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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

SUBJECT—CHRIST JESUS
GOLDEN TEXT: REVELATION 22 : 16

“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches.
I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Ephesians 2 : 4-10

4.

God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

5.

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;)

6.

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus:

7.

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

8.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9.

Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 11 : 1-4

1

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of
his roots:

2

And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;

3

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

4

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of
the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips shall he slay the wicked.

2.

John 10 : 23 (Jesus)-33, 36-39

23

Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch.

24

Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.

25

Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s
name, they bear witness of me.

26

But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.

27

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

28

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand.

29

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father’s hand.

30

I and my Father are one.

31

Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.
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32

Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of
those works do ye stone me?

33

The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy;
and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.

36

Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou
blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?

37

If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.

38

But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe,
that the Father is in me, and I in him.

39

Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand,

3.

John 8 : 31 (to Jesus), 37 (to ;), 40, 44, 56-59

31

Then said Jesus

37

I know that ye are Abraham’s seed;

40

But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God:
this did not Abraham.

44

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

56

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.

57

Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen
Abraham?

58

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

59

Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the
temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

4.

Luke 14 : 25-33

25

And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them,
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26

If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

27

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

28

For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it?

29

Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it
begin to mock him,

30

Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

31

Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and
consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him
with twenty thousand?

32

Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth
conditions of peace.

33

So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple.

5.

Luke 4 : 33-36

33

And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried
out with a loud voice,

34

Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou
come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

35

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the
devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not.

36

And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for
with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.

6.

Hebrews 4 : 12

12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
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Science and Health
1.

583 : 10-11

Christ. The divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error.
2.

333 : 16 (The)-31

The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is
without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the
Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some
measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses,
and the prophets caught glorious glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these seers
in the divine nature, the essence of Love. The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will
be inseparable from the divine Principle, God. Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity
thus: “Before Abraham was, I am;” “I and my Father are one;” “My Father is greater than I.”
The one Spirit includes all identities.
3.

334 : 10 (The)-20

The invisible Christ was imperceptible to the so-called personal senses, whereas Jesus appeared
as a bodily existence. This dual personality of the unseen and the seen, the spiritual and material,
the eternal Christ and the corporeal Jesus manifest in flesh, continued until the Master’s
ascension, when the human, material concept, or Jesus, disappeared, while the spiritual self, or
Christ, continues to exist in the eternal order of divine Science, taking away the sins of the
world, as the Christ has always done, even before the human Jesus was incarnate to mortal eyes.
4.

315 : 29-11

Wearing in part a human form (that is, as it seemed to mortal view), being conceived by a
human mother, Jesus was the mediator between Spirit and the flesh, between Truth and error.
Explaining and demonstrating the way of divine Science, he became the way of salvation to all
who accepted his word. From him mortals may learn how to escape from evil. The real man
being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal
selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his relation to God, and to recognize the divine
sonship. Christ, Truth, was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over the
flesh, — to show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon the human mind and body,
healing sickness and destroying sin.
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6 : 23-6

Jesus uncovered and rebuked sin before he cast it out. Of a sick woman he said that Satan had
bound her, and to Peter he said, “Thou art an offence unto me.” He came teaching and showing
men how to destroy sin, sickness, and death. He said of the fruitless tree, “[It] is hewn down.”
It is believed by many that a certain magistrate, who lived in the time of Jesus, left this record:
“His rebuke is fearful.” The strong language of our Master confirms this description.
The only civil sentence which he had for error was, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Still stronger
evidence that Jesus’ reproof was pointed and pungent is found in his own words, — showing the
necessity for such forcible utterance, when he cast out devils and healed the sick and sinning.
6.

230 : 1-10

If sickness is real, it belongs to immortality; if true, it is a part of Truth. Would you attempt with
drugs, or without, to destroy a quality or condition of Truth? But if sickness and sin are
illusions, the awakening from this mortal dream, or illusion, will bring us into health, holiness,
and immortality. This awakening is the forever coming of Christ, the advanced appearing of
Truth, which casts out error and heals the sick. This is the salvation which comes through God,
the divine Principle, Love, as demonstrated by Jesus.
7.

