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SUNDAY MARCH 31, 2019 

 
 

SUBJECT—REALITY 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  ECCLESIASTES 3 : 14 

 

  
“I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: 

nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: 

and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 19 : 1, 7-10, 14 

 

 

1. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

 

7. The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

making wise the simple. 

 

8. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is 

pure, enlightening the eyes. 

 

9. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and 

righteous altogether. 

 

10. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey 

and the honeycomb. 

 

14. Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O 

LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1. Psalm 16 : 1, 2 (to :), 5, 8, 10, 11 
 
1 Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust. 
 

2 O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: 

 
5 The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. 
 
8 I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 

moved. 
 
10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 

corruption. 
 

11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand 

there are pleasures for evermore. 
 

2. Isaiah 43 : 1-5, 7 
 
1 But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, 

Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 
 
2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they 

shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 

neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 
 
3 For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy 

ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 
 
4 Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: 

therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. 
 
5 Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the 

west; 
 
7 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have 

formed him; yea, I have made him. 
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3. Daniel 3 : 1 (to 1st ,), 8, 9 (to 1st ,), 12, 14, 15 (if ye worship not)-18,  

 21, 24, 25, 27 
 
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, 
 
8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. 
 
9 They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, 
 
12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they 

serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 
 
14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 
 
15 …if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 

furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 
 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 
 
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 

and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
 
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 

golden image which thou hast set up. 
 
21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other 

garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
 
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said 

unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They 

answered and said unto the king, True, O king. 
 
25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 

have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 
 
27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered 

together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of 

their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on 

them. 
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4. Luke 17 : 11-14 

 
11 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria 

and Galilee. 

 
12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which 

stood afar off: 

 
13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 

 
14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it 

came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 

 

5. I Corinthians 13 : 9, 10 

 
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

 
10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

 

6. I John 5 : 18, 20 

 
18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God 

keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 

 
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we 

may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 

This is the true God, and eternal life. 

 

7. Romans 12 : 1, 2 

 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 

8. Matthew 5 : 48 

 
48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 335 : 27-28 

 

Reality is spiritual, harmonious, immutable, immortal, divine, eternal. 

 

2. 475 : 11-13 

 

Man is spiritual and perfect; and because he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in 

Christian Science. 

 

3. 259 : 6-21 

 

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ 

Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their 

poor thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and 

dying. The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect 

Principle and idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and 

demonstration. 

 

If man was once perfect but has now lost his perfection, then mortals have never beheld in man 

the reflex image of God. The lost image is no image. The true likeness cannot be lost in divine 

reflection. Understanding this, Jesus said: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 

in heaven is perfect." 

 

4. 253 : 32-8 

 

The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to 

perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run, 

and not be weary; … walk, and not faint," who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or 

attain slowly and yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle 

between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory won. 

 

5. 414 : 26-31 

 

Keep in mind the verity of being, — that man is the image and likeness of God, in whom all 

being is painless and permanent. Remember that man's perfection is real and unimpeachable, 

whereas imperfection is blameworthy, unreal, and is not brought about by divine Love. 
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6. 275 : 20-24 
 
Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and 

that Mind is God, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — that is, all power, all presence, 

all Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind. 

 

7. 337 : 10-11 
 

According to divine Science, man is in a degree as perfect as the Mind that forms him. 
 

8. 353 : 14 (Time)-19 
 

Time has not yet reached eternity, immortality, complete reality. All the real is eternal. 

Perfection underlies reality. Without perfection, nothing is wholly real. All things will continue 

to disappear, until perfection appears and reality is reached. 
 

9. 478 : 24-27 
 

From beginning to end, whatever is mortal is composed of material human beliefs and of 

nothing else. That only is real which reflects God. 
 

10. 130 : 32-5 
 

Truth should not seem so surprising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem so real as 

truth. Sickness should not seem so real as health. There is no error in Science, and our lives must 

be governed by reality in order to be in harmony with God, the divine Principle of all being. 
 

11. 475 : 28-5 
 

Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. The real man cannot depart from holiness, nor can 

God, by whom man is evolved, engender the capacity or freedom to sin. A mortal sinner is not 

God's man. Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals. They are the children of the wicked one, 

or the one evil, which declares that man begins in dust or as a material embryo. In divine 

Science, God and the real man are inseparable as divine Principle and idea. 
 

12. 258 : 25-30 
 

Mortals have a very imperfect sense of the spiritual man and of the infinite range of his thought. 

To him belongs eternal Life. Never born and never dying, it were impossible for man, under the 

government of God in eternal Science, to fall from his high estate. 
 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019                                                                   Page 7  
SUBJECT: REALITY 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

13. 297 : 32 (Sickness)-4 
 

Sickness, sin, and death are the vague realities of human conclusions. Life, Truth, and Love are 

the realities of divine Science. They dawn in faith and glow full-orbed in spiritual 

understanding. 

 

14. 393 : 29-4 

 

Man is never sick, for Mind is not sick and matter cannot be. A false belief is both the tempter  

and the tempted, the sin and the sinner, the disease and its cause. It is well to be calm in 

sickness; to be hopeful is still better; but to understand that sickness is not real and that Truth 

can destroy its seeming reality, is best of all, for this understanding is the universal and perfect 

remedy. 

 

15. 161 : 3-10 

 

You say, "I have burned my finger." This is an exact statement, more exact than you suppose; 

for mortal mind, and not matter, burns it. Holy inspiration has created states of mind which have 

been able to nullify the action of the flames, as in the Bible case of the three young Hebrew 

captives, cast into the Babylonian furnace; while an opposite mental state might produce 

spontaneous combustion. 

 

16. 260 : 7-12 

 

The conceptions of mortal, erring thought must give way to the ideal of all that is perfect and 

eternal. Through many generations human beliefs will be attaining diviner conceptions, and the 

immortal and perfect model of God's creation will finally be seen as the only true conception of 

being. 

 

17. 470 : 11-16 (to 1st .), 32-5 

 

Divine Science explains the abstract statement that there is one Mind by the following self-

evident proposition: If God, or good, is real, then evil, the unlikeness of God, is unreal. And evil 

can only seem to be real by giving reality to the unreal. 

 

The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and 

Science knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the divine order or spiritual law, 

in which God and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its 

eternal history. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


