Plainfield Christian Science Church
Independent

Full-Text Lesson Sermon

December 2019

Plainfield, New Jersey, USA

Plainfield Christian Science Church
Independent
905 Prospect Avenue
P.O. Box 5619
Plainfield, NJ 07061-5619
(908) 756-4669

www.plainfieldcs.com

Saturday Adult Bible Study – 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Roundtable – 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service – 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School – 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Meeting – 8:15 p.m.

This church is not affiliated with
The First Church of Christ, Scientist in Boston, Massachusetts

Copyright, 2019
Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent
All rights reserved

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY,
ALIAS MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED …………….... DECEMBER 1, 2019

GOD THE ONLY CAUSE AND CREATOR ……..……….….…………… DECEMBER 8, 2019

GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN ……………………...………………... DECEMBER 15, 2019

IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN,
EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE? ………………………………..……... DECEMBER 22, 2019

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE ……………………………………...……...……... DECEMBER 29, 2019

The Lesson is to be studied daily during the
week prior to the Sunday date.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 1, 2019

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS
MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED
GOLDEN TEXT: ISAIAH 9 : 6

“The government shall be upon his shoulder.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Isaiah 1 : 9, 10
Jeremiah 23 : 1-5
9.

Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.

10.

Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye
people of Gomorrah.

1.

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.

2.

Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye
have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will
visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.

3.

And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them,
and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.

4.

And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more,
nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.

5.

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch,
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 7 : 10

10

My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart.

2.

Job 5 : 8-13, 15, 19-24 (to ;)

8

I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause:

9

Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number:

10

Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields:

11

To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety.

12

He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their
enterprise.

13

He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried
headlong.

15

But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the
mighty.

19

He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.

20

In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword.

21

Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of
destruction when it cometh.

22

At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of
the earth.

23

For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be
at peace with thee.

24

And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace;
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3.

Isaiah 50 : 7 (to ,), 10

7

For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set
my face like a flint,

10

Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay
upon his God.

4.

II Chronicles 15 : 1-4, 7, 8, 12, 14, 15, 19

1

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded:

2

And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and
Benjamin; The LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be
found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.

3

Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, and without a teaching
priest, and without law.

4

But when they in their trouble did turn unto the LORD God of Israel, and sought him, he
was found of them.

7

Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded.

8

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took
courage, and put away the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin,
and out of the cities which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of
the LORD, that was before the porch of the LORD.

12

And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their
heart and with all their soul;

14

And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets,
and with cornets.

15

And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him
with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave them rest round
about.

19

And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa.
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5.

Psalm 2 : 1-4, 10, 11

1

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

2

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the
LORD, and against his anointed, saying,

3

Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

4

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

10

Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

11

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

6.

Psalm 75 : 6, 7, 10

6

For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.

7

But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.

10

All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous shall be
exalted.

7.

II Corinthians 10 : 4, 5

4

(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds;)

5

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

8.

II Timothy 3 : 1, 2, 4, 5, 14-17

1

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
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4

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

14

But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them;

15

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:

17

That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

9.

II Timothy 4 : 18

18

And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his
heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Science and Health
1.

vii : 13-21

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems,
knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of
materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The
only guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal.
Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever."
2.

106 : 6-14

Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God has endowed man
with inalienable rights, among which are self-government, reason, and conscience. Man is
properly self-governed only when he is guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth
and Love.
Man's rights are invaded when the divine order is interfered with, and the mental trespasser
incurs the divine penalty due this crime.
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100 : 1-6

MESMERISM or animal magnetism was first brought into notice by Mesmer in Germany in
1775. According to the American Cyclopædia, he regarded this so-called force, which he said
could be exerted by one living organism over another, as a means of alleviating disease.
4.

101 : 21-25, 29-32

The author's own observations of the workings of animal magnetism convince her that it is not a
remedial agent, and that its effects upon those who practise it, and upon their subjects who do
not resist it, lead to moral and to physical death.
In no instance is the effect of animal magnetism, recently called hypnotism, other than the effect
of illusion. Any seeming benefit derived from it is proportional to one's faith in esoteric magic.
5.