41 : 28-32

The truth taught by Jesus, the elders scoffed at. Why? Because it demanded more than they were
willing to practise. It was enough for them to believe in a national Deity; but that belief, from
their time to ours, has never made a disciple who could cast out evils and heal the sick.
8.

141 : 4-9

Few understand or adhere to Jesus’ divine precepts for living and healing. Why? Because his
precepts require the disciple to cut off the right hand and pluck out the right eye, — that is, to set
aside even the most cherished beliefs and practices, to leave all for Christ.
9.

26 : 1-11 (to ;), 16-18

While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what he did for mortals, —
treading alone his loving pathway up to the throne of glory, in speechless agony exploring the
way for us, — yet Jesus spares us not one individual experience, if we follow his commands
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faithfully; and all have the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration
of his love, till all are redeemed through divine Love.
The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: “I am the way, the truth,
and the life;” … His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove what God is
and what He does for man.
10.

55 : 15-26

Truth’s immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God’s omnipotence and the
healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises
will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and
whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ’s cup now, and
is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

SUBJECT—MAN
GOLDEN TEXT: I CORINTHIANS 15 : 10

“But by the grace of God I am what I am:
and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain;
but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I,
but the grace of God which was with me.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 8 : 1-6

1.

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory
above the heavens.

2.

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine
enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.

3.

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou
hast ordained;

4.

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

5.

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory
and honour.

6.

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things
under his feet.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 1 : 18

18

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

2.

Isaiah 55 : 1-3, 6, 7

1

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

2

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which
satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul
delight itself in fatness.

3

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

6

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

7

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return
unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.

3.

John 3 : 16-18 (to :)

16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.

18

He that believeth on him is not condemned:

4.

Luke 7 : 36-50

36

And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.
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37

And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

38

And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the
ointment.

39

Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying,
This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this
is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

40

And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he
saith, Master, say on.

41

There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence,
and the other fifty.

42

And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore,
which of them will love him most?

43

Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto
him, Thou hast rightly judged.

44

And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears,
and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

45

Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss
my feet.

46

My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with
ointment.

47

Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much:
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

48

And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49

And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that
forgiveth sins also?

50

And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
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5.

John 1 : 12 (as many)-14, 16

12

…as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name:

13

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.

14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

16

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.

6.

Ephesians 2 : 4 (God), 5

4

God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

5

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;)

7.

Romans 8 : 1-4

1

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

3

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

8.

Titus 2 : 11-14

11

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

12

Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world;

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
SUBJECT: MAN

Page 5

13

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ;

14

Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

9.

II Corinthians 12 : 9 (to 1st .)

9

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness.

Science and Health
1.

589 : 9 (God)-10 (to and), 10 (man)-11

God is the divine Principle of all existence, and … man is His idea, the child of His care.
2.

475 : 7-9, 14-16 (to ;)

The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of God. … He is the
compound idea of God, including all right ideas; the generic term for all that reflects God's
image and likeness;
3.

332 : 4 (Father)-5

Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which indicates His tender relationship to His spiritual
creation.
4.

6 : 17-18

"God is Love." More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go.
5.

333 : 19-23

Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual
idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some measure of power and grace to all
prepared to receive Christ, Truth.
6.

42 : 1-2 (to ,)

Jesus' life proved, divinely and scientifically, that God is Love,
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35 : 30 only

The design of Love is to reform the sinner.
8.

494 : 15 (The)-19

The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as
well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from its own
convictions and seek safety in divine Science.
9.

362 : 1-7

It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a
certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the disciple. While they
were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A
"strange woman" came in.
10.

363 : 1-24, 31-7

She bore an alabaster jar containing costly and fragrant oil, — sandal oil perhaps, which is in
such common use in the East. Breaking the sealed jar, she perfumed Jesus' feet with the oil,
wiping them with her long hair, which hung loosely about her shoulders, as was customary with
women of her grade.
Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her compassionately.
Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts, especially his
host, — that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect
the woman's immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a
short story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who
were released from their obligations by their common creditor. "Which of them will love him
most?" was the Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, "He to whom he
forgave most." Jesus approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it
with that remarkable declaration to the woman, "Thy sins are forgiven."
Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? … Certainly there was encouragement in
the mere fact that she was showing her affection for a man of undoubted goodness and purity,
who has since been rightfully regarded as the best man that ever trod this planet. Her reverence
was unfeigned, and it was manifested towards one who was soon, though they knew it not, to
lay down his mortal existence in behalf of all sinners, that through his word and works they
might be redeemed from sensuality and sin.
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
SUBJECT: MAN

11.

