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SUNDAY DECEMBER 2, 2018 

 
 

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

         MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PSALM 91 : 13 

 

 
 

“Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: 

the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  James 4 : 7, 8 

           Ephesians 6 : 13-17 

 

 

7. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

 

8. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 

 

13. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 

the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

 

14. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 

righteousness; 

 

15. And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

 

16. Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 

darts of the wicked. 

 

17. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018                                                                   Page 2  
SUBJECT: ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

       MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

LESSON SERMON 

 

The Bible 

 
1. I Peter 5 : 8, 9 (to ,) 

 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 

seeking whom he may devour: 

 
9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, 

 

2. Genesis 3 : 1-6, 13, 17 

 
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had 

made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 

the garden? 
 

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 

 
3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 

eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

 
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

 
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye 

shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

 
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 

eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, 

and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

 
13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the 

woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

 
17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast 

eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is 

the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
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3. Ephesians 5 : 1, 6-11, 14 (Awake)-17 

 
1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 

 
6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of 

God upon the children of disobedience. 

 
7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 

 
8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of 

light: 

 
9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 

 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 

 
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 

 
14 …Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

 
15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 

 
16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

 
17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 

 

4. John 17 : 1-5 

 
1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 

come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 

 
2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 

thou hast given him. 

 
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom thou hast sent. 
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4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 

 
5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with 

thee before the world was. 

 

5. John 19 : 1-3, 5, 6 (to 1st .), 16 (And)-18 (to 1st ,) 

 
1 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 

 
2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a 

purple robe, 

 
3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands. 

 
5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith 

unto them, Behold the man! 

 
6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify 

him, crucify him. 

 
16 …And they took Jesus, and led him away. 
 

17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is 

called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 
 

18 Where they crucified him, 

 

6. Ephesians 6 : 10 (be)-12 

 
10 …be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

 
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. 

 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 

places. 
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7. Revelation 12 : 1-10 

 
1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 

moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

 
2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 

 
3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having 

seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and 

the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her 

child as soon as it was born. 

 
5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her 

child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

 
6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that 

they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

 
7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 

dragon fought and his angels, 

 
8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 

 
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 

with him. 

 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 

down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

 

8. Revelation 19 : 6 

 
6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 

and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent 

reigneth. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 103 : 18-23 (to 2nd .) 

 

As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or 

mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as 

real as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or 

malicious. 

 

2. 269 : 3-5 

 

From first to last the supposed coexistence of Mind and matter and the mingling of good and 

evil have resulted from the philosophy of the serpent. 

 

3. 594 : 1-11 

 

SERPENT  (ophis, in Greek; nacash, in Hebrew). Subtlety; a lie; the opposite of Truth, named 

error; the first statement of mythology and idolatry; the belief in more than one God; animal 

magnetism; the first lie of limitation; finity; the first claim that there is an opposite of Spirit, or 

good, termed matter, or evil; the first delusion that error exists as fact; the first claim that sin, 

sickness, and death are the realities of life. The first audible claim that God was not omnipotent 

and that there was another power, named evil, which was as real and eternal as God, good. 

 

4. 563 : 27-5 page 565 

 

The serpentine form stands for subtlety, winding its way amidst all evil, but doing this in the 

name of good. Its sting is spoken of by Paul, when he refers to "spiritual wickedness in high 

places." It is the animal instinct in mortals, which would impel them to devour each other and 

cast out devils through Beelzebub. 

 

As of old, evil still charges the spiritual idea with error's own nature and methods. This 

malicious animal instinct, of which the dragon is the type, incites mortals to kill morally and 

physically even their fellow-mortals, and worse still, to charge the innocent with the crime. This 

last infirmity of sin will sink its perpetrator into a night without a star. 

 

The author is convinced that the accusations against Jesus of Nazareth and even his crucifixion 

were instigated by the criminal instinct here described. The Revelator speaks of Jesus as the 

Lamb of God and of the dragon as warring against innocence. Since Jesus must have been 

tempted in all points, he, the immaculate, met and conquered sin in every form. The brutal bar- 
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barity of his foes could emanate from no source except the highest degree of human depravity. 

Jesus "opened not his mouth." Until the majesty of Truth should be demonstrated in divine 

Science, the spiritual idea was arraigned before the tribunal of so-called mortal mind, which was 

unloosed in order that the false claim of mind in matter might uncover its own crime of defying 

immortal Mind. 

 

From Genesis to the Apocalypse, sin, sickness, and death, envy, hatred, and revenge, — all evil, 

— are typified by a serpent, or animal subtlety. Jesus said, quoting a line from the Psalms, 

"They hated me without a cause." The serpent is perpetually close upon the heel of harmony. 

From the beginning to the end, the serpent pursues with hatred the spiritual idea. In Genesis, this 

allegorical, talking serpent typifies mortal mind, "more subtle than any beast of the field." In the 

Apocalypse, when nearing its doom, this evil increases and becomes the great red dragon, 

swollen with sin, inflamed with war against spirituality, and ripe for destruction. It is full of lust 

and hate, loathing the brightness of divine glory. 

 

5. 565 : 9-28 

 

Led on by the grossest element of mortal mind, Herod decreed the death of every male child in 

order that the man Jesus, the masculine representative of the spiritual idea, might never hold 

sway and deprive Herod of his crown. The impersonation of the spiritual idea had a brief history 

in the earthly life of our Master; but "of his kingdom there shall be no end," for Christ, God's 

idea, will eventually rule all nations and peoples — imperatively, absolutely, finally — with 

divine Science. This immaculate idea, represented first by man and, according to the Revelator, 

last by woman, will baptize with fire; and the fiery baptism will burn up the chaff of error with 

the fervent heat of Truth and Love, melting and purifying even the gold of human character. 

After the stars sang together and all was primeval harmony, the material lie made war upon the 

spiritual idea; but this only impelled the idea to rise to the zenith of demonstration, destroying 

sin, sickness, and death, and to be caught up unto God, — to be found in its divine Principle. 

 

6. 567 : 14-7 

 
Revelation xii. 9. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. 
 

That false claim — that ancient belief, that old serpent whose name is devil (evil), claiming that 

there is intelligence in matter either to benefit or to injure men — is pure delusion, the red 

dragon; and it is cast out by Christ, Truth, the spiritual idea, and so proved to be powerless. The 

words "cast unto the earth" show the dragon to be nothingness, dust to dust; and therefore, in his 
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pretence of being a talker, he must be a lie from the beginning. His angels, or messages, are cast 

out with their author. The beast and the false prophets are lust and hypocrisy. These wolves in 

sheep's clothing are detected and killed by innocence, the Lamb of Love.  

 

Divine Science shows how the Lamb slays the wolf. Innocence and Truth overcome guilt and 

error. Ever since the foundation of the world, ever since error would establish material belief, 

evil has tried to slay the Lamb; but Science is able to destroy this lie, called evil. The twelfth 

chapter of the Apocalypse typifies the divine method of warfare in Science, and the glorious 

results of this warfare. 

 

7. 568 : 24-30 

 

For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts. What shall we say 

of the mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter than has ever before reached high 

heaven, now rises clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and 

Love sends forth her primal and everlasting strain. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018                                                                   Page 10  
SUBJECT: ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

       MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

 