102 : 1-8, 16-23, 30-2

Animal magnetism has no scientific foundation, for God governs all that is real, harmonious,
and eternal, and His power is neither animal nor human. Its basis being a belief and this belief
animal, in Science animal magnetism, mesmerism, or hypnotism is a mere negation, possessing
neither intelligence, power, nor reality, and in sense it is an unreal concept of the so-called
mortal mind.
The mild forms of animal magnetism are disappearing, and its aggressive features are coming to
the front. The looms of crime, hidden in the dark recesses of mortal thought, are every hour
weaving webs more complicated and subtle. So secret are the present methods of animal
magnetism that they ensnare the age into indolence, and produce the very apathy on the subject
which the criminal desires.
Mankind must learn that evil is not power. Its so-called despotism is but a phase of nothingness.
Christian Science despoils the kingdom of evil, and pre-eminently promotes affection and virtue
in families and therefore in the community.
6.

103 : 18-24

As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or
mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as
real as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or
malicious. The malicious form of hypnotism ultimates in moral idiocy.
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273 : 29-3

Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of error at
all times, but this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals and health when it
is opposed promptly and persistently by Christian Science. Truth and Love antidote this mental
miasma, and thus invigorate and sustain existence.
8.

94 : 12-16

The eastern empires and nations owe their false government to the misconceptions of Deity
there prevalent. Tyranny, intolerance, and bloodshed, wherever found, arise from the belief that
the infinite is formed after the pattern of mortal personality, passion, and impulse.
9.

224 : 11-12, 22-31 (to 2nd .)

In the record of nineteen centuries, there are sects many but not enough Christianity.
A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals
in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open
or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of
old to the patriarch at noonday?
Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, "Slavery is
abolished." The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine
Love.
10.

225 : 5-22

You may know when first Truth leads by the fewness and faithfulness of its followers. Thus it is
that the march of time bears onward freedom's banner. The powers of this world will fight, and
will command their sentinels not to let truth pass the guard until it subscribes to their systems;
but Science, heeding not the pointed bayonet, marches on. There is always some tumult, but
there is a rallying to truth's standard.
The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human
power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences,
breathing the omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and
abolish the whipping-post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did
the breath of freedom come from the cannon's mouth. Love is the liberator.
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96 : 12-20, 25-27, 31-4

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there
will be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up
of material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and
death, which assume new phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will
continue until the end of error, when all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.
As this consummation draws nearer, he who has shaped his course in accordance with divine
Science will endure to the end.
During this final conflict, wicked minds will endeavor to find means by which to accomplish
more evil; but those who discern Christian Science will hold crime in check. They will aid in the
ejection of error. They will maintain law and order, and cheerfully await the certainty of
ultimate perfection.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY DECEMBER 8, 2019

SUBJECT—GOD THE ONLY CAUSE AND CREATOR
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 148 : 11-13

“Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth:
both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: let them praise
the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent;
his glory is above the earth and heaven.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 95 : 1-7

1.

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

2.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him
with psalms.

3.

For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

4.

In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also.

5.

The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land.

6.

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.

7.

For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 77 : 13 (who)

13

…who is so great a God as our God?

2.

Genesis 1 : 1, 8 (to 1st .), 10 (to :), 11 (to :), 16, 21 (to :), 24 (to :), 27, 31 (to 1st .)

1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

8

And God called the firmament Heaven.

10

And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he
Seas:

11

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth:

16

And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to
rule the night: he made the stars also.

21

And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind:

24

And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and
creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind:

27

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.

31

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

3.

Isaiah 40 : 25, 26, 28

25

To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.

26

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out
their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that
he is strong in power; not one faileth.
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28

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his
understanding.

4.

Luke 1 : 26-28, 30-32 (to 1st :), 33 (and of)-35, 46, 47

26

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth,

27

To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary.

28

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women.

30

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

31

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his
name JESUS.

32

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:

33

…and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

34

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?

35

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

46

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

47

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

5.

Matthew 4 : 23 (to 1st ,)

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee,

6.

Luke 18 : 35-43

35

And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the
way side begging:
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36

And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

37

And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

38

And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

39

And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so
much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

40

And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come
near, he asked him,

41

Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive
my sight.

