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SUNDAY MAY 31, 2020 

 
 

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

        MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  JAMES 4 : 8 

 

 
 

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  I Peter 2 : 1, 2, 9-12, 15 
 
 
1. Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 

speakings,  
 

2. As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.  
 

9. Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 

should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light:  
 

10. Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God.  
 

11. Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which 

war against the soul;  
 

12. Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against 

you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in 

the day of visitation.  
 

15. For so is the will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish men.  
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Exodus 20 : 1-3 
 
1 And God spake all these words, saying, 
 
2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of bondage. 
 
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
 

2. I Samuel 28 : 3-8, 11, 12 (to :), 14 (And Saul)-20 (to :) 
 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even 

in his own city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, 

out of the land. 
 
4 And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched in Shunem: and 

Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa. 
 
5 And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly 

trembled. 
 
6 And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, 

nor by U-rim, nor by prophets. 
 
7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may 

go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that 

hath a familiar spirit at En-dor. 
 
8 And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with 

him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by 

the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee. 
 
11 Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up 

Samuel. 
 
12 And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice:  
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14 And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and 

bowed himself. 
 
15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul 

answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is 

departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: 

therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. 
 
16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from 

thee, and is become thine enemy? 
 
17 And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom 

out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: 
 
18 Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon 

Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day. 
 
19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and 

to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of 

Israel into the hand of the Philistines. 
 
20 Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the 

words of Samuel:  
 

3. Isaiah 8 : 19 (to 1st ?) 
 
19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 

wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God?  
 

4. Exodus 20 : 5 (for), 6 
 
5 …for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 
 
6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 
 

5. Matthew 24 : 1, 2 (to 1st ,), 4 (Take)-7, 10-14 (to ;) 
 
1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to 

shew him the buildings of the temple. 
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2 And Jesus said unto them,  

 
4 Take heed that no man deceive you. 

 
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

 
6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these 

things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

 
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 

famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

 
10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 

another. 

 
11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

 
12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

 
13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 

nations; 

 

6. II Thessalonians 2 : 1-3 (to 2nd ,) 

 
1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 

gathering together unto him, 

 
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 

letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

 
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 

falling away first,  

 

7. II Timothy 3 : 1-5, 14-17 

 
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
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2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

 
3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 

those that are good, 
 
4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
 
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
 
14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 

 
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 

wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 102 : 9-11 
 
There is but one real attraction, that of Spirit. The pointing of the needle to the pole symbolizes 

this all-embracing power or the attraction of God, divine Mind. 
 

2. 213 : 11-15  
 

Every step towards goodness is a departure from materiality, and is a tendency towards God, 

Spirit. Material theories partially paralyze this attraction towards infinite and eternal good by an 

opposite attraction towards the finite, temporary, and discordant. 
 

3. 536 : 11-29  
 

If man's spiritual gravitation and attraction to one Father, in whom we "live, and move, and have 

our being," should be lost, and if man should be governed by corporeality instead of divine 
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Principle, by body instead of by Soul, man would be annihilated. Created by flesh instead of by 

Spirit, starting from matter instead of from God, mortal man would be governed by himself. The 

blind leading the blind, both would fall. 
 
Passions and appetites must end in pain. They are "of few days, and full of trouble." Their 

supposed joys are cheats. Their narrow limits belittle their gratifications, and hedge about their 

achievements with thorns.  
 
Mortal mind accepts the erroneous, material conception of life and joy, but the true idea is 

gained from the immortal side. Through toil, struggle, and sorrow, what do mortals attain? They 

give up their belief in perishable life and happiness; the mortal and material return to dust, and 

the immortal is reached. 
 

4. 183 : 16-25 
 
The supposed laws which result in weariness and disease are not His laws, for the legitimate and 

only possible action of Truth is the production of harmony. Laws of nature are laws of Spirit; 

but mortals commonly recognize as law that which hides the power of Spirit. Divine Mind 

rightly demands man's entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is made for any 

lesser loyalty. Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to error super-

induces loss of power. 
 

5. 537 : 9-10 
 
A knowledge of evil was never the essence of divinity or manhood. 
 

6. 102 : 30-31 
 
Mankind must learn that evil is not power. Its so-called despotism is but a phase of nothingness. 
 

7. 103 : 18-24, 29-2 
 
As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or 

mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as 

real as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or 

malicious. The malicious form of hypnotism ultimates in moral idiocy. 
 
In reality there is no mortal mind, and consequently no transference of mortal thought and will-

power. Life and being are of God. In Christian Science, man can do no harm, for scientific 

thoughts are true thoughts, passing from God to man. 
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8. 104 : 13-18  
 
Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action, and reveals the theodicy which indicates 

the rightness of all divine action, as the emanation of divine Mind, and the consequent wrong-

ness of the opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism, necromancy, mesmerism, animal mag-

netism, hypnotism. 
 

9. 72 : 9 (As)-12, 21-32  
 
As light destroys darkness and in the place of darkness all is light, so (in absolute Science) Soul, 

or God, is the only truth-giver to man. 
 
God, good, being ever present, it follows in divine logic that evil, the suppositional opposite of 

good, is never present. In Science, individual good derived from God, the infinite All-in-all, may 

flow from the departed to mortals; but evil is neither communicable nor scientific. A sinning, 

earthly mortal is not the reality of Life nor the medium through which truth passes to earth. The 

joy of intercourse becomes the jest of sin, when evil and suffering are communicable. Not per-

sonal intercommunion but divine law is the communicator of truth, health, and harmony to earth 

and humanity. 
 

10. 73 : 8-14  
 
The belief that one man, as spirit, can control another man, as matter, upsets both the individ-

uality and the Science of man, for man is image. God controls man, and God is the only Spirit. 

Any other control or attraction of so-called spirit is a mortal belief, which ought to be known by 

its fruit, — the repetition of evil. 
 

11. 74 : 29-32  
 
In Christian Science there is never a retrograde step, never a return to positions outgrown. The 

so-called dead and living cannot commune together, for they are in separate states of existence, 

or consciousness. 
 

12. 82 : 31-9  
 
In a world of sin and sensuality hastening to a greater development of power, it is wise earnestly 

to consider whether it is the human mind or the divine Mind which is influencing one. What the 

prophets of Jehovah did, the worshippers of Baal failed to do; yet artifice and delusion claimed 

that they could equal the work of wisdom. 
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Science only can explain the incredible good and evil elements now coming to the surface. 

Mortals must find refuge in Truth in order to escape the error of these latter days. 

 

13. 96 : 12-15, 21-23 

 

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there 

will be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. 

 

Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has begun, and 

will continue until all errors of belief yield to understanding. 

 

14. 97 : 5-25 
 

In reality, the more closely error simulates truth and so-called matter resembles its essence, 

mortal mind, the more impotent error becomes as a belief. According to human belief, the 

lightning is fierce and the electric current swift, yet in Christian Science the flight of one and the 

blow of the other will become harmless. The more destructive matter becomes, the more its 

nothingness will appear, until matter reaches its mortal zenith in illusion and forever disappears. 

The nearer a false belief approaches truth without passing the boundary where, having been 

destroyed by divine Love, it ceases to be even an illusion, the riper it becomes for destruction. 

The more material the belief, the more obvious its error, until divine Spirit, supreme in its 

domain, dominates all matter, and man is found in the likeness of Spirit, his original being. 

 

The broadest facts array the most falsities against themselves, for they bring error from under 

cover. It requires courage to utter truth; for the higher Truth lifts her voice, the louder will error 

scream, until its inarticulate sound is forever silenced in oblivion. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237 
 

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health, 

page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.  
 

 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


