THURSDAY NOVEMBER 26, 2020

SUBJECT—THANKSGIVING
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 95 : 1, 2

“O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the
rock of our salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 : 1-5

1.

Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

2.

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

3.

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

4.

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
tender mercies;

5.

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 100 : 3

3

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

2.

Psalm 40 : 5

5

Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts
which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare
and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.

3.

II Chronicles 20 : 2 (there) (to ;), 3, 4, 14 (to Jahaziel), 14 (came), 15 (to 1st ,),
15 (Thus), 17, 18, 20 (to rose), 20 (and as) (to said,), 20 (Believe
in the Lord), 21 (he appointed ), 22

2

…there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against
thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria;

3

And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah.

4

And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the
cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

14

Then upon Jahaziel … came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation;

15

And he said, … Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of
this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s.

17

Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation
of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go
out against them: for the LORD will be with you.

18

And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.
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20

And they rose … and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, … Believe in the
LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

21

…he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as
they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for
ever.

22

And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the
children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they
were smitten.

4.

Psalm 40 : 4

4

Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such
as turn aside to lies.

5.

Mark 10 : 5 (to Jesus), 46 (as)-52

5

And Jesus …

46

…as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind
Bartimæus, the son of Timæus, sat by the highway side begging.

47

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus,
thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

48

And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal,
Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

49

And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man,
saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.

50

And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.

51

And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The
blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.

52

And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately
he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.
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6.

Psalm 107 : 2

2

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the
enemy;

7.

Isaiah 55 : 7

7

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return
unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.

8.

Psalm 91 : 14-16

14

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high,
because he hath known my name.

15

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver
him, and honour him.

16

With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

Science and Health
1.

593 : 20-22

SALVATION. Life, Truth, and Love understood and demonstrated as supreme over all; sin,
sickness, and death destroyed.
2.

487 : 27-1

The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens our days by strengthening our trust in the
deathless reality of Life, its almightiness and immortality.
This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole the diseased, and
brings out the enduring and harmonious phases of things.
3.

2 : 4-7, 15-17, 23-30

Are we benefited by praying? Yes, the desire which goes forth hungering after righteousness is
blessed of our Father, and it does not return unto us void.
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Prayer cannot change the Science of being, but it tends to bring us into harmony with it.
Goodness attains the demonstration of Truth.
God is Love. Can we ask Him to be more? God is intelligence. Can we inform the infinite Mind
of anything He does not already comprehend? Do we expect to change perfection? Shall we
plead for more at the open fount, which is pouring forth more than we accept? The unspoken
desire does bring us nearer the source of all existence and blessedness.
4.

3 : 17-2

How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit theoretically that God is good, omnipotent,
omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give information to this infinite Mind. We plead for
unmerited pardon and for a liberal outpouring of benefactions. Are we really grateful for the
good already received? Then we shall avail ourselves of the blessings we have, and thus be
fitted to receive more. Gratitude is much more than a verbal expression of thanks. Action
expresses more gratitude than speech.
If we are ungrateful for Life, Truth, and Love, and yet return thanks to God for all blessings, we
are insincere and incur the sharp censure our Master pronounces on hypocrites. In such a case,
the only acceptable prayer is to put the finger on the lips and remember our blessings. While the
heart is far from divine Truth and Love, we cannot conceal the ingratitude of barren lives.
5.

13 : 15 (God)-17 (to 2nd ,)

God knows our need before we tell Him or our fellow-beings about it. If we cherish the desire
honestly and silently and humbly, God will bless it,
6.

4 : 3-16

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience,
meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his
example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he
has done. Outward worship is not of itself sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude,
since he has said: "If ye love me, keep my commandments."
The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made manifest in
the blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in audible words, attest
our worthiness to be partakers of Love.
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224 : 29-31 (to 2nd .)

The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine Love.
8.

183 : 21-25

Divine Mind rightly demands man's entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is
made for any lesser loyalty. Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to
error superinduces loss of power.
9.

342 : 21-26

Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the infidel, and raises from the couch of pain the
helpless invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of Truth, and they answer with rejoicing. It
causes the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the blind to see.
10.

39 : 18-27

"Now," cried the apostle, "is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation," —
meaning, not that now men must prepare for a future-world salvation, or safety, but that now is
the time in which to experience that salvation in spirit and in life. Now is the time for so-called
material pains and material pleasures to pass away, for both are unreal, because impossible in
Science. To break this earthly spell, mortals must get the true idea and divine Principle of all
that really exists and governs the universe harmoniously.
11.

264 : 20 only, 28-31

Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being.
When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall
behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