42

And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

43

And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the
people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

7.

Acts 17 : 22-28

22

Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in
all things ye are too superstitious.

23

For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO
THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

24

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25

Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth
to all life, and breath, and all things;

26

And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,
and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

27

That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though
he be not far from every one of us:

28

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are also his offspring.
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8.

Revelation 4 : 11

11

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

9.

Psalm 150 : 1 (to :), 6

1

Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary:

6

Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.

10.

Psalm 34 : 3

3

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.

Science and Health
1.

497 : 5 (We)-6

We acknowledge and adore one supreme and infinite God.
2.

295 : 5 only

God creates and governs the universe, including man.
3.

331 : 18 (God)-25

God is individual, incorporeal. He is divine Principle, Love, the universal cause, the only
creator, and there is no other self-existence. He is all-inclusive, and is reflected by all that is real
and eternal and by nothing else. He fills all space, and it is impossible to conceive of such
omnipresence and individuality except as infinite Spirit or Mind. Hence all is Spirit and
spiritual.
4.

263 : 20-28

There can be but one creator, who has created all. Whatever seems to be a new creation, is but
the discovery of some distant idea of Truth; else it is a new multiplication or self-division of
mortal thought, as when some finite sense peers from its cloister with amazement and attempts
to pattern the infinite.
The multiplication of a human and mortal sense of persons and things is not creation.
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262 : 27-32

The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man's origin. To begin rightly is to end
rightly. Every concept which seems to begin with the brain begins falsely. Divine Mind is the
only cause or Principle of existence. Cause does not exist in matter, in mortal mind, or in
physical forms.
6.

286 : 31-8

Sin, sickness, and death are comprised in human material belief, and belong not to the divine
Mind. They are without a real origin or existence. They have neither Principle nor permanence,
but belong, with all that is material and temporal, to the nothingness of error, which simulates
the creations of Truth. All creations of Spirit are eternal; but creations of matter must return to
dust. Error supposes man to be both mental and material. Divine Science contradicts this
postulate and maintains man's spiritual identity.
7.

302 : 31 (in)-10

…in Christian Science, reproduction by Spirit's individual ideas is but the reflection of the
creative power of the divine Principle of those ideas. The reflection, through mental
manifestation, of the multitudinous forms of Mind which people the realm of the real is
controlled by Mind, the Principle governing the reflection. Multiplication of God's children
comes from no power of propagation in matter, it is the reflection of Spirit.
The minutiæ of lesser individualities reflect the one divine individuality and are comprehended
in and formed by Spirit, not by material sensation.
8.

332 : 23 (Jesus) (to .), 26-29

Jesus was the son of a virgin. … Mary's conception of him was spiritual, for only purity could
reflect Truth and Love, which were plainly incarnate in the good and pure Christ Jesus.
9.

539 : 27-4

The divine origin of Jesus gave him more than human power to expound the facts of creation,
and demonstrate the one Mind which makes and governs man and the universe. The Science of
creation, so conspicuous in the birth of Jesus, inspired his wisest and least-understood sayings,
and was the basis of his marvellous demonstrations. Christ is the offspring of Spirit, and
spiritual existence shows that Spirit creates neither a wicked nor a mortal man, lapsing into sin,
sickness, and death.
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507 : 15-29

The universe of Spirit reflects the creative power of the divine Principle, or Life, which
reproduces the multitudinous forms of Mind and governs the multiplication of the compound
idea man. The tree and herb do not yield fruit because of any propagating power of their own,
but because they reflect the Mind which includes all. A material world implies a mortal mind
and man a creator. The scientific divine creation declares immortal Mind and the universe
created by God.
Infinite Mind creates and governs all, from the mental molecule to infinity. This divine Principle
of all expresses Science and art throughout His creation, and the immortality of man and the
universe. Creation is ever appearing, and must ever continue to appear from the nature of its
inexhaustible source.
11.

69 : 13-16

Spiritually to understand that there is but one creator, God, unfolds all creation, confirms the
Scriptures, brings the sweet assurance of no parting, no pain, and of man deathless and perfect
and eternal.
12.