Page 7

364 : 17-31

Do Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism
and for personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave small reward in return
for the spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If Christian Scientists are like
Simon, then it must be said of them also that they love little.
On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine repentance,
by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this woman? If so,
then it may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much,
because much is forgiven them.
12.

67 : 23-24

Grace and Truth are potent beyond all other means and methods.
13.

365 : 15-24

If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished
at one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning
sunshine. If the Scientist has enough Christly affection to win his own pardon, and such
commendation as the Magdalen gained from Jesus, then he is Christian enough to practise
scientifically and deal with his patients compassionately; and the result will correspond with the
spiritual intent.
14.

455 : 3-6

A mental state of self-condemnation and guilt or a faltering and doubting trust in Truth are
unsuitable conditions for healing the sick. Such mental states indicate weakness instead of
strength.
15.

292 : 27-31

This carnal material mentality, misnamed mind, is mortal. Therefore man would be annihilated,
were it not for the spiritual real man's indissoluble connection with his God, which Jesus
brought to light.
16.

476 : 28-5

When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is
within you;" that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man, showing that man in God's image is
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
SUBJECT: MAN

Page 8

unfallen and eternal. Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where
sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness,
and this correct view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is
intact, universal, and that man is pure and holy.
17.

4 : 12-16

The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made manifest in
the blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in audible words, attest
our worthiness to be partakers of Love.
18.

26 : 1-9

While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what he did for mortals, —
treading alone his loving pathway up to the throne of glory, in speechless agony exploring the
way for us, — yet Jesus spares us not one individual experience, if we follow his commands
faithfully; and all have the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration
of his love, till all are redeemed through divine Love.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 15, 2019

SUBJECT—SUBSTANCE
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 78 : 19

“Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?”

RESPONSIVE READING: I Chronicles 16 : 8-12, 23, 24

8.

Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the
people.

9.

Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works.

10.

Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.

11.

Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.

12.

Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his
mouth;

23.

Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salvation.

24.

Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all nations.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Deuteronomy 28 : 12

12

The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy
land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many
nations, and thou shalt not borrow.

2.

Romans 11 : 33, 36 (to 1st .)

33

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

36

For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever.

3.

Psalm 68 : 17 (to :), 19 (to 1st .)

17

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels:

19

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation.

4.

Exodus 16 : 11-18

11

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

12

I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even
ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that
I am the LORD your God.

13

And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the
morning the dew lay round about the host.

14

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay
a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground.

15

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist
not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given
you to eat.

16

This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every man according to
his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons; take ye
every man for them which are in his tents.
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17

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less.

18

And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he
that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating.

5.

Exodus 17 : 1-7

1

And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin,
after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in
Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink.

2

Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink.
And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD?

3

And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and
said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and our cattle with thirst?

4

And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost
ready to stone me.

5

And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders
of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.

6

Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the
rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in
the sight of the elders of Israel.

7

And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the
children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or
not?

6.

Isaiah 58 : 11

11

And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat
thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose
waters fail not.

7.

Matthew 4 : 23

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2019
SUBJECT: SUBSTANCE

Page 4

8.

Matthew 5 : 2

2

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

9.

Matthew 6 : 26, 28 (Consider), 29

26

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

28

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

29

And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these.

10.

John 21 : 4 (when)-6

4

…when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not
that it was Jesus.

5

Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

6

And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They
cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

11.

Proverbs 8 : 14, 18-21

14

Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength.

18

Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.

19

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.

20

I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:

21

That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.

12.

Philippians 4 : 19 (my)

19

…my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
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Science and Health
1.

330 : 11 (God)-12

God is infinite, the only Life, substance, Spirit, or Soul, the only intelligence of the universe,
including man.
2.

468 : 16-24

Question. — What is substance?
Answer. — Substance is that which is eternal and incapable of discord and decay. Truth, Life,
and Love are substance, as the Scriptures use this word in Hebrews: "The substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." Spirit, the synonym of Mind, Soul, or God, is the
only real substance. The spiritual universe, including individual man, is a compound idea,
reflecting the divine substance of Spirit.
3.

