SUNDAY OCTOBER 4, 2020

SUBJECT—UNREALITY
GOLDEN TEXT: I CORINTHIANS 3 : 19

“The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written,
He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Romans 16 : 17-19
Ephesians 4 : 14, 15
Romans 16 : 20

17.

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to
the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

18.

For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

19.

For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but
yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.

14.

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive;

15.

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ.

20.

And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

James 1 : 16, 17, 21

16

Do not err, my beloved brethren.

17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

21

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

2.

I Kings 18 : 17-19, 21-26 (to 2nd .), 30, 33-36, 38, 39

17

And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?

18

And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye
have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim.

19

Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of
Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at
Jezebel’s table.

21

And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if
the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him
not a word.

22

Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s
prophets are four hundred and fifty men.

23

Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves,
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other
bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under:

24

And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the
God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is
well spoken.
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25

And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and
dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

26

And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the
name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no
voice, nor any that answered.

30

And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.

33

And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood,
and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34

And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it
the third time. And they did it the third time.

35

And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.

36

And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the
prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known
this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all
these things at thy word.

38

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is
the God; the LORD, he is the God.

3.

Jeremiah 9 : 6 (through)

6

…through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD.

4.

II Thessalonians 2 : 3, 4

3

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

4

Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020
SUBJECT: UNREALITY

Page 4

5.

Matthew 24 : 1 (Jesus), 4 (Jesus)-7, 10-14

1

Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew
him the buildings of the temple.

4

Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

5

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

6

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

7

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

10

And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one
another.

11

And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

12

And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

13

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

14

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.

Science and Health
1.

472 : 24 (All)-26

All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good,
and He makes all that is made.
2.

275 : 10-24

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the
divine Principle of all that really is. Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the
Scriptural names for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and
effect belong to God. These are His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine
Principle, Love. No wisdom is wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is
Life but the divine; no good is, but the good God bestows.
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Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and
that Mind is God, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — that is, all power, all presence,
all Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind.
3.

273 : 1-9, 29-9

Matter and its claims of sin, sickness, and death are contrary to God, and cannot emanate from
Him. There is no material truth. The physical senses can take no cognizance of God and
spiritual Truth. Human belief has sought out many inventions, but not one of them can solve the
problem of being without the divine Principle of divine Science. Deductions from material
hypotheses are not scientific. They differ from real Science because they are not based on the
divine law.
Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of error at
all times, but this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals and health when it
is opposed promptly and persistently by Christian Science. Truth and Love antidote this mental
miasma, and thus invigorate and sustain existence. Unnecessary knowledge gained from the five
senses is only temporal, — the conception of mortal mind, the offspring of sense, not of Soul,
Spirit, — and symbolizes all that is evil and perishable. Natural science, as it is commonly
called, is not really natural nor scientific, because it is deduced from the evidence of the material
senses.
4.

146 : 2 (The)-12

The ancient Christians were healers. Why has this element of Christianity been lost? Because
our systems of religion are governed more or less by our systems of medicine. The first idolatry
was faith in matter. The schools have rendered faith in drugs the fashion, rather than faith in
Deity. By trusting matter to destroy its own discord, health and harmony have been sacrificed.
Such systems are barren of the vitality of spiritual power, by which material sense is made the
servant of Science and religion becomes Christlike.
5.

186 : 28-12

Mortal mind is ignorant of self, or it could never be self-deceived. If mortal mind knew how to
be better, it would be better. Since it must believe in something besides itself, it enthrones matter
as deity. The human mind has been an idolater from the beginning, having other gods and
believing in more than the one Mind.
As mortals do not comprehend even mortal existence, how ignorant must they be of the allknowing Mind and of His creations.
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Here you may see how so-called material sense creates its own forms of thought, gives them
material names, and then worships and fears them. With pagan blindness, it attributes to some
material god or medicine an ability beyond itself. The beliefs of the human mind rob and
enslave it, and then impute this result to another illusive personification, named Satan.
6.

166 : 8-14

The Mohammedan believes in a pilgrimage to Mecca for the salvation of his soul. The popular
doctor believes in his prescription, and the pharmacist believes in the power of his drugs to save
a man's life. The Mohammedan's belief is a religious delusion; the doctor's and pharmacist's is a
medical mistake.
7.

82 : 31-5

In a world of sin and sensuality hastening to a greater development of power, it is wise earnestly
to consider whether it is the human mind or the divine Mind which is influencing one. What the
prophets of Jehovah did, the worshippers of Baal failed to do; yet artifice and delusion claimed
that they could equal the work of wisdom.
8.

263 : 7-19

When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and works only as God
works, he will no longer grope in the dark and cling to earth because he has not tasted heaven.
Carnal beliefs defraud us. They make man an involuntary hypocrite, — producing evil when he
would create good, forming deformity when he would outline grace and beauty, injuring those
whom he would bless. He becomes a general mis-creator, who believes he is a semi-god. His
"touch turns hope to dust, the dust we all have trod." He might say in Bible language: "The good
that I would, I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do."
9.

403 : 14-20

You command the situation if you understand that mortal existence is a state of self-deception
and not the truth of being. Mortal mind is constantly producing on mortal body the results of
false opinions; and it will continue to do so, until mortal error is deprived of its imaginary
powers by Truth, which sweeps away the gossamer web of mortal illusion.
10.

252 : 7-14

When false human beliefs learn even a little of their own falsity, they begin to disappear. A
knowledge of error and of its operations must precede that understanding of Truth which
destroys error, until the entire mortal, material error finally disappears, and the eternal verity,
man created by and of Spirit, is understood and recognized as the true likeness of his Maker.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

