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SUNDAY MARCH 18, 2018 

 
 

SUBJECT—MATTER 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  JOHN 6 : 63 

 

  
“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 97 : 1, 2, 5-7, 12 

  Zechariah 2 : 13 

 

 

1.  The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. 

 

2.  Righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 

 

5.  The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the 

whole earth. 

 

6.  The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory. 

 

7.  Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols. 

 

12.  Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness. 

 

13.  Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Isaiah 45 : 5, 6, 8 

 
5 I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though 

thou hast not known me: 
 

6 That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none 

beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. 

 
8 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the 

earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I 

the LORD have created it. 

 

2.  Psalm 65 : 1, 2 

 
1 Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed. 
 

2 O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. 

 

3.  Malachi 3 : 2, 3 

 
2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for 

he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 

 
3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 

and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 

righteousness. 

 

4.  Malachi 4 : 1, 2 (to ;) 

 
1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all 

that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 

LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 
 

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 

wings;  
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5.  Luke 4 : 14, 15, 33-37, 40-43 

 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of 

him through all the region round about. 

 
15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

 
33 And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried 

out with a loud voice, 

 
34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou 

come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. 

 
35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the 

devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 

 
36 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for 

with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out. 

 
37 And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about. 

 
40 Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought 

them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. 
 

41 And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of 

God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ. 

 
42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people sought 

him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from them. 

 
43 And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for 

therefore am I sent. 

 

6.  Matthew 4 : 24, 25 

 
24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that 

were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with 

devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 
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25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and 

from Jerusalem, and from Judæa, and from beyond Jordan. 

 

7.  Matthew 5 : 1, 2 

 
1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 

disciples came unto him: 

 
2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

 

8.  Matthew 6 : 19-24 

 
19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves break through and steal: 
 

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 

and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

 
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 
22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 

full of light. 

 
23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that 

is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 

 
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 

he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

 

9.  II Corinthians 4 : 1, 6, 15, 16 

 
1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 

 
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving 

of many redound to the glory of God. 
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16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 

renewed day by day. 

 

10.  II Corinthians 5 : 1, 6-8 

 
1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 

building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

 
6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we 

are absent from the Lord: 

 
7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 

 
8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 

with the Lord. 

 

11.  Romans 8 : 13, 14 

 
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 

of the body, ye shall live. 

 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

 

 

Science and Health 
 

1.  468 : 8-15 

 

Question. — What is the scientific statement of being? 

Answer. — There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind and 

its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is mortal error. 

Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit is God, and man is His 

image and likeness. Therefore man is not material; he is spiritual. 

 

2.  492 : 3-21 

 

For right reasoning there should be but one fact before the thought, namely, spiritual existence. 

In reality there is no other existence, since Life cannot be united to its unlikeness, mortality.  
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Being is holiness, harmony, immortality. It is already proved that a knowledge of this, even in 

small degree, will uplift the physical and moral standard of mortals, will increase longevity, will 

purify and elevate character. Thus progress will finally destroy all error, and bring immortality 

to light. We know that a statement proved to be good must be correct. New thoughts are 

constantly obtaining the floor. These two contradictory theories — that matter is something, or 

that all is Mind — will dispute the ground, until one is acknowledged to be the victor. 

Discussing his campaign, General Grant said: "I propose to fight it out on this line, if it takes all 

summer." Science says: All is Mind and Mind's idea. You must fight it out on this line. Matter 

can afford you no aid.  

 

3.  491 : 11-16 

 

Matter cannot connect mortals with the true origin and facts of being, in which all must end. It is 

only by acknowledging the supremacy of Spirit, which annuls the claims of matter, that mortals 

can lay off mortality and find the indissoluble spiritual link which establishes man forever in the 

divine likeness, inseparable from his creator. 

 

4.  282 : 23-27 

 

There is no inherent power in matter; for all that is material is a material, human, mortal thought, 

always governing itself erroneously. 

 

Truth is the intelligence of immortal Mind. Error is the so-called intelligence of mortal mind. 

 

5.  493 : 18-26 

 

Sickness is a belief, which must be annihilated by the divine Mind. Disease is an experience of 

so-called mortal mind. It is fear made manifest on the body. Christian Science takes away this 

physical sense of discord, just as it removes any other sense of moral or mental inharmony. That 

man is material, and that matter suffers, — these propositions can only seem real and natural in 

illusion. 

 

6.  422 : 5-32 (to 2nd .) 

 

If the reader of this book observes a great stir throughout his whole system, and certain moral 

and physical symptoms seem aggravated, these indications are favorable. Continue to read, and 

the book will become the physician, allaying the tremor which Truth often brings to error when 

destroying it. 
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Patients, unfamiliar with the cause of this commotion and ignorant that it is a favorable omen, 

may be alarmed. If such be the case, explain to them the law of this action. As when an acid and 

alkali meet and bring out a third quality, so mental and moral chemistry changes the material 

base of thought, giving more spirituality to consciousness and causing it to depend less on 

material evidence. These changes which go on in mortal mind serve to reconstruct the body. 

Thus Christian Science, by the alchemy of Spirit, destroys sin and death. 

 

Let us suppose two parallel cases of bone-disease, both similarly produced and attended by the 

same symptoms. A surgeon is employed in one case, and a Christian Scientist in the other. The 

surgeon, holding that matter forms its own conditions and renders them fatal at certain points, 

entertains fears and doubts as to the ultimate outcome of the injury. Not holding the reins of 

government in his own hands, he believes that something stronger than Mind — namely, matter 

— governs the case. His treatment is therefore tentative. This mental state invites defeat. 

 

7.  423 : 8-26 

 

The Christian Scientist, understanding scientifically that all is Mind, commences with mental 

causation, the truth of being, to destroy the error. This corrective is an alterative, reaching to 

every part of the human system. According to Scripture, it searches "the joints and marrow," and 

it restores the harmony of man. 

 

The matter-physician deals with matter as both his foe and his remedy. He regards the ailment as 

weakened or strengthened according to the evidence which matter presents. The metaphysician, 

making Mind his basis of operation irrespective of matter and regarding the truth and harmony 

of being as superior to error and discord, has rendered himself strong, instead of weak, to cope 

with the case; and he proportionately strengthens his patient with the stimulus of courage and 

conscious power. Both Science and consciousness are now at work in the economy of being 

according to the law of Mind, which ultimately asserts its absolute supremacy. 

 

8.  425 : 24-28 

 

Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. You will never 

fear again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any portion of the body 

can destroy you. 

 

9.  14 : 6-18, 25-30 

 

To be "present with the Lord" is to have, not mere emotional ecstasy or faith, but the actual 

demonstration and understanding of Life as revealed in Christian Science. To be "with the Lord" 
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is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely governed by divine Love,— by Spirit, 

not by matter. 

 

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither 

in nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in 

sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is 

controlled by spiritual Life, Truth, and Love. 

 

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life divine, revealing 

spiritual understanding and the consciousness of man's dominion over the whole earth. This 

understanding casts out error and heals the sick, and with it you can speak "as one having 

authority." 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


