SUNDAY DECEMBER 20, 2020

SUBJECT—IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN, EVOLVED BY
ATOMIC FORCE?
GOLDEN TEXT: PROVERBS 3 : 19

“The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth;
by understanding hath he established the heavens.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 95 : 1-6

1.

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

2.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him
with psalms.

3.

For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

4.

In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also.

5.

The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land.

6.

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Genesis 1 : 1, 26-28, 31 (to 1st .)

1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

26

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.

28

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

31

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

2.

Exodus 14 : 5 (it), 6, 15 (to 1st ,), 15 (speak), 19-23, 26-28, 30, 31

5

…it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his
servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we done this, that we
have let Israel go from serving us?

6

And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him:

15

And the LORD said unto Moses, … speak unto the children of Israel, that they go
forward:

19

And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind
them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:

20

And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a
cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not
near the other all the night.
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21

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back
by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were
divided.

22

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.

23

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all
Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

26

And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may
come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.

27

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength
when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

28

And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of
Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them.

30

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.

31

And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people
feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.

3.

Psalm 114 : 1-8

1

When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language;

2

Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion.

3

The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back.

4

The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs.

5

What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back?
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6

Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like lambs?

7

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;

8

Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters.

4.

Matthew 14 : 22 (to 1st ,), 23 (to :), 24-33

22

And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship,

23

And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray:

24

But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was
contrary.

25

And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.

26

And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a
spirit; and they cried out for fear.

27

But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

28

And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the
water.

29

And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the
water, to go to Jesus.

30

But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried,
saying, Lord, save me.

31

And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

32

And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.

33

Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the
Son of God.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020
SUBJECT: IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN, EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE?

Page 5

5.

Revelation 21 : 3, 6, 7

3

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.

6

And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

7

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

Science and Health
1.

583 : 20 (to .), 23 (Principle)-25

CREATOR. … Principle; God, who made all that was made and could not create an atom or an
element the opposite of Himself.
2.

295 : 5-15

God creates and governs the universe, including man. The universe is filled with spiritual ideas,
which He evolves, and they are obedient to the Mind that makes them. Mortal mind would
transform the spiritual into the material, and then recover man's original self in order to escape
from the mortality of this error. Mortals are not like immortals, created in God's own image; but
infinite Spirit being all, mortal consciousness will at last yield to the scientific fact and
disappear, and the real sense of being, perfect and forever intact, will appear.
3.

539 : 19-1

It is false to say that Truth and error commingle in creation. In parable and argument, this falsity
is exposed by our Master as self-evidently wrong. Disputing these points with the Pharisees and
arguing for the Science of creation, Jesus said: "Do men gather grapes of thorns?" Paul asked:
"What communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial?"
The divine origin of Jesus gave him more than human power to expound the facts of creation,
and demonstrate the one Mind which makes and governs man and the universe. The Science of
creation, so conspicuous in the birth of Jesus, inspired his wisest and least-understood sayings,
and was the basis of his marvellous demonstrations.
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31 : 4-11

Jesus acknowledged no ties of the flesh. He said: "Call no man your father upon the earth: for
one is your Father, which is in heaven." Again he asked: "Who is my mother, and who are my
brethren," implying that it is they who do the will of his Father. We have no record of his calling
any man by the name of father. He recognized Spirit, God, as the only creator, and therefore as
the Father of all.
5.

134 : 31-10

A miracle fulfils God's law, but does not violate that law. This fact at present seems more
mysterious than the miracle itself. The Psalmist sang: "What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou
fleddest? Thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and
ye little hills, like lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the
God of Jacob." The miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the
Science of God's unchangeable law. Spiritual evolution alone is worthy of the exercise of divine
power.
6.

507 : 24-6

Infinite Mind creates and governs all, from the mental molecule to infinity. This divine Principle
of all expresses Science and art throughout His creation, and the immortality of man and the
universe. Creation is ever appearing, and must ever continue to appear from the nature of its
inexhaustible source. Mortal sense inverts this appearing and calls ideas material. Thus
misinterpreted, the divine idea seems to fall to the level of a human or material belief, called
mortal man. But the seed is in itself, only as the divine Mind is All and reproduces all — as
Mind is the multiplier, and Mind's infinite idea, man and the universe, is the product. The only
intelligence or substance of a thought, a seed, or a flower is God, the creator of it.
7.

547 : 15-30

In its history of mortality, Darwin's theory of evolution from a material basis is more consistent
than most theories. Briefly, this is Darwin's theory, — that Mind produces its opposite, matter,
and endues matter with power to recreate the universe, including man. Material evolution
implies that the great First Cause must become material, and afterwards must either return to
Mind or go down into dust and nothingness.
The Scriptures are very sacred. Our aim must be to have them understood spiritually, for only by
this understanding can truth be gained. The true theory of the universe, including man, is not in
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material history but in spiritual development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual,
and mortal theory of the universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal.
8.

303 : 10-20

Whatever reflects Mind, Life, Truth, and Love, is spiritually conceived and brought forth; but
the statement that man is conceived and evolved both spiritually and materially, or by both God
and man, contradicts this eternal truth. All the vanity of the ages can never make both these
contraries true. Divine Science lays the axe at the root of the illusion that life, or mind, is formed
by or is in the material body, and Science will eventually destroy this illusion through the selfdestruction of all error and the beatified understanding of the Science of Life.
9.

68 : 27-16

Christian Science presents unfoldment, not accretion; it manifests no material growth from
molecule to mind, but an impartation of the divine Mind to man and the universe. Proportionately as human generation ceases, the unbroken links of eternal, harmonious being will be
spiritually discerned; and man, not of the earth earthly but coexistent with God, will appear. The
scientific fact that man and the universe are evolved from Spirit, and so are spiritual, is as fixed
in divine Science as is the proof that mortals gain the sense of health only as they lose the sense
of sin and disease. Mortals can never understand God's creation while believing that man is a
creator. God's children already created will be cognized only as man finds the truth of being.
Thus it is that the real, ideal man appears in proportion as the false and material disappears. No
longer to marry or to be "given in marriage" neither closes man's continuity nor his sense of
increasing number in God's infinite plan. Spiritually to understand that there is but one creator,
God, unfolds all creation, confirms the Scriptures, brings the sweet assurance of no parting, no
pain, and of man deathless and perfect and eternal.
10.

502 : 27-5

The creative Principle — Life, Truth, and Love — is God. The universe reflects God. There is
but one creator and one creation. This creation consists of the unfolding of spiritual ideas and
their identities, which are embraced in the infinite Mind and forever reflected. These ideas range
from the infinitesimal to infinity, and the highest ideas are the sons and daughters of God.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