268 : 6-9

Belief in a material basis, from which may be deduced all rationality, is slowly yielding to the
idea of a metaphysical basis, looking away from matter to Mind as the cause of every effect.
13.

262 : 5-7

Christian Science takes naught from the perfection of God, but it ascribes to Him the entire
glory.
14.

207 : 20-26

There is but one primal cause. Therefore there can be no effect from any other cause, and there
can be no reality in aught which does not proceed from this great and only cause. Sin, sickness,
disease, and death belong not to the Science of being. They are the errors, which presuppose the
absence of Truth, Life, or Love.
15.

415 : 1-5

Immortal Mind is the only cause; therefore disease is neither a cause nor an effect. Mind in
every case is the eternal God, good. Sin, disease, and death have no foundations in Truth.
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521 : 5-11

All that is made is the work of God, and all is good. We leave this brief, glorious history of
spiritual creation (as stated in the first chapter of Genesis) in the hands of God, not of man, in
the keeping of Spirit, not matter, — joyfully acknowledging now and forever God's supremacy,
omnipotence, and omnipresence.
17.

143 : 26-31

Mind is the grand creator, and there can be no power except that which is derived from Mind. If
Mind was first chronologically, is first potentially, and must be first eternally, then give to Mind
the glory, honor, dominion, and power everlastingly due its holy name.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY DECEMBER 15, 2019

SUBJECT—GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN
GOLDEN TEXT: MATTHEW 5 : 8

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 24 : 1-6

1.

The earth is the LORD’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.

2.

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.

3.

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?

4.

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully.

5.

He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his
salvation.

6.

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

II Timothy 4 : 18 (the) (to .)

18

…the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly
kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever.

2.

Psalm 86 : 2

2

Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee.

3.

I Peter 3 : 11-14

11

Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers:
but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

13

And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?

14

But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their
terror, neither be troubled;

4.

Psalm 5 : 12

12

For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a
shield.

5.

Genesis 6 : 1 (to 2nd ,), 5 (God), 8, 9 (Noah was), 13 (to 1st ,), 14, 17-19, 22

1

And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth,

5

GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

8

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

9

Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.
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13

And God said unto Noah,

14

Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it
within and without with pitch.

17

And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh,
wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall
die.

18

But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and
thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee.

19

And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to
keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female.

22

Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

6.

Genesis 7 : 1, 7, 17, 23

1

And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I
seen righteous before me in this generation.

7

And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him, into the ark,
because of the waters of the flood.

17

And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the
ark, and it was lift up above the earth.

23

And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both
man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were
destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in
the ark.

7.

Genesis 8 : 14-17 (to 1st ,)

14

And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth
dried.

15

And God spake unto Noah, saying,
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16

Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee.

17

Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee,

8.

Genesis 9 : 1, 8, 11 (I), 12

1

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth.

8

And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,

11

I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the
waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.

12

And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:

9.

Hebrews 11 : 1-3, 6, 7

1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

2

For by it the elders obtained a good report.

3

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

6

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

7

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared
an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir
of the righteousness which is by faith.

10.

II Timothy 2 : 19 (the)-21

19

…the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are
his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

20

But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and
of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.
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21

If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified,
and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.

11.

Job 22 : 21, 30

21

Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.

30

He shall deliver the island of the innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine
hands.

12.

Job 11 : 18

18

And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou
shalt take thy rest in safety.

Science and Health
1.

232 : 7-8

Security for the claims of harmonious and eternal being is found only in divine Science.
2.

203 : 3-6

In the Science of Christianity, Mind — omnipotence — has all-power, assigns sure rewards to
righteousness, and shows that matter can neither heal nor make sick, create nor destroy.
3.

254 : 10-12

When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path.
4.

183 : 21-25

Divine Mind rightly demands man’s entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is
made for any lesser loyalty. Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to
error superinduces loss of power.
5.

19 : 26-28

If living in disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good.
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91 : 5-8

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the divine
Principle, Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true spiritual growth.
7.

