SUNDAY JANUARY 26, 2020

SUBJECT—TRUTH
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 86 : 11

“Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 100 : 1-5

1.

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

2.

Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

3.

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

4.

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto
him, and bless his name.

5.

For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Deuteronomy 32 : 1-4

1

Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.

2

My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain
upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:

3

Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God.

4

He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and
without iniquity, just and right is he.

2.

Daniel 3 : 1, 8, 10-13 (to 1st .), 14 (to 1st ,), 15 (fall) (to ;), 15 (but), 16 (to 4th ,),
17, 18, 21, 24-26, 28, 29

1

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits,
and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of
Babylon.

8

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.

10

Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet,
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and
worship the golden image:

11

And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace.

12

There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they
serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

13

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego.

14

Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them,
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15

…fall down and worship the image which I have made; … but if ye worship not, ye shall
be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that
shall deliver you out of my hands?

16

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king,

17

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.

18

But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set up.

21

Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other
garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said
unto his counsellers, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They
answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

25

He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they
have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

26

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake,
and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come
forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the
midst of the fire.

28

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and
have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor
worship any god, except their own God.

29

Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any
thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces,
and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver
after this sort.

3.

John 8 : 1, 2, 26-32

1

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

2

And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto
him; and he sat down, and taught them.
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26

I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to
the world those things which I have heard of him.

27

They understood not that he spake to them of the Father.

28

Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know
that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak
these things.

29

And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those
things that please him.

30

As he spake these words, many believed on him.

31

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed;

32

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

4.

James 1 : 17, 18

17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

18

Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits
of his creatures.

Science and Health
1.

vii : 13-21

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems,
knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of
materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The
only guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal.
Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever."
2.

224 : 28-4

Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, "Slavery is
abolished." The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine
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Love. What is this supposed power, which opposes itself to God? Whence cometh it? What is it
that binds man with iron shackles to sin, sickness, and death? Whatever enslaves man is opposed
to the divine government. Truth makes man free.
3.

259 : 6-14

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ
Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their
poor thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and
dying. The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect
Principle and idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and
demonstration.
4.

286 : 1-15

To seek Truth through belief in a human doctrine is not to understand the infinite. We must not
seek the immutable and immortal through the finite, mutable, and mortal, and so depend upon
belief instead of demonstration, for this is fatal to a knowledge of Science. The understanding of
Truth gives full faith in Truth, and spiritual understanding is better than all burnt offerings.
The Master said, "No man cometh unto the Father [the divine Principle of being] but by me,"
Christ, Life, Truth, Love; for Christ says, "I am the way." Physical causation was put aside from
first to last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the divine Principle, Love, creates and
governs all that is real.
5.

161 : 5-10

Holy inspiration has created states of mind which have been able to nullify the action of the
flames, as in the Bible case of the three young Hebrew captives, cast into the Babylonian
furnace; while an opposite mental state might produce spontaneous combustion.
6.

243 : 4-9

The divine Love, which made harmless the poisonous viper, which delivered men from the
boiling oil, from the fiery furnace, from the jaws of the lion, can heal the sick in every age and
triumph over sin and death. It crowned the demonstrations of Jesus with unsurpassed power and
love.
7.

167 : 22-31

It is not wise to take a halting and half-way position or to expect to work equally with Spirit and
matter, Truth and error. There is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which leads to
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spiritual being. The scientific government of the body must be attained through the divine Mind.
It is impossible to gain control over the body in any other way. On this fundamental point, timid
conservatism is absolutely inadmissible. Only through radical reliance on Truth can scientific
healing power be realized.
8.

495 : 6-13

If sickness is true or the idea of Truth, you cannot destroy sickness, and it would be absurd to
try. Then classify sickness and error as our Master did, when he spoke of the sick, "whom Satan
hath bound," and find a sovereign antidote for error in the life-giving power of Truth acting on
human belief, a power which opens the prison doors to such as are bound, and sets the captive
free physically and morally.
9.

227 : 14-29

Discerning the rights of man, we cannot fail to foresee the doom of all oppression. Slavery is not
the legitimate state of man. God made man free. Paul said, "I was free born." All men should be
free. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." Love and Truth make free, but evil and
error lead into captivity.
Christian Science raises the standard of liberty and cries: "Follow me! Escape from the bondage
of sickness, sin, and death!" Jesus marked out the way. Citizens of the world, accept the
"glorious liberty of the children of God," and be free! This is your divine right. The illusion of
material sense, not divine law, has bound you, entangled your free limbs, crippled your
capacities, enfeebled your body, and defaced the tablet of your being.
10.

368 : 2-9

The confidence inspired by Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error
is a coward before Truth. Divine Science insists that time will prove all this. Both truth and error
have come nearer than ever before to the apprehension of mortals, and truth will become still
clearer as error is self-destroyed.
11.

130 : 26-5

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth, and
doubts the supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous
claims of evil and doubt them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake
it, — no longer imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent? Truth should not seem so
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surprising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem so real as truth. Sickness should not
seem so real as health. There is no error in Science, and our lives must be governed by reality in
order to be in harmony with God, the divine Principle of all being.
12.

228 : 11-15

The enslavement of man is not legitimate. It will cease when man enters into his heritage of
freedom, his God-given dominion over the material senses. Mortals will some day assert their
freedom in the name of Almighty God.
13.

288 : 31-1

The eternal Truth destroys what mortals seem to have learned from error, and man's real
existence as a child of God comes to light.
14.

380 : 4 only

Truth is always the victor.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

