SUNDAY OCTOBER 25, 2020

SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH
GOLDEN TEXT: II PETER 2 : 9

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations.”

RESPONSIVE READING: James 1 : 2-4, 12, 16, 17, 21

2.

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

3.

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

4.

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing.

12.

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

16.

Do not err, my beloved brethren.

17.

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

21.

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Matthew 6 : 13 (to :)

13

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

2.

Matthew 4 : 1-11

1

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

2

And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

3

And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that
these stones be made bread.

4

But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

5

Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the
temple,

6

And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He
shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

7

Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

8

Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;

9

And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me.

10

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

11

Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.
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3.

Matthew 26 : 1-4, 17-20, 30-35, 56, 69-75

1

And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said unto his disciples,

2

Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to
be crucified.

3

Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people,
unto the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas,

4

And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him.

17

Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying
unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?

18

And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time
is at hand; I will keep the passover at thy house with my disciples.

19

And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover.

20

Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.

30

And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.

31

Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.

32

But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.

33

Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet
will I never be offended.

34

Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou
shalt deny me thrice.

35

Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise
also said all the disciples.

56

But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the
disciples forsook him, and fled.
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69

Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast
with Jesus of Galilee.

70

But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest.

71

And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that
were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.

72

And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.

73

And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art
one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.

74

Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the
cock crew.

75

And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow,
thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.

4.

Psalm 51 : 1-4 (to :), 6, 7, 9-12, 17

1

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

2

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

3

For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

4

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight:

6

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me
to know wisdom.

7

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

9

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

10

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

11

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
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12

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

17

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt
not despise.

5.

James 4 : 7, 8, 10

7

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

8

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double minded.

10

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

Science and Health
1.

17 : 8-11

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
And God leadeth us not into temptation, but delivereth us from sin, disease, and death.
2.

6 : 3-5, 23-24

Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms
the sinner.
Jesus uncovered and rebuked sin before he cast it out.
3.

7 : 1-7

The only civil sentence which he had for error was, "Get thee behind me, Satan." Still stronger
evidence that Jesus' reproof was pointed and pungent is found in his own words, — showing the
necessity for such forcible utterance, when he cast out devils and healed the sick and sinning.
The relinquishment of error deprives material sense of its false claims.
4.

22 : 3-10

Vibrating like a pendulum between sin and the hope of forgiveness, — selfishness and
sensuality causing constant retrogression, — our moral progress will be slow. Waking to Christ's
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demand, mortals experience suffering. This causes them, even as drowning men, to make
vigorous efforts to save themselves; and through Christ's precious love these efforts are crowned
with success.
5.

290 : 16-22

If the change called death destroyed the belief in sin, sickness, and death, happiness would be
won at the moment of dissolution, and be forever permanent; but this is not so. Perfection is
gained only by perfection. They who are unrighteous shall be unrighteous still, until in divine
Science Christ, Truth, removes all ignorance and sin.
6.

291 : 1-18, 28-32

The suppositions that sin is pardoned while unforsaken, that happiness can be genuine in the
midst of sin, that the so-called death of the body frees from sin, and that God's pardon is aught
but the destruction of sin, — these are grave mistakes. We know that all will be changed "in the
twinkling of an eye," when the last trump shall sound; but this last call of wisdom cannot come
till mortals have already yielded to each lesser call in the growth of Christian character. Mortals
need not fancy that belief in the experience of death will awaken them to glorified being.
Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them.
Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are
harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of
his own, but in possession of "the mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says.
No final judgment awaits mortals, for the judgment-day of wisdom comes hourly and
continually, even the judgment by which mortal man is divested of all material error. As for
spiritual error there is none.
7.

289 : 2-4

Mortal man can never rise from the temporal débris of error, belief in sin, sickness, and death,
until he learns that God is the only Life.
8.

542 : 1-13

The belief of life in matter sins at every step. It incurs divine displeasure, and it would kill Jesus
that it might be rid of troublesome Truth. Material beliefs would slay the spiritual idea whenever
and wherever it appears. Though error hides behind a lie and excuses guilt, error cannot forever
be concealed. Truth, through her eternal laws, unveils error. Truth causes sin to betray itself, and
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sets upon error the mark of the beast. Even the disposition to excuse guilt or to conceal it is
punished. The avoidance of justice and the denial of truth tend to perpetuate sin, invoke crime,
jeopardize self-control, and mock divine mercy.
9.

405 : 5-11, 22-32

Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with
kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit with honesty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you would not cherish an army of conspirators
against health, happiness, and success.
It were better to be exposed to every plague on earth than to endure the cumulative effects of a
guilty conscience. The abiding consciousness of wrong-doing tends to destroy the ability to do
right. If sin is not regretted and is not lessening, then it is hastening on to physical and moral
doom. You are conquered by the moral penalties you incur and the ills they bring. The pains of
sinful sense are less harmful than its pleasures. Belief in material suffering causes mortals to
retreat from their error, to flee from body to Spirit, and to appeal to divine sources outside of
themselves.
10.

201 : 9-2

Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the
superabundance of being is on the side of God, good.
We cannot fill vessels already full. They must first be emptied. Let us disrobe error. Then, when
the winds of God blow, we shall not hug our tatters close about us.
The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love.
Christian perfection is won on no other basis.
Grafting holiness upon unholiness, supposing that sin can be forgiven when it is not forsaken, is
as foolish as straining out gnats and swallowing camels.
11.

202 : 6-23

If men would bring to bear upon the study of the Science of Mind half the faith they bestow
upon the so-called pains and pleasures of material sense, they would not go on from bad to
worse, until disciplined by the prison and the scaffold; but the whole human family would be
redeemed through the merits of Christ, — through the perception and acceptance of Truth. For
this glorious result Christian Science lights the torch of spiritual understanding.
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Outside of this Science all is mutable; but immortal man, in accord with the divine Principle of
his being, God, neither sins, suffers, nor dies. The days of our pilgrimage will multiply instead
of diminish, when God's kingdom comes on earth; for the true way leads to Life instead of to
death, and earthly experience discloses the finity of error and the infinite capacities of Truth, in
which God gives man dominion over all the earth.
12.

267 : 25-32

The robes of Spirit are "white and glistering," like the raiment of Christ. Even in this world,
therefore, "let thy garments be always white." "Blessed is the man that endureth [overcometh]
temptation: for when he is tried, [proved faithful], he shall receive the crown of life, which the
Lord hath promised to them that love him." (James i. 12.)
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