241 : 23-30

One’s aim, a point beyond faith, should be to find the footsteps of Truth, the way to health and
holiness. We should strive to reach the Horeb height where God is revealed; and the cornerstone of all spiritual building is purity. The baptism of Spirit, washing the body of all the
impurities of flesh, signifies that the pure in heart see God and are approaching spiritual Life and
its demonstration.
8.

337 : 14 (Christian)-19

Christian Science demonstrates that none but the pure in heart can see God, as the gospel
teaches. In proportion to his purity is man perfect; and perfection is the order of celestial being
which demonstrates Life in Christ, Life’s spiritual ideal.
9.

272 : 19-27

It is the spiritualization of thought and Christianization of daily life, in contrast with the results
of the ghastly farce of material existence; it is chastity and purity, in contrast with the downward
tendencies and earthward gravitation of sensualism and impurity, which really attest the divine
origin and operation of Christian Science. The triumphs of Christian Science are recorded in the
destruction of error and evil, from which are propagated the dismal beliefs of sin, sickness, and
death.
10.

91 : 9-15

It is difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science exposes his nothingness;
but the sooner error is reduced to its native nothingness, the sooner man’s great reality will
appear and his genuine being will be understood. The destruction of error is by no means the
destruction of Truth or Life, but is the acknowledgment of them.
11.

540 : 5-16

In Isaiah we read: “I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;” but the prophet
referred to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmost, when bringing it to the
surface and reducing it to its common denominator, nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be
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stirred in order to purify the stream. In moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil,
illusion, are aggravated, we may think in our ignorance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but
we ought to know that God’s law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only that Truth may
annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin.
12.

581 : 8-14

ARK. Safety; the idea, or reflection, of Truth, proved to be as immortal as its Principle; the
understanding of Spirit, destroying belief in matter.
God and man coexistent and eternal; Science showing that the spiritual realities of all things are
created by Him and exist forever. The ark indicates temptation overcome and followed by
exaltation.
13.

407 : 6-16

Man’s enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness, envy, hatred, and
revenge — is conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every hour of delay makes the struggle
more severe. If man is not victorious over the passions, they crush out happiness, health, and
manhood. Here Christian Science is the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the weakness of
mortal mind, — strength from the immortal and omnipotent Mind, — and lifting humanity
above itself into purer desires, even into spiritual power and good-will to man.
14.

201 : 7 (Truth)-12

Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away and “all things are become new.”
Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the
superabundance of being is on the side of God, good.
15.

458 : 23-31

The Christianly scientific man reflects the divine law, thus becoming a law unto himself. He
does violence to no man. Neither is he a false accuser. The Christian Scientist wisely shapes his
course, and is honest and consistent in following the leadings of divine Mind. He must prove,
through living as well as healing and teaching, that Christ’s way is the only one by which
mortals are radically saved from sin and sickness.
16.

371 : 26-32

Mankind will improve through Science and Christianity. The necessity for uplifting the race is
father to the fact that Mind can do it; for Mind can impart purity instead of impurity, strength
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instead of weakness, and health instead of disease. Truth is an alterative in the entire system, and
can make it “every whit whole.”
17.

324 : 4-5

The purification of sense and self is a proof of progress.
18.

323 : 6-12

Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite
tasks of truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks
enraptured, and conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY DECEMBER 22, 2019

SUBJECT—IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN,
EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE?
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 114 : 7

“Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 107 : 21-25, 28-30, 43
21.

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the
children of men!

22.

And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with
rejoicing.

23.

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;

24.

These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.

25.

For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof.

28.

Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses.

29.

He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.

30.

Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.

43.

Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the
lovingkindness of the LORD.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 46 : 1-3 (to 1st .), 4-7 (to 1st .), 10, 11 (to 1st .)

1

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

2

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea;

3

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof.

4

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of
the tabernacles of the most High.

5

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right
early.

6

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted.

7

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

10

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in
the earth.

11

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

2.

Exodus 3 : 1-7, 10-12 (to ;), 15 (to :)

1

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the
flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

2

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not
consumed.

3

And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.
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4

And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.

5

And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground.

6

Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

7

And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;

10

Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

11

And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?

12

And he said, Certainly I will be with thee;

15

And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The
LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
hath sent me unto you:

3.