349 : 31-5

In Christian Science, substance is understood to be Spirit, while the opponents of Christian
Science believe substance to be matter. They think of matter as something and almost the only
thing, and of the things which pertain to Spirit as next to nothing, or as very far removed from
daily experience. Christian Science takes exactly the opposite view.
4.

335 : 12-15

Spirit is the only substance, the invisible and indivisible infinite God. Things spiritual and
eternal are substantial. Things material and temporal are insubstantial.
5.

507 : 11-8

Genesis i. 11. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit
tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
The universe of Spirit reflects the creative power of the divine Principle, or Life, which
reproduces the multitudinous forms of Mind and governs the multiplication of the compound
idea man. The tree and herb do not yield fruit because of any propagating power of their own,
but because they reflect the Mind which includes all. A material world implies a mortal mind
and man a creator. The scientific divine creation declares immortal Mind and the universe
created by God.
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Infinite Mind creates and governs all, from the mental molecule to infinity. This divine Principle
of all expresses Science and art throughout His creation, and the immortality of man and the
universe. Creation is ever appearing, and must ever continue to appear from the nature of its
inexhaustible source. Mortal sense inverts this appearing and calls ideas material. Thus
misinterpreted, the divine idea seems to fall to the level of a human or material belief, called
mortal man. But the seed is in itself, only as the divine Mind is All and reproduces all — as
Mind is the multiplier, and Mind's infinite idea, man and the universe, is the product. The only
intelligence or substance of a thought, a seed, or a flower is God, the creator of it. Mind is the
Soul of all. Mind is Life, Truth, and Love which governs all.
6.

60 : 29-31

Soul has infinite resources with which to bless mankind, and happiness would be more readily
attained and would be more secure in our keeping, if sought in Soul.
7.

206 : 15-18

In the scientific relation of God to man, we find that whatever blesses one blesses all, as Jesus
showed with the loaves and the fishes, — Spirit, not matter, being the source of supply.
8.

507 : 3-6

Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual creation, thus
tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God.
9.

2 : 26 (Shall)-30

Shall we plead for more at the open fount, which is pouring forth more than we accept? The
unspoken desire does bring us nearer the source of all existence and blessedness.
10.

530 : 5-12

In divine Science, man is sustained by God, the divine Principle of being. The earth, at God's
command, brings forth food for man's use. Knowing this, Jesus once said, "Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink," — presuming not on the prerogative of his
creator, but recognizing God, the Father and Mother of all, as able to feed and clothe man as He
doth the lilies.
11.

442 : 22-29

Christ, Truth, gives mortals temporary food and clothing until the material, transformed with the
ideal, disappears, and man is clothed and fed spiritually. St. Paul says, "Work out your own
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salvation with fear and trembling:" Jesus said, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom." This truth is Christian Science.
12.

367 : 30-32

Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in
goodness, error, Truth's opposite, has no might.
13.

454 : 4-9

Teach your students the omnipotence of Truth, which illustrates the impotence of error. The
understanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-power destroys fear, and plants the feet in the
true path, — the path which leads to the house built without hands "eternal in the heavens."
14.

578 : 5-18

[DIVINE LOVE] is my shepherd; I shall not want.
[LOVE] maketh me to lie down in green pastures: [LOVE] leadeth me beside the still waters.
[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]: [LOVE] leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
His name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for [LOVE] is
with me; [LOVE’S] rod and [LOVE’S] staff they comfort me.
[LOVE] prepareth a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: [LOVE] anointeth my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house
[the consciousness] of [LOVE] for ever.
15.

494 : 10-14

Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine
that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period
of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 22, 2019

SUBJECT—MATTER
GOLDEN TEXT: II CORINTHIANS 6 : 16

“And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Galatians 3 : 3
I Corinthians 6 : 15, 19, 20
I Corinthians 8 : 4-6

3.

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

15.

Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ?

19.

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which
ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

20.

Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

4.

We know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.

5.

For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods
many, and lords many,)

6.

