened by giving utterance to truth.
12.

518 : 15-23

The rich in spirit help the poor in one grand brotherhood, all having the same Principle, or
Father; and blessed is that man who seeth his brother's need and supplieth it, seeking his own in
another's good. Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality, and goodness, which
shine through all as the blossom shines through the bud. All the varied expressions of God
reflect health, holiness, immortality — infinite Life, Truth, and Love.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