Exodus 4 : 1-7

1

And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto
my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.

2

And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.

3

And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent;
and Moses fled from before it.

4

And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put
forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:

5

That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.
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6

And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put
his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.

7

And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom
again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.

4.

Exodus 5 : 1 (to Moses), 1 (went) (to 4th ,), 2

1

And afterward Moses … went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel,
Let my people go,

2

And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know
not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.

5.

Exodus 14 : 5 (to 1st ,), 8 (and he) (to :), 10 (and the), 13, 14, 21-23 (to 2nd ,),
26, 27, 31

5

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his
servants was turned against the people,

8

…and he pursued after the children of Israel:

10

…and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD.

13

And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the
LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye
shall see them again no more for ever.

14

The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

21

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back
by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were
divided.

22

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.

23

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea,
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26

And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may
come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.

27

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength
when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

31

And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people
feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.

6.

Amos 4 : 13

13

For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man
what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places
of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.

Science and Health
1.

583 : 20 (to .), 24 (God)-25

CREATOR. … God, who made all that was made and could not create an atom or an element the
opposite of Himself.
2.

465 : 17 (Principle)-6

Principle and its idea is one, and this one is God, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent
Being, and His reflection is man and the universe. Omni is adopted from the Latin adjective
signifying all. Hence God combines all-power or potency, all-science or true knowledge, allpresence. The varied manifestations of Christian Science indicate Mind, never matter, and have
one Principle.
3.

507 : 21-25

A material world implies a mortal mind and man a creator. The scientific divine creation
declares immortal Mind and the universe created by God.
Infinite Mind creates and governs all, from the mental molecule to infinity.
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484 : 9 (In)-15

In divine Science, the supposed laws of matter yield to the law of Mind. What are termed natural
science and material laws are the objective states of mortal mind. The physical universe
expresses the conscious and unconscious thoughts of mortals. Physical force and mortal mind
are one.
5.

209 : 10-11, 16-30

The world would collapse without Mind, without the intelligence which holds the winds in its
grasp.
The compounded minerals or aggregated substances composing the earth, the relations which
constituent masses hold to each other, the magnitudes, distances, and revolutions of the celestial
bodies, are of no real importance, when we remember that they all must give place to the
spiritual fact by the translation of man and the universe back into Spirit. In proportion as this is
done, man and the universe will be found harmonious and eternal.
Material substances or mundane formations, astronomical calculations, and all the paraphernalia
of speculative theories, based on the hypothesis of material law or life and intelligence resident
in matter, will ultimately vanish, swallowed up in the infinite calculus of Spirit.
6.

124 : 14-31

The universe, like man, is to be interpreted by Science from its divine Principle, God, and then it
can be understood; but when explained on the basis of physical sense and represented as subject
to growth, maturity, and decay, the universe, like man, is, and must continue to be, an enigma.
Adhesion, cohesion, and attraction are properties of Mind. They belong to divine Principle, and
support the equipoise of that thought-force, which launched the earth in its orbit and said to the
proud wave, "Thus far and no farther."
Spirit is the life, substance, and continuity of all things. We tread on forces. Withdraw them, and
creation must collapse. Human knowledge calls them forces of matter; but divine Science
declares that they belong wholly to divine Mind, are inherent in this Mind, and so restores them
to their rightful home and classification.
7.

200 : 4-7

Moses advanced a nation to the worship of God in Spirit instead of matter, and illustrated the
grand human capacities of being bestowed by immortal Mind.
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139 : 4-9

From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, over
matter. Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah,
and Elisha. The Christian era was ushered in with signs and wonders.
9.