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019
SUBJECT: MATTER

Page 2

LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Deuteronomy 5 : 6 (to 1st ,), 7-9 (to :)

6

I am the LORD thy God,

7

Thou shalt have none other gods before me.

8

Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth:

9

Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them:

2.

Isaiah 42 : 6-8, 12, 16-18

6

I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;

7

To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison house.

8

I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my
praise to graven images.

12

Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands.

16

And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they
have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.

17

They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that
say to the molten images, Ye are our gods.

18

Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see.

3.

John 9 : 1-3, 6, 7, 15, 26-28, 30, 32-38

1

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.

2

And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind?
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3

Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God
should be made manifest in him.

6

When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

7

And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He
went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

15

Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto
them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.

26

Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes?

27

He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear
it again? will ye also be his disciples?

28

Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples.

30

The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know
not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.

32

Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born
blind.

33

If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.

34

They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach
us? And they cast him out.

35

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him,
Dost thou believe on the Son of God?

36

He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?

37

And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.

38

And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.

4.

Romans 6 : 16, 19

16

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
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19

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have
yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now
yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.

5.

Romans 8 : 5, 9 (to 2nd ,), 14

5

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit.

9

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit,

14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

6.

I Corinthians 10 : 14, 19, 20

14

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.

19

What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is
any thing?

20

But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to
God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.

7.

Acts 17 : 16-18, 22-25, 27 (he), 28

16

Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the
city wholly given to idolatry.

17

Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and
in the market daily with them that met with him.

18

Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And
some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of
strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.

22

Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in
all things ye are too superstitious.

23

For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO
THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.
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24

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25

Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth
to all life, and breath, and all things;

27

…he be not far from every one of us:

28

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are also his offspring.

8.

I John 5 : 4, 20, 21

4

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.

20

And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we
may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God, and eternal life.

21

Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Science and Health
1.

335 : 7 (Spirit)-8 (to 2nd .)

Spirit, God, has created all in and of Himself. Spirit never created matter.
2.

591 : 8-15

MATTER. Mythology; mortality; another name for mortal mind; illusion; intelligence,
substance, and life in non-intelligence and mortality; life resulting in death, and death in life;
sensation in the sensationless; mind originating in matter; the opposite of Truth; the opposite of
Spirit; the opposite of God; that of which immortal Mind takes no cognizance; that which mortal
mind sees, feels, hears, tastes, and smells only in belief.
3.

146 : 5-6

The first idolatry was faith in matter.
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119 : 1-5 (to ,)

When we endow matter with vague spiritual power, — that is, when we do so in our theories,
for of course we cannot really endow matter with what it does not and cannot possess, — we
disown the Almighty,
5.

94 : 1-3

Jesus taught but one God, one Spirit, who makes man in the image and likeness of Himself, —
of Spirit, not of matter.
6.

292 : 13-18

Matter is the primitive belief of mortal mind, because this so-called mind has no cognizance of
Spirit. To mortal mind, matter is substantial, and evil is real. The so-called senses of mortals are
material. Hence the so-called life of mortals is dependent on matter.
7.

174 : 4-6

Is civilization only a higher form of idolatry, that man should bow down to a flesh-brush, to
flannels, to baths, diet, exercise, and air?
8.

186 : 32-11 (to ,)

The human mind has been an idolater from the beginning, having other gods and believing in
more than the one Mind.
As mortals do not comprehend even mortal existence, how ignorant must they be of the allknowing Mind and of His creations.
Here you may see how so-called material sense creates its own forms of thought, gives them
material names, and then worships and fears them. With pagan blindness, it attributes to some
material god or medicine an ability beyond itself. The beliefs of the human mind rob and
enslave it,
9.

214 : 18-21

We bow down to matter, and entertain finite thoughts of God like the pagan idolater. Mortals are
inclined to fear and to obey what they consider a material body more than they do a spiritual
God.
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170 : 32-3

Matter, which takes divine power into its own hands and claims to be a creator, is a fiction, in
which paganism and lust are so sanctioned by society that mankind has caught their moral
contagion.
11.

308 : 1-4

Art thou dwelling in the belief that mind is in matter, and that evil is mind, or art thou in the
living faith that there is and can be but one God, and keeping His commandment?"
12.

228 : 25-27

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other
power is to dishonor God.
13.

