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SUNDAY DECEMBER 1, 2019 

 
 

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

        MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  ISAIAH 9 : 6 

 

 
 

“The government shall be upon his shoulder.” 

 
 
 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Isaiah 1 : 9, 10 

      Jeremiah 23 : 1-5 
 
 
9. Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as 

Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 
 
10. Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye 

people of Gomorrah. 
 
1. Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. 
 
2. Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye 

have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will 

visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. 
 
3. And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, 

and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 
 
4. And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, 

nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD. 
 
5. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 

and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 
1. Psalm 7 : 10 
 
10 My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart. 
 

2. Job 5 : 8-13, 15, 19-24 (to ;) 
 
8 I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause: 
 

9 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number: 
 

10 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields: 
 

11 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety. 
 

12 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their 

enterprise. 
 

13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried 

headlong. 
 
15 But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the 

mighty. 
 
19 He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 
 
20 In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword. 
 
21 Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of 

destruction when it cometh. 
 
22 At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of 

the earth. 
 
23 For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be 

at peace with thee. 
 
24 And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; 
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3. Isaiah 50 : 7 (to ,), 10 
 
7 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set 

my face like a flint, 
 
10 Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 

walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay 

upon his God. 
 

4. II Chronicles 15 : 1-4, 7, 8, 12, 14, 15, 19 
 
1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded:  
 
2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and 

Benjamin; The LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be 

found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.  
 
3 Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, and without a teaching 

priest, and without law.  
 
4 But when they in their trouble did turn unto the LORD God of Israel, and sought him, he 

was found of them. 
 
7 Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded. 
 
8 And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took 

courage, and put away the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, 

and out of the cities which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of 

the LORD, that was before the porch of the LORD.  
 
12 And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their 

heart and with all their soul; 
 
14 And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, 

and with cornets.  
 
15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him 

with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave them rest round 

about. 
 
19 And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa. 
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5. Psalm 2 : 1-4, 10, 11 

 
1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 

 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the 

LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 

 
3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.  

 
4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 

 
10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

 
11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

 

6. Psalm 75 : 6, 7, 10 

 
6 For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. 

 
7 But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another. 

 
10 All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous shall be 

exalted. 

 

7. II Corinthians 10 : 4, 5 

 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 

down of strong holds;)  

 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

 

8. II Timothy 3 : 1, 2, 4, 5, 14-17 

 
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  

 
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
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4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;  
 
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
 
14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  
 
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 

wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  
 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness:  
 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 

9. II Timothy 4 : 18 
 
18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his 

heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Science and Health  
 

1. vii : 13-21 
 

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems, 

knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of 

materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The 

only guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal. 

Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever." 
 

2. 106 : 6-14 
 

Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God has endowed man 

with inalienable rights, among which are self-government, reason, and conscience. Man is 

properly self-governed only when he is guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth 

and Love.  
 
Man's rights are invaded when the divine order is interfered with, and the mental trespasser 

incurs the divine penalty due this crime. 
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3. 100 : 1-6 
 

MESMERISM or animal magnetism was first brought into notice by Mesmer in Germany in 

1775. According to the American Cyclopædia, he regarded this so-called force, which he said 

could be exerted by one living organism over another, as a means of alleviating disease. 
 

4. 101 : 21-25, 29-32 
 

The author's own observations of the workings of animal magnetism convince her that it is not a 

remedial agent, and that its effects upon those who practise it, and upon their subjects who do 

not resist it, lead to moral and to physical death.  
 

In no instance is the effect of animal magnetism, recently called hypnotism, other than the effect 

of illusion. Any seeming benefit derived from it is proportional to one's faith in esoteric magic. 
 

5. 102 : 1-8, 16-23, 30-2 
 

Animal magnetism has no scientific foundation, for God governs all that is real, harmonious, 

and eternal, and His power is neither animal nor human. Its basis being a belief and this belief 

animal, in Science animal magnetism, mesmerism, or hypnotism is a mere negation, possessing 

neither intelligence, power, nor reality, and in sense it is an unreal concept of the so-called 

mortal mind. 
 

The mild forms of animal magnetism are disappearing, and its aggressive features are coming to 

the front. The looms of crime, hidden in the dark recesses of mortal thought, are every hour 

weaving webs more complicated and subtle. So secret are the present methods of animal 

magnetism that they ensnare the age into indolence, and produce the very apathy on the subject 

which the criminal desires. 
 

Mankind must learn that evil is not power. Its so-called despotism is but a phase of nothingness. 

Christian Science despoils the kingdom of evil, and pre-eminently promotes affection and virtue 

in families and therefore in the community. 
 

6. 103 : 18-24 
 

As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or 

mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as 

real as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or 

malicious. The malicious form of hypnotism ultimates in moral idiocy. 
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7. 273 : 29-3 
 

Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of error at 

all times, but this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals and health when it 

is opposed promptly and persistently by Christian Science. Truth and Love antidote this mental 

miasma, and thus invigorate and sustain existence. 
 

8. 94 : 12-16 
 

The eastern empires and nations owe their false government to the misconceptions of Deity 

there prevalent. Tyranny, intolerance, and bloodshed, wherever found, arise from the belief that 

the infinite is formed after the pattern of mortal personality, passion, and impulse.  
 

9. 224 : 11-12, 22-31 (to 2nd .) 
 

In the record of nineteen centuries, there are sects many but not enough Christianity. 
 

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals 

in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open 

or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of 

old to the patriarch at noonday? 
 
Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, "Slavery is 

abolished." The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine 

Love. 
 

10. 225 : 5-22 
 

You may know when first Truth leads by the fewness and faithfulness of its followers. Thus it is 

that the march of time bears onward freedom's banner. The powers of this world will fight, and 

will command their sentinels not to let truth pass the guard until it subscribes to their systems; 

but Science, heeding not the pointed bayonet, marches on. There is always some tumult, but 

there is a rallying to truth's standard. 
 
The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human 

power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences, 

breathing the omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and 

abolish the whipping-post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did 

the breath of freedom come from the cannon's mouth. Love is the liberator. 
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11. 96 : 12-20, 25-27, 31-4 

 

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there 

will be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up 

of material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and 

death, which assume new phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will 

continue until the end of error, when all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.  

 

As this consummation draws nearer, he who has shaped his course in accordance with divine 

Science will endure to the end. 

 

During this final conflict, wicked minds will endeavor to find means by which to accomplish 

more evil; but those who discern Christian Science will hold crime in check. They will aid in the 

ejection of error. They will maintain law and order, and cheerfully await the certainty of 

ultimate perfection. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237 
 

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health, 

page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.  
 

 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