321 : 6-2

The Hebrew Lawgiver, slow of speech, despaired of making the people understand what should
be revealed to him. When, led by wisdom to cast down his rod, he saw it become a serpent,
Moses fled before it; but wisdom bade him come back and handle the serpent, and then Moses'
fear departed. In this incident was seen the actuality of Science. Matter was shown to be a belief
only. The serpent, evil, under wisdom's bidding, was destroyed through understanding divine
Science, and this proof was a staff upon which to lean. The illusion of Moses lost its power to
alarm him, when he discovered that what he apparently saw was really but a phase of mortal
belief.
It was scientifically demonstrated that leprosy was a creation of mortal mind and not a condition
of matter, when Moses first put his hand into his bosom and drew it forth white as snow with the
dread disease, and presently restored his hand to its natural condition by the same simple
process. God had lessened Moses' fear by this proof in divine Science, and the inward voice
became to him the voice of God, which said: "It shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee,
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign."
And so it was in the coming centuries, when the Science of being was demonstrated by Jesus,
who showed his students the power of Mind by changing water into wine, and taught them how
to handle serpents unharmed, to heal the sick and cast out evils in proof of the supremacy of
Mind.
10.

566 : 1-24

As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly through the Red Sea, the dark ebbing and
flowing tides of human fear, — as they were led through the wilderness, walking wearily
through the great desert of human hopes, and anticipating the promised joy, — so shall the
spiritual idea guide all right desires in their passage from sense to Soul, from a material sense
of existence to the spiritual, up to the glory prepared for them who love God. Stately Science
pauses not, but moves before them, a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, leading to
divine heights.
If we remember the beautiful description which Sir Walter Scott puts into the mouth of Rebecca
the Jewess in the story of Ivanhoe, —
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When Israel, of the Lord beloved,
Out of the land of bondage came,
Her fathers' God before her moved,
An awful guide, in smoke and flame, —
we may also offer the prayer which concludes the same hymn, —
And oh, when stoops on Judah's path
In shade and storm the frequent night,
Be Thou, longsuffering, slow to wrath,
A burning and a shining light!
11.

503 : 12-15

Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, "God is All-inall," and the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

SUNDAY DECEMBER 29, 2019

SUBJECT—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 107 : 20

“He sent his word, and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Matthew 1 : 18-23
Luke 2 : 40
18.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused
to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

19.

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick
example, was minded to put her away privily.

20.

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in
a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

21.

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.

22.

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying,

23.

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

40.

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God
was upon him.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 42 : 1-8

1

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put
my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

2

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.

3

A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall
bring forth judgment unto truth.

4

He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles
shall wait for his law.

5

Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that
spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

6

I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;

7

To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison house.

8

I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my
praise to graven images.

2.

Matthew 4 : 23, 24

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

24

And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that
were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with
devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.

3.

Luke 13 : 10-13, 17 (all his)

10

And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.
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11

And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was
bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.

12

And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed
from thine infirmity.

13

And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

17

…all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things
that were done by him.

4.

Luke 7 : 36-49

36

And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.

37

And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

38

And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the
ointment.

39

Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying,
This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this
is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

40

And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he
saith, Master, say on.

41

There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence,
and the other fifty.

42

And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore,
which of them will love him most?

43

Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto
him, Thou hast rightly judged.

44

And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears,
and wiped them with the hairs of her head.
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45

Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss
my feet.

46

My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with
ointment.

47

Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much:
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

48

And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49

And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that
forgiveth sins also?

5.

Luke 19 : 10 (the Son)

10

…the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

6.

James 5 : 14, 15

14

Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

15

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

7.

Titus 2 : 11 (the), 12

11

…the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

12

Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world;

8.

John 3 : 16 (God), 17

16

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.
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Science and Health
1.

412 : 13-15

The power of Christian Science and divine Love is omnipotent. It is indeed adequate to unclasp
the hold and to destroy disease, sin, and death.
2.

412 : 1-4

The great fact that God lovingly governs all, never punishing aught but sin, is your standpoint,
from which to advance and destroy the human fear of sickness.
3.

412 : 16-18

To prevent disease or to cure it, the power of Truth, of divine Spirit, must break the dream of the
material senses.
4.

411 : 20-26

The procuring cause and foundation of all sickness is fear, ignorance, or sin. Disease is always
induced by a false sense mentally entertained, not destroyed. Disease is an image of thought
externalized. The mental state is called a material state. Whatever is cherished in mortal mind as
the physical condition is imaged forth on the body.
5.

