SUNDAY MARCH 29, 2020

SUBJECT—REALITY
GOLDEN TEXT: JOHN 19 : 11

“Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except
it were given thee from above.” – Christ Jesus

RESPONSIVE READING: Romans 13 : 1
I Chronicles 29 : 11, 12
Psalm 145 : 10–13
1.

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God.

11.

Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the
majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O
LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all.

12.

Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is
power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.

10.

All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.

11.

They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;

12.

To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his
kingdom.

13.

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all
generations.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Genesis 1 : 1, 3, 7 (to ,), 21 (to 2nd ,), 26 (to dominion), 27 (to ,), 31 (to 1st .)

1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

3

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

7

And God made the firmament,

21

And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth,

26

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion …

27

So God created man in his own image,

31

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

2.

Isaiah 43 : 10, 11, 13

10

Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may
know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed,
neither shall there be after me.

11

I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.

13

Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will
work, and who shall let it?

3.

Matthew 4 : 23

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

4.

Matthew 9 : 1-8

1

And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020
SUBJECT: REALITY

Page 3

2

And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus
seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be
forgiven thee.

3

And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.

4

And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?

5

For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?

6

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith
he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.

7

And he arose, and departed to his house.

8

But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such
power unto men.

5.

Matthew 21 : 23

23

And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things?
and who gave thee this authority?

6.

Matthew 22 : 15, 29

15

Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk.

29

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power
of God.

7.

John 14 : 10 (the words), 12 (to 1st ;)

10

…the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in
me, he doeth the works.

12

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also;
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8.

Acts 3 : 1, 2, 4, 6-8, 11, 12

1

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the
ninth hour.

2

And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the
gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the
temple;

4

And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.

6

Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

7

And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ancle
bones received strength.

8

And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking,
and leaping, and praising God.

11

And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together
unto them in the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering.

12

And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at
this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had
made this man to walk?

9.

II Peter 1 : 2, 3, 16

2

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord,

3

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

16

For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

10.

Ephesians 1 : 16 (to thanks), 17, 18 (to ;), 19, 21

16

Cease not to give thanks …
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17

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

18

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened;

19

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to
the working of his mighty power,

21

Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

11.

Ephesians 3 : 14, 15, 20 (unto), 21

14

For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15

Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

20

…unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us,

21

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.

Science and Health
1.

478 : 26-27

That only is real which reflects God.
2.

228 : 25 only

There is no power apart from God.
3.

207 : 20-23

There is but one primal cause. Therefore there can be no effect from any other cause, and there
can be no reality in aught which does not proceed from this great and only cause.
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108 : 19-29

When apparently near the confines of mortal existence, standing already within the shadow of
the death-valley, I learned these truths in divine Science: that all real being is in God, the divine
Mind, and that Life, Truth, and Love are all-powerful and ever-present; that the opposite of
Truth, — called error, sin, sickness, disease, death, — is the false testimony of false material
sense, of mind in matter; that this false sense evolves, in belief, a subjective state of mortal mind
which this same so-called mind names matter, thereby shutting out the true sense of Spirit.
5.

275 : 10-12

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the
divine Principle of all that really is.
6.

515 : 28-8

Now compare man before the mirror to his divine Principle, God. Call the mirror divine Science,
and call man the reflection. Then note how true, according to Christian Science, is the reflection
to its original. As the reflection of yourself appears in the mirror, so you, being spiritual, are the
reflection of God. The substance, Life, intelligence, Truth, and Love, which constitute Deity, are
reflected by His creation; and when we subordinate the false testimony of the corporeal senses
to the facts of Science, we shall see this true likeness and reflection everywhere.
7.

52 : 23-28 (to ;)

The highest earthly representative of God, speaking of human ability to reflect divine power,
prophetically said to his disciples, speaking not for their day only but for all time: “He that
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;"
8.

xi : 9-14

The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from the operation of
divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in human consciousness and
disappear as naturally and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation.
9.

418 : 12-15, 28-32

It must be clear to you that sickness is no more the reality of being than is sin. This mortal
dream of sickness, sin, and death should cease through Christian Science.
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Speak the truth to every form of error. Tumors, ulcers, tubercles, inflammation, pain, deformed
joints, are waking dream-shadows, dark images of mortal thought, which flee before the light of
Truth.
10.

192 : 32-14

I was called to visit Mr. Clark in Lynn, who had been confined to his bed six months with hipdisease, caused by a fall upon a wooden spike when quite a boy. On entering the house I met his
physician, who said that the patient was dying. The physician had just probed the ulcer on the
hip, and said the bone was carious for several inches. He even showed me the probe, which had
on it the evidence of this condition of the bone. The doctor went out. Mr. Clark lay with his eyes
fixed and sightless. The dew of death was on his brow. I went to his bedside. In a few moments
his face changed; its death-pallor gave place to a natural hue. The eyelids closed gently and the
breathing became natural; he was asleep. In about ten minutes he opened his eyes and said: "I
feel like a new man. My suffering is all gone."
11.

193 : 17-19, 20-21

I told him to rise, dress himself, and take supper with his family. He did so. The next day I saw
him in the yard. … The discharge from the sore stopped, and the sore was healed.
12.

243 : 32-6

Inasmuch as God is good and the fount of all being, He does not produce moral or physical
deformity; therefore such deformity is not real, but is illusion, the mirage of error. Divine
Science reveals these grand facts. On their basis Jesus demonstrated Life, never fearing nor
obeying error in any form.
13.

177 : 19-24

But a lie, the opposite of Truth, cannot name the qualities and effects of what is termed matter,
and create the so-called laws of the flesh, nor can a lie hold the preponderance of power in any
direction against God, Spirit and Truth.
14.

454 : 11-13

That evil or matter has neither intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of absolute Christian
Science, and this is the great truth which strips all disguise from error.
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421 : 15-18 (to 2nd .)

Insist vehemently on the great fact which covers the whole ground, that God, Spirit, is all, and
that there is none beside Him. There is no disease.
16.

130 : 26-7

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth, and
doubts the supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous
claims of evil and doubt them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake
it, — no longer imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent? Truth should not seem so
surprising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem so real as truth. Sickness should not
seem so real as health. There is no error in Science, and our lives must be governed by reality in
order to be in harmony with God, the divine Principle of all being.
When once destroyed by divine Science, the false evidence before the corporeal senses
disappears.
17.

76 : 18-21

Suffering, sinning, dying beliefs are unreal. When divine Science is universally understood, they
will have no power over man, for man is immortal and lives by divine authority.
18.

472 : 24 (All)-26

All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good,
and He makes all that is made.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

