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SUNDAY DECEMBER 23, 2018 

 
 

SUBJECT—IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN, 

  EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE? 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  MATTHEW 1 : 23 

 

 
 

“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,  

and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Matthew 2 : 2 

           Isaiah 9 : 6, 7 

       Isaiah 11 : 2, 4, 6 
 
 
2. We have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 
 
6. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
 
7. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 

justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
 
2. And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 
 
4. With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 

earth. 
 
6. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 

the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1. Isaiah 9 : 2 

 
2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of 

the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 

 

2. Luke 1 : 26-38, 46-49 

 
26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, 

named Nazareth, 

 
27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the 

virgin’s name was Mary.  

 
28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is 

with thee: blessed art thou among women.  

 
29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner 

of salutation this should be.  

 
30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.  

 
31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 

name JESUS.  

 
32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 

unto him the throne of his father David:  

 
33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 

end. 

 
34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?  

 
35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 

power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be 

born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  
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36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this 

is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.  
 
37 For with God nothing shall be impossible. 
 
38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. 

And the angel departed from her. 
 
46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
 
47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  
 
48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed.  
 
49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. 
 

3. Luke 2 : 1, 3-14, 40 
 
1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that 

all the  world should be taxed. 
 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  
 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 

David:)  
 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
 
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 

delivered.  
 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 
 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid. 
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10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which  shall be to all people. 
 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger. 
 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 

and saying,  
 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
 
40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 

was upon him. 
 

4. Matthew 9 : 35 
 
35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 

among the people. 
 

5. Matthew 14 : 14-21, 35, 36 
 
14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward 

them, and he healed their sick. 
 
15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and 

the time is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy 

themselves victuals. 
 
16 But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 
 
17 And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. 
 
18 He said, Bring them hither to me. 
 
19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and 

the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to 

his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.  
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20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained 

twelve baskets full. 
 
21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children. 
 
35 And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country 

round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased;  
 
36 And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as 

touched were made perfectly whole. 
 

6. Revelation 22 : 16 
 
16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root 

and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. vii : 1-12 
 

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings. The wakeful shepherd 

beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a risen day. So shone the 

pale star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came where, in cradled 

obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to 

benighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till across a night of error 

should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding star of being. The Wisemen were led to 

behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting the way to eternal harmony. 
 

2. 95 : 23-27 
 

Led by a solitary star amid the darkness, the Magi of old foretold the Messiahship of Truth. Is 

the wise man of to-day believed, when he beholds the light which heralds Christ’s eternal dawn 

and describes its effulgence? 
 

3. 29 : 14-8 
 

Those instructed in Christian Science have reached the glorious perception that God is the only 

author of man. The Virgin-mother conceived this idea of God, and gave to her ideal the name of 

Jesus — that is, Joshua, or Saviour. 
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The illumination of Mary’s spiritual sense put to silence material law and its order of generation, 

and brought forth her child by the revelation of Truth, demonstrating God as the Father of men. 

The Holy Ghost, or divine Spirit, overshadowed the pure sense of the Virgin-mother with the 

full recognition that being is Spirit. The Christ dwelt forever an idea in the bosom of God, the 

divine Principle of the man Jesus, and woman perceived this spiritual idea, though at first faintly 

developed. 

 

Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal evidence that Spirit is 

harmonious and man eternal. Jesus was the offspring of Mary’s self-conscious communion with 

God. Hence he could give a more spiritual idea of life than other men, and could demonstrate 

the Science of Love — his Father or divine Principle. 

 

Born of a woman, Jesus’ advent in the flesh partook partly of Mary’s earthly condition, although 

he was endowed with the Christ, the divine Spirit, without measure. 

 

4. 332 : 26-32 

 

Mary’s conception of him was spiritual, for only purity could reflect Truth and Love, which 

were plainly incarnate in the good and pure Christ Jesus. He expressed the highest type of 

divinity, which a fleshly form could express in that age. Into the real and ideal man the fleshly 

element cannot enter. 

 

5. 170 : 22-16 

 

Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered, for more than all others spiritual 

causation relates to human progress. The age seems ready to approach this subject, to ponder 

somewhat the supremacy of Spirit, and at least to touch the hem of Truth’s garment. 

 

The description of man as purely physical, or as both material and spiritual, — but in either case 

dependent upon his physical organization, — is the Pandora box, from which all ills have gone 

forth, especially despair. Matter, which takes divine power into its own hands and claims to be a 

creator, is a fiction, in which paganism and lust are so sanctioned by society that mankind has 

caught their moral contagion. 

 

Through discernment of the spiritual opposite of materiality, even the way through Christ, Truth, 

man will reopen with the key of divine Science the gates of Paradise which human beliefs have 

closed, and will find himself unfallen, upright, pure, and free, not needing to consult almanacs 

for the probabilities either of his life or of the weather, not needing to study brainology to learn 

how much of a man he is. 
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Mind’s control over the universe, including man, is no longer an open question, but is 

demonstrable Science. Jesus illustrated the divine Principle and the power of immortal Mind by 

healing sickness and sin and destroying the foundations of death. 

 

6. 315 : 21-7 

 

Jesus’ spiritual origin and understanding enabled him to demonstrate the facts of being, — to 

prove irrefutably how spiritual Truth destroys material error, heals sickness, and overcomes 

death. The divine conception of Jesus pointed to this truth and presented an illustration of 

creation. The history of Jesus shows him to have been more spiritual than all other earthly 

personalities. 

 

Wearing in part a human form (that is, as it seemed to mortal view), being conceived by a 

human mother, Jesus was the mediator between Spirit and the flesh, between Truth and error. 

Explaining and demonstrating the way of divine Science, he became the way of salvation to all 

who accepted his word. From him mortals may learn how to escape from evil. The real man 

being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal 

selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his relation to God, and to recognize the divine 

sonship. 

 

7. 286 : 12-15 

 

Physical causation was put aside from first to last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the 

divine Principle, Love, creates and governs all that is real. 

 

8. 273 : 24-28 

 

Jesus walked on the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct 

opposition to material laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false 

claims of material sense or law. 

 

9. 547 : 28-8 

 

Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, and mortal theory of the universe, and adopts 

the spiritual and immortal. 

 

It is this spiritual perception of Scripture, which lifts humanity out of disease and death and 

inspires faith. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come! … and whosoever will, let him take the 
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water of life freely.” Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes through the 

sacred pages the spiritual sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In this Science, we discover 

man in the image and likeness of God. We see that man has never lost his spiritual estate and his 

eternal harmony. 

 

10. 109 : 24-27 

 

When a new spiritual idea is borne to earth, the prophetic Scripture of Isaiah is renewedly 

fulfilled: “Unto us a child is born, … and his name shall be called Wonderful.” 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