208 : 5-16

The Scriptures say, "In Him we live, and move, and have our being." What then is this seeming
power, independent of God, which causes disease and cures it? What is it but an error of belief,
— a law of mortal mind, wrong in every sense, embracing sin, sickness, and death? It is the very
antipode of immortal Mind, of Truth, and of spiritual law. It is not in accordance with the
goodness of God's character that He should make man sick, then leave man to heal himself; it is
absurd to suppose that matter can both cause and cure disease, or that Spirit, God, produces
disease and leaves the remedy to matter.
14.

393 : 16-24

Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in Science man reflects
God's government. Have no fear that matter can ache, swell, and be inflamed as the result of a
law of any kind, when it is self-evident that matter can have no pain nor inflammation. Your
body would suffer no more from tension or wounds than the trunk of a tree which you gash or
the electric wire which you stretch, were it not for mortal mind.
15.

397 : 26-32

We can never treat mortal mind and matter separately, because they combine as one. Give up the
belief that mind is, even temporarily, compressed within the skull, and you will quickly become
more manly or womanly. You will understand yourself and your Maker better than before.
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425 : 23-4

Consciousness constructs a better body when faith in matter has been conquered. Correct
material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. You will never fear
again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any portion of the body can
destroy you.
If you have sound and capacious lungs and want them to remain so, be always ready with the
mental protest against the opposite belief in heredity. Discard all notions about lungs, tubercles,
inherited consumption, or disease arising from any circumstance, and you will find that mortal
mind, when instructed by Truth, yields to divine power, which steers the body into health.
17.

380 : 32-1

Every law of matter or the body, supposed to govern man, is rendered null and void by the law
of Life, God.
18.

428 : 15-21

We should consecrate existence, not "to the unknown God" whom we "ignorantly worship," but
to the eternal builder, the everlasting Father, to the Life which mortal sense cannot impair nor
mortal belief destroy. We must realize the ability of mental might to offset human
misconceptions and to replace them with the life which is spiritual, not material.
19.

467 : 5 (Thou)-7, 13-16

Thou shalt have no intelligence, no life, no substance, no truth, no love, but that which is
spiritual. … Having no other gods, turning to no other but the one perfect Mind to guide him,
man is the likeness of God, pure and eternal, having that Mind which was also in Christ.
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Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2019

SUBJECT—REALITY
GOLDEN TEXT: ISAIAH 40 : 8

“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth:
but the word of our God shall stand for ever.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Proverbs 30 : 5
Isaiah 55 : 6-11
5.

Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

6.

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

7.

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return
unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.

8.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.

9.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and
my thoughts than your thoughts.

10.

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower,
and bread to the eater:

11.

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent
it.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

John 1 : 1, 3-14

1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

3

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

4

In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

7

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might
believe.

8

He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

9

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

10

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

11

He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

12

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name:

13

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.

14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

2.

Psalm 119 : 89-93, 99-103, 127-130

89

For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

90

Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth.
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91

They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants.

92

Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction.

93

I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me.

99

I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.

100

I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts.

101

I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.

102

I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me.

103

How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!

127

Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.

128

Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every
false way.

129

Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them.

130

The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.

3.

Luke 4 : 14, 15

14

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of
him through all the region round about.

15

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

4.

Luke 5 : 1

1

And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he
stood by the lake of Gennesaret,

5.

Luke 8 : 4-9, 11-15

4

And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every city,
he spake by a parable:
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5

A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was
trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

6

And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it
lacked moisture.

7

And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.

8

And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when
he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

9

And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be?

11

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

12

Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

13

They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these
have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

14

And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and
are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to
perfection.

15

But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard
the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

6.

Hebrews 4 : 12

12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

7.

II Timothy 3 : 1, 2, 4, 5, 14-17

1

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
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4

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

14

But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them;

15

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:

17

That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

Science and Health
1.

513 : 26-27

God creates all forms of reality. His thoughts are spiritual realities.
2.

525 : 17-24

In the Gospel of John, it is declared that all things were made through the Word of God, “and
without Him [the logos, or word] was not anything made that was made.” Everything good or
worthy, God made. Whatever is valueless or baneful, He did not make, — hence its unreality. In
the Science of Genesis we read that He saw everything which He had made, “and, behold, it was
very good.”
3.