248 : 25-32

To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then walk that way. We
must form perfect models in thought and look at them continually, or we shall never carve them
out in grand and noble lives. Let unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, love
— the kingdom of heaven — reign within us, and sin, disease, and death will diminish until they
finally disappear.
6.

456 : 5-15, 19-24

Strict adherence to the divine Principle and rules of the scientific method has secured the only
success of the students of Christian Science. This alone entitles them to the high standing which
most of them hold in the community, a reputation experimentally justified by their efforts.
Whoever affirms that there is more than one Principle and method of demonstrating Christian
Science greatly errs, ignorantly or intentionally, and separates himself from the true conception
of Christian Science healing and from is its possible demonstration.
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One must abide in the morale of truth or he cannot demonstrate the divine Principle. So long as
matter is the basis of practice, illness cannot be efficaciously treated by the metaphysical
process. Truth does the work, and you must both understand and abide by the divine Principle of
your demonstration.
7.

364 : 8-12, 16-31

Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the Pharisee or the
contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus answered by rebuking self-righteousness and
declaring the absolution of the penitent.
Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age. Do
Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism and
for personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave small reward in return for
the spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If Christian Scientists are like Simon,
then it must be said of them also that they love little.
On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine repentance,
by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this woman? If so,
then it may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much,
because much is forgiven them.
8.

365 : 15-24

If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished
at one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning
sunshine. If the Scientist has enough Christly affection to win his own pardon, and such
commendation as the Magdalen gained from Jesus, then he is Christian enough to practise
scientifically and deal with his patients compassionately; and the result will correspond with the
spiritual intent.
9.

445 : 19-24

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates the
unlabored motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. Self-seeking, envy, passion, pride,
hatred, and revenge are cast out by the divine Mind which heals disease.
10.

390 : 7-9

It is our ignorance of God, the divine Principle, which produces apparent discord, and the right
understanding of Him restores harmony.
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2019
SUBJECT: CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

11.

Page 7

495 : 6-24

If sickness is true or the idea of Truth, you cannot destroy sickness, and it would be absurd to
try. Then classify sickness and error as our Master did, when he spoke of the sick, “whom Satan
hath bound,” and find a sovereign antidote for error in the life-giving power of Truth acting on
human belief, a power which opens the prison doors to such as are bound, and sets the captive
free physically and morally.
When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His idea. Allow
nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought. Let neither fear nor doubt overshadow your
clear sense and calm trust, that the recognition of life harmonious — as Life eternally is — can
destroy any painful sense of, or belief in, that which Life is not. Let Christian Science, instead of
corporeal sense, support your understanding of being, and this understanding will supplant error
with Truth, replace mortality with immortality, and silence discord with harmony.
12.

291 : 13-18

Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are
harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of
his own, but in possession of “the mind of the Lord,” as the Scripture says.
13.

98 : 15-21

Beyond the frail premises of human beliefs, above the loosening grasp of creeds, the
demonstration of Christian Mind-healing stands a revealed and practical Science. It is imperious
throughout all ages as Christ’s revelation of Truth, of Life, and of Love, which remains inviolate
for every man to understand and to practise.
14.

249 : 1-4

Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on sense-testimony, give up imperfect
models and illusive ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and that one perfect,
producing His own models of excellence.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
_____________________

Take Notice
from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health,
page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice
cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)

FULL-TEXT MONTHLY LESSON SERMON
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:

Within the United States:
1 Month - $7.00
3 Months - $19.00
6 Months - $36.00
12 Months - $65.00
International:
12 Months - $95.00

TO SUBSCRIBE PLEASE
CONTACT:
Plainfield Christian Science Church
Independent

905 Prospect Avenue
P.O. Box 5619
Plainfield, NJ 07061
(908) 756-4669
OR VISIT OUR
ONLINE STORE AT:
www.plainfieldcs.com

INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
PRACTITIONERS:
Mrs. Mary Beth Singleterry CS
331 Claremont Road
Bernardsville,
New Jersey 07924
(908) 561-8843
E-mail: marybethsingle@aol.com

-------------------

Mrs. Florence Roberts CS
2146 Eastlake Road NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
(404) 510-1332
E-mail: froberts2004@yahoo.com
-------------------

