SUNDAY FEBRUARY 2, 2020

SUBJECT—LOVE
GOLDEN TEXT: I JOHN 4 : 11

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”

RESPONSIVE READING: I John 3 : 18
Luke 6 : 31
I John 3 : 17, 16
John 15 : 13

18.

My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

31.

And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.

17.

But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

16.

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brethren.

13.

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Jeremiah 5 : 1

1

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in
the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment,
that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.

2.

Ezekiel 13 : 1, 4, 5

1

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

4

O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.

5

Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to
stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.

3.

Ezekiel 22 : 30

30

And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap
before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.

4.

Amos 9 : 9, 11

9

For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn
is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth.

11

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches
thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old:

5.

Isaiah 58 : 12

12

And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the
foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach,
The restorer of paths to dwell in.

6.

Matthew 1 : 1

1

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
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7.

Matthew 9 : 35-38

35

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease
among the people.

36

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

37

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

38

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his
harvest.

8.

Matthew 10 : 5-8

5

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

6

But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

7

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

8

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received,
freely give.

9.

Matthew 5 : 38-47

38

Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:

39

But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also.

40

And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke
also.

41

And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.

42

Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.

43

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy.
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44

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

45

That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

46

For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the
same?

47

And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so?

10.

John 15 : 12

12

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

11.

John 17 : 1, 6, 9, 10, 20, 26

1

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

6

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

9

I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they
are thine.

10

And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.

20

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word;

26

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

12.

Colossians 1 : 9-11

9

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to
desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding;
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10

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and
longsuffering with joyfulness;

13.

1 Timothy 2 : 1-4, 8

1

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men;

2

For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and honesty.

3

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;

4

Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

8

I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
doubting.

14.

James 5 : 16 (pray) (to ,), 16 (The)

16

…pray one for another, … The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Science and Health
1.

266 : 18 (Universal)-19

Universal Love is the divine way in Christian Science.
2.

454 : 17-24

Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires,
illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength
and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for
divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. Patience
must “have her perfect work.”
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192 : 27-29

We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by following the example of our Master in the
understanding of divine metaphysics.
4.

31 : 12-17

First in the list of Christian duties, he taught his followers the healing power of Truth and Love.
He attached no importance to dead ceremonies. It is the living Christ, the practical Truth, which
makes Jesus “the resurrection and the life” to all who follow him in deed.
5.

4 : 3-9

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience,
meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his
example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he
has done.
6.

37 : 22-25

It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of every child, man, and woman, — to follow in
some degree the example of the Master by the demonstration of Truth and Life, of health and
holiness.
7.

271 : 11-19

In Latin the word rendered disciple signifies student; and the word indicates that the power of
healing was not a supernatural gift to those learners, but the result of their cultivated spiritual
understanding of the divine Science, which their Master demonstrated by healing the sick and
sinning. Hence the universal application of his saying: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me [understand me] through their word.”
8.

496 : 5-8

You will learn that in Christian Science the first duty is to obey God, to have one Mind, and to
love another as yourself.
9.

88 : 18-20

To love one’s neighbor as one’s self, is a divine idea; but this idea can never be seen, felt, nor
understood through the physical senses.
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275 : 12-19

Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the Scriptural names for God. All
substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and effect belong to God. These are
His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine Principle, Love. No wisdom is
wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is Life but the divine; no good is,
but the good God bestows.
11.

205 : 22-3

When we realize that there is one Mind, the divine law of loving our neighbor as ourselves is
unfolded; whereas a belief in many ruling minds hinders man’s normal drift towards the one
Mind, one God, and leads human thought into opposite channels where selfishness reigns.
Selfishness tips the beam of human existence towards the side of error, not towards Truth.
Denial of the oneness of Mind throws our weight into the scale, not of Spirit, God, good, but of
matter.
When we fully understand our relation to the Divine, we can have no other Mind but His, — no
other Love, wisdom, or Truth, no other sense of Life, and no consciousness of the existence of
matter or error.
12.

113 : 3-8

The letter of Science plentifully reaches humanity to-day, but its spirit comes only in small
degrees. The vital part, the heart and soul of Christian Science, is Love. Without this, the letter is
but the dead body of Science, — pulseless, cold, inanimate.
13.

9 : 5-16

The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our neighbor better
because of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness, satisfied with having prayed for something better, though we give no evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living consistently
with our prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard our neighbor
unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never meet this great duty simply by
asking that it may be done. There is a cross to be taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of
our hope and faith.
14.

365 : 15-19, 31-2

If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished
at one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning
sunshine.
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2020
SUBJECT: LOVE

Page 8

The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a
priceless sense of the dear Father’s loving-kindness.
15.

518 : 13-23

God gives the lesser idea of Himself for a link to the greater, and in return, the higher always
protects the lower. The rich in spirit help the poor in one grand brotherhood, all having the same
Principle, or Father; and blessed is that man who seeth is his brother’s need and supplieth it,
seeking his own in another’s good. Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality,
and goodness, which shine through all as the blossom shines through the bud. All the varied
expressions of God reflect health, holiness, immortality — infinite Life, Truth, and Love.
16.

572 : 6-8, 12-17

“Love one another” (I John, iii. 23), is the most simple and profound counsel of the inspired
writer.
Love fulfils the law of Christian Science, and nothing short of this divine Principle, understood
and demonstrated, can ever furnish the vision of the Apocalypse, open the seven seals of error
with Truth, or uncover the myriad illusions of sin, sickness, and death.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