275 : 10-24

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the
divine Principle of all that really is. Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the
Scriptural names for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and
effect belong to God. These are His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine
Principle, Love. No wisdom is wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is
Life but the divine; no good is, but the good God bestows.
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Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and
that Mind is God, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — that is, all power, all presence,
all Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind.
4.

497 : 3 (As)-4

As adherents of Truth, we take the inspired Word of the Bible as our sufficient guide to eternal
Life.
5.

406 : 1-6

The Bible contains the recipe for all healing. “The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations.” Sin and sickness are both healed by the same Principle. The tree is typical of man’s
divine Principle, which is equal to every emergency, offering full salvation from sin, sickness,
and death.
6.

480 : 29-6

If sin, sickness, and death were understood as nothingness, they would disappear. As vapor
melts before the sun, so evil would vanish before the reality of good. One must hide the other.
How important, then, to choose good as the reality! Man is tributary to God, Spirit, and to
nothing else. God’s being is infinity, freedom, harmony, and boundless bliss. “Where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty.” Like the archpriests of yore, man is free “to enter into the
holiest,” — the realm of God.
7.

207 : 20-29

There is but one primal cause. Therefore there can be no effect from any other cause, and there
can be no reality in aught which does not proceed from this great and only cause. Sin, sickness,
disease, and death belong not to the Science of being. They are the errors, which presuppose the
absence of Truth, Life, or Love.
The spiritual reality is the scientific fact in all things. The spiritual fact, repeated in the action of
man and the whole universe, is harmonious and is the ideal of Truth.
8.

335 : 7 (Spirit)-15

Spirit, God, has created all in and of Himself. Spirit never created matter. There is nothing in
Spirit out of which matter could be made, for, as the Bible declares, without the Logos, the Ӕon
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2019
SUBJECT: REALITY

Page 7

or Word of God, “was not anything made that was made.” Spirit is the only substance, the
invisible and indivisible infinite God. Things spiritual and eternal are substantial. Things
material and temporal are insubstantial.
9.

73 : 26-32

It is a grave mistake to suppose that matter is any part of the reality of intelligent existence, or
that Spirit and matter, intelligence and non-intelligence, can commune together. This error
Science will destroy. The sensual cannot be made the mouthpiece of the spiritual, nor can the
finite become the channel of the infinite.
10.

505 : 16-17, 20-28

Spirit imparts the understanding which uplifts consciousness and leads into all truth. … Spiritual
sense is the discernment of spiritual good. Understanding is the line of demarcation between the
real and unreal. Spiritual understanding unfolds Mind, — Life, Truth, and Love, — and
demonstrates the divine sense, giving the spiritual proof of the universe in Christian Science.
This understanding is not intellectual, is not the result of scholarly attainments; it is the reality of
all things brought to light.
11.

319 : 21-3

The divine Science taught in the original language of the Bible came through inspiration, and
needs inspiration to be understood. Hence the misapprehension of the spiritual meaning of the
Bible, and the misinterpretation of the Word in some instances by uninspired writers, who only
wrote down what an inspired teacher had said. A misplaced word changes the sense and
misstates the Science of the Scriptures, as, for instance, to name Love as merely an attribute of
God; but we can by special and proper capitalization speak of the love of Love, meaning by that
what the beloved disciple meant in one of his epistles, when he said, “God is love.” Likewise we
can speak of the truth of Truth and of the life of Life, for Christ plainly declared, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life.”
12.

272 : 3-16

The spiritual sense of truth must be gained before Truth can be understood. This sense is
assimilated only as we are honest, unselfish, loving, and meek. In the soil of an “honest and
good heart” the seed must be sown; else it beareth not much fruit, for the swinish element in
human nature uproots it. Jesus said: “Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures.” The spiritual sense
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of the Scriptures brings out the scientific sense, and is the new tongue referred to in the last
chapter of Mark’s Gospel.
Jesus’ parable of “the sower” shows the care our Master took not to impart to dull ears and gross
hearts the spiritual teachings which dulness and grossness could not accept.
13.

322 : 3-7

When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a
spiritual basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall
perceive Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle.
14.

503 : 12-15

Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, “God is All-inall,” and the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe.
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all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
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A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
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