SUNDAY AUGUST 2, 2020

SUBJECT—LOVE
GOLDEN TEXT: I JOHN 4 : 16
JOHN 6 : 37

“God is love. Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Luke 6 : 27, 31-33, 35, 36

27.

I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,

31.

And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.

32.

For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that
love them.

33.

And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do
even the same.

35.

But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your
reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the
unthankful and to the evil.

36.

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 103 : 1-4

1

Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

2

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

3

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

4

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
tender mercies;

2.

Isaiah 38 : 1-6

1

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz
came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou
shalt die, and not live.

2

Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD,

3

And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in
truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And
Hezekiah wept sore.

4

Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying,

5

Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard
thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.

6

And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will
defend this city.

3.

Matthew 4 : 23

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.
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4.

Matthew 9 : 18-25

18

While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and
worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon
her, and she shall live.

19

And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples.

20

And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came
behind him, and touched the hem of his garment:

21

For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole.

22

But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort;
thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.

23

And when Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw the minstrels and the people
making a noise,

24

He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed
him to scorn.

25

But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid
arose.

5.

John 8 : 1-11

1

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

2

And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto
him; and he sat down, and taught them.

3

And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when
they had set her in the midst,

4

They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

5

Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?
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6

This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

7

So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

8

And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

9

And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman
standing in the midst.

10

When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her,
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

11

She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin
no more.

6.

Luke 15 : 1-10

1

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.

2

And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth
with them.

3

And he spake this parable unto them, saying,

4

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

5

And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6

And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto
them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

7

I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more
than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

8

Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a
candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?
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9

And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying,
Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost.

10

Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth.

7.

Hebrews 10 : 23, 24

23

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;)

24

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works.

Science and Health
1.

2 : 23 (God is Love.) only

God is Love.
2.

13 : 2-4

Love is impartial and universal in its adaptation and bestowals. It is the open fount which cries,
"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters."
3.

566 : 29-13

The Old Testament assigns to the angels, God's divine messages, different offices. Michael's
characteristic is spiritual strength. He leads the hosts of heaven against the power of sin, Satan,
and fights the holy wars. Gabriel has the more quiet task of imparting a sense of the everpresence of ministering Love. These angels deliver us from the depths. Truth and Love come
nearer in the hour of woe, when strong faith or spiritual strength wrestles and prevails through
the understanding of God. The Gabriel of His presence has no contests. To infinite, ever-present
Love, all is Love, and there is no error, no sin, sickness, nor death. Against Love, the dragon
warreth not long, for he is killed by the divine Principle. Truth and Love prevail against the
dragon because the dragon cannot war with them. Thus endeth the conflict between the flesh and
Spirit.
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454 : 17-21

Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires,
illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength
and freedom to speech and action.
5.

19 : 6-11

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle
of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and
death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.
6.

52 : 19-23

The "man of sorrows" best understood the nothingness of material life and intelligence and the
mighty actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were the two cardinal points of Mind-healing,
or Christian Science, which armed him with Love.
7.

359 : 20-28

From Puritan parents, the discoverer of Christian Science early received her religious education.
In childhood, she often listened with joy to these words, falling from the lips of her saintly
mother, "God is able to raise you up from sickness;" and she pondered the meaning of that
Scripture she so often quotes: "And these signs shall follow them that believe; … they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover."
8.

26 : 5 (Jesus)-9, 21-27

Jesus spares us not one individual experience, if we follow his commands faithfully; and all
have the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration of his love, till all
are redeemed through divine Love.
Jesus' teaching and practice of Truth involved such a sacrifice as makes us admit its Principle to
be Love. This was the precious import of our Master's sinless career and of his demonstration of
power over death. He proved by his deeds that Christian Science destroys sickness, sin, and
death.
9.

365 : 15-19

If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished
at one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning
sunshine.
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366 : 12-21

The physician who lacks sympathy for his fellow-being is deficient in human affection, and we
have the apostolic warrant for asking: "He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
can he love God whom he hath not seen?" Not having this spiritual affection, the physician lacks
faith in the divine Mind and has not that recognition of infinite Love which alone confers the
healing power. Such so-called Scientists will strain out gnats, while they swallow the camels of
bigoted pedantry.
11.

367 : 3-9

The tender word and Christian encouragement of an invalid, pitiful patience with his fears and
the removal of them, are better than hecatombs of gushing theories, stereotyped borrowed
speeches, and the doling of arguments, which are but so many parodies on legitimate Christian
Science, aflame with divine Love.
12.

454 : 10-13

Love is enthroned. That evil or matter has neither intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of
absolute Christian Science, and this is the great truth which strips all disguise from error.
13.

337 : 7-13

For true happiness, man must harmonize with his Principle, divine Love; the Son must be in
accord with the Father, in conformity with Christ. According to divine Science, man is in a
degree as perfect as the Mind that forms him. The truth of being makes man harmonious and
immortal, while error is mortal and discordant.
14.

570 : 14-18

Millions of unprejudiced minds — simple seekers for Truth, weary wanderers, athirst in the
desert — are waiting and watching for rest and drink. Give them a cup of cold water in Christ's
name, and never fear the consequences.
15.

57 : 23-30

Love enriches the nature, enlarging, purifying, and elevating it. The wintry blasts of earth may
uproot the flowers of affection, and scatter them to the winds; but this severance of fleshly ties
serves to unite thought more closely to God, for Love supports the struggling heart until it
ceases to sigh over the world and begins to unfold its wings for heaven.
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577 : 32-18

In the following Psalm one word shows, though faintly, the light which Christian Science
throws on the Scriptures by substituting for the corporeal sense, the incorporeal or spiritual
sense of Deity: —

PSALM XXIII
[DIVINE LOVE] is my shepherd; I shall not want.
[LOVE] maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
[LOVE] leadeth me beside the still waters.
[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]: [LOVE] leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for [LOVE] is with me; [LOVE'S]
rod and [LOVE'S] staff they comfort me.
[LOVE] prepareth a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies: [LOVE] anointeth my head with oil; my cup
runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life; and I will dwell in the house [the consciousness] of
[LOVE] for ever.
17.

248 : 3 only

Love never loses sight of loveliness.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

