SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2018

SUBJECT—MATTER
GOLDEN TEXT: ZECHARIAH 2 : 13

“Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Romans 8 : 1-8
1.

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

3.

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4.

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

5.

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6.

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.

8.

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 114 : 7, 8

7

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;

8

Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters.

2.

Psalm 115 : 1-9, 13-15

1

Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for
thy truth’s sake.

2

Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God?

3

But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.

4

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands.

5

They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not:

6

They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not:

7

They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak
they through their throat.

8

They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.

9

O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.

13

He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and great.

14

The LORD shall increase you more and more, you and your children.

15

Ye are blessed of the LORD which made heaven and earth.

3.

Habakkuk 2 : 18-20

18

What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image,
and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018
SUBJECT: MATTER

Page 3

19

Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach!
Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.

20

But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

4.

Luke 4 : 1 (to 1st ,)

1

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,

5.

Luke 8 : 22-35 (to :)

22

Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he
said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth.

23

But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and
they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy.

24

And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose,
and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.

25

And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one
to another, What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water,
and they obey him.

26

And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.

27

And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had
devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.

28

When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said,
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment
me not.

29

(For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had
caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands,
and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.)

30

And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many
devils were entered into him.
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31

And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.

32

And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought
him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them.

33

Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran
violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.

34

When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city
and in the country.

35

Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of
whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind:

6.

John 6 : 63

63

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.

7.

I Corinthians 15 : 50 (to ;)

50

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;

8.

I Corinthians 1 : 26-31

26

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called:

27

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

28

And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

29

That no flesh should glory in his presence.

30

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

31

That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.
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Science and Health
1.

468 : 9 (There)-12

There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind and its infinite
manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is mortal error.
2.

277 : 24-32

The realm of the real is Spirit. The unlikeness of Spirit is matter, and the opposite of the real is
not divine, — it is a human concept. Matter is an error of statement. This error in the premise
leads to errors in the conclusion in every statement into which it enters. Nothing we can say or
believe regarding matter is immortal, for matter is temporal and is therefore a mortal phenomenon, a human concept, sometimes beautiful, always erroneous.
3.

210 : 5-10, 25-30

The Principle and proof of Christianity are discerned by spiritual sense. They are set forth in
Jesus' demonstrations, which show — by his healing the sick, casting out evils, and destroying
death, "the last enemy that shall be destroyed," — his disregard of matter and its so-called laws.
What is termed matter, being unintelligent, cannot say, "I suffer, I die, I am sick, or I am well."
It is the so-called mortal mind which voices this and appears to itself to make good its claim. To
mortal sense, sin and suffering are real, but immortal sense includes no evil nor pestilence.
4.

211 : 1-6

If brain, nerves, stomach, are intelligent, — if they talk to us, tell us their condition, and report
how they feel, — then Spirit and matter, Truth and error, commingle and produce sickness and
health, good and evil, life and death; and who shall say whether Truth or error is the greater?
5.

217 : 29-2

You say, "Toil fatigues me." But what is this me? Is it muscle or mind? Which is tired and so
speaks? Without mind, could the muscles be tired? Do the muscles talk, or do you talk for them?
Matter is non-intelligent. Mortal mind does the false talking, and that which affirms weariness,
made that weariness.
6.

250 : 25-27 (to 1st .)

Take away the mortal mind, and matter has no more sense as a man than it has as a tree.
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408 : 31-1 (to 2nd .)

Mortal mind is ignorant of itself, — ignorant of the errors it includes and of their effects.
Intelligent matter is an impossibility.
8.

278 : 3-5

Divine metaphysics explains away matter. Spirit is the only substance and consciousness
recognized by divine Science.
9.

279 : 9-10, 13-29

Matter is neither created by Mind nor for the manifestation and support of Mind.
Spirit and matter can neither coexist nor cooperate, and one can no more create the other than
Truth can create error, or vice versa.
In proportion as the belief disappears that life and intelligence are in or of matter, the immortal
facts of being are seen, and their only idea or intelligence is in God. Spirit is reached only
through the understanding and demonstration of eternal Life and Truth and Love.
Every system of human philosophy, doctrine, and medicine is more or less infected with the
pantheistic belief that there is mind in matter; but this belief contradicts alike revelation and
right reasoning. A logical and scientific conclusion is reached only through the knowledge that
there are not two bases of being, matter and mind, but one alone, — Mind.
10.

270 : 5-13

Matter and Mind are opposites. One is contrary to the other in its very nature and essence; hence
both cannot be real. If one is real, the other must be unreal. Only by understanding that there is
but one power, — not two powers, matter and Mind, — are scientific and logical conclusions
reached. Few deny the hypothesis that intelligence, apart from man and matter, governs the universe; and it is generally admitted that this intelligence is the eternal Mind or divine Principle,
Love.
11.

269 : 21-28

The testimony of the material senses is neither absolute nor divine. I therefore plant myself
unreservedly on the teachings of Jesus, of his apostles, of the prophets, and on the testimony of
the Science of Mind. Other foundations there are none. All other systems — systems based
wholly or partly on knowledge gained through the material senses — are reeds shaken by the
wind, not houses built on the rock.
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129 : 7-24

If you wish to know the spiritual fact, you can discover it by reversing the material fable, be the
fable pro or con, — be it in accord with your preconceptions or utterly contrary to them.
Pantheism may be defined as a belief in the intelligence of matter, — a belief which Science
overthrows. In those days there will be "great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of
the world;" and earth will echo the cry, "Art thou [Truth] come hither to torment us before the
time?" Animal magnetism, hypnotism, spiritualism, theosophy, agnosticism, pantheism, and
infidelity are antagonistic to true being and fatal to its demonstration; and so are some other
systems.
We must abandon pharmaceutics, and take up ontology, — "the science of real being." We must
look deep into realism instead of accepting only the outward sense of things.
13.

205 : 7-12, 15-21, 32-3

When will the error of believing that there is life in matter, and that sin, sickness, and death are
creations of God, be unmasked? When will it be understood that matter has neither intelligence,
life, nor sensation, and that the opposite belief is the prolific source of all suffering?
Befogged in error (the error of believing that matter can be intelligent for good or evil), we can
catch clear glimpses of God only as the mists disperse, or as they melt into such thinness that we
perceive the divine image in some word or deed which indicates the true idea, — the supremacy
and reality of good, the nothingness and unreality of evil.
When we fully understand our relation to the Divine, we can have no other Mind but His, — no
other Love, wisdom, or Truth, no other sense of Life, and no consciousness of the existence of
matter or error.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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