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SUNDAY DECEMBER 2, 2018

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS
MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 91 : 13

“Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder:
the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.”

RESPONSIVE READING: James 4 : 7, 8
Ephesians 6 : 13-17

7.

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

8.

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.

13.

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14.

Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness;

15.

And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16.

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked.

17.

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

I Peter 5 : 8, 9 (to ,)

8

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour:

9

Whom resist stedfast in the faith,

2.

Genesis 3 : 1-6, 13, 17

1

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden?

2

And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3

But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4

And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

6

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat,
and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

13

And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

17

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast
eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is
the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
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3.

Ephesians 5 : 1, 6-11, 14 (Awake)-17

1

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

6

Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of
God upon the children of disobedience.

7

Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

8

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of
light:

9

(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

10

Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

11

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

14

…Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.

15

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16

Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17

Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

4.

John 17 : 1-5

1

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

2

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him.

3

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.
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4

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

5

And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was.

5.

John 19 : 1-3, 5, 6 (to 1st .), 16 (And)-18 (to 1st ,)

1

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.

2

And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a
purple robe,

3

And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.

5

Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith
unto them, Behold the man!

6

When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify
him, crucify him.

16

…And they took Jesus, and led him away.

17

And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is
called in the Hebrew Golgotha:

18

Where they crucified him,

6.

Ephesians 6 : 10 (be)-12

10

…be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.

12

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.
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7.

Revelation 12 : 1-10

1

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:

2

And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.

3

And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.

4

And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and
the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her
child as soon as it was born.

5

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her
child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.

6

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that
they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.

7

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the
dragon fought and his angels,

8

And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.

9

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him.

10

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which accused them before our God day and night.

8.

Revelation 19 : 6

6

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters,
and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.
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Science and Health
1.

103 : 18-23 (to 2nd .)

As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or
mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as
real as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or
malicious.
2.

269 : 3-5

From first to last the supposed coexistence of Mind and matter and the mingling of good and
evil have resulted from the philosophy of the serpent.
3.

594 : 1-11

SERPENT (ophis, in Greek; nacash, in Hebrew). Subtlety; a lie; the opposite of Truth, named
error; the first statement of mythology and idolatry; the belief in more than one God; animal
magnetism; the first lie of limitation; finity; the first claim that there is an opposite of Spirit, or
good, termed matter, or evil; the first delusion that error exists as fact; the first claim that sin,
sickness, and death are the realities of life. The first audible claim that God was not omnipotent
and that there was another power, named evil, which was as real and eternal as God, good.
4.

563 : 27-5 page 565

The serpentine form stands for subtlety, winding its way amidst all evil, but doing this in the
name of good. Its sting is spoken of by Paul, when he refers to "spiritual wickedness in high
places." It is the animal instinct in mortals, which would impel them to devour each other and
cast out devils through Beelzebub.
As of old, evil still charges the spiritual idea with error's own nature and methods. This
malicious animal instinct, of which the dragon is the type, incites mortals to kill morally and
physically even their fellow-mortals, and worse still, to charge the innocent with the crime. This
last infirmity of sin will sink its perpetrator into a night without a star.
The author is convinced that the accusations against Jesus of Nazareth and even his crucifixion
were instigated by the criminal instinct here described. The Revelator speaks of Jesus as the
Lamb of God and of the dragon as warring against innocence. Since Jesus must have been
tempted in all points, he, the immaculate, met and conquered sin in every form. The brutal barThis Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
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barity of his foes could emanate from no source except the highest degree of human depravity.
Jesus "opened not his mouth." Until the majesty of Truth should be demonstrated in divine
Science, the spiritual idea was arraigned before the tribunal of so-called mortal mind, which was
unloosed in order that the false claim of mind in matter might uncover its own crime of defying
immortal Mind.
From Genesis to the Apocalypse, sin, sickness, and death, envy, hatred, and revenge, — all evil,
— are typified by a serpent, or animal subtlety. Jesus said, quoting a line from the Psalms,
"They hated me without a cause." The serpent is perpetually close upon the heel of harmony.
From the beginning to the end, the serpent pursues with hatred the spiritual idea. In Genesis, this
allegorical, talking serpent typifies mortal mind, "more subtle than any beast of the field." In the
Apocalypse, when nearing its doom, this evil increases and becomes the great red dragon,
swollen with sin, inflamed with war against spirituality, and ripe for destruction. It is full of lust
and hate, loathing the brightness of divine glory.
5.

565 : 9-28

Led on by the grossest element of mortal mind, Herod decreed the death of every male child in
order that the man Jesus, the masculine representative of the spiritual idea, might never hold
sway and deprive Herod of his crown. The impersonation of the spiritual idea had a brief history
in the earthly life of our Master; but "of his kingdom there shall be no end," for Christ, God's
idea, will eventually rule all nations and peoples — imperatively, absolutely, finally — with
divine Science. This immaculate idea, represented first by man and, according to the Revelator,
last by woman, will baptize with fire; and the fiery baptism will burn up the chaff of error with
the fervent heat of Truth and Love, melting and purifying even the gold of human character.
After the stars sang together and all was primeval harmony, the material lie made war upon the
spiritual idea; but this only impelled the idea to rise to the zenith of demonstration, destroying
sin, sickness, and death, and to be caught up unto God, — to be found in its divine Principle.
6.

567 : 14-7

Revelation xii. 9. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him.
That false claim — that ancient belief, that old serpent whose name is devil (evil), claiming that
there is intelligence in matter either to benefit or to injure men — is pure delusion, the red
dragon; and it is cast out by Christ, Truth, the spiritual idea, and so proved to be powerless. The
words "cast unto the earth" show the dragon to be nothingness, dust to dust; and therefore, in his
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
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pretence of being a talker, he must be a lie from the beginning. His angels, or messages, are cast
out with their author. The beast and the false prophets are lust and hypocrisy. These wolves in
sheep's clothing are detected and killed by innocence, the Lamb of Love.
Divine Science shows how the Lamb slays the wolf. Innocence and Truth overcome guilt and
error. Ever since the foundation of the world, ever since error would establish material belief,
evil has tried to slay the Lamb; but Science is able to destroy this lie, called evil. The twelfth
chapter of the Apocalypse typifies the divine method of warfare in Science, and the glorious
results of this warfare.
7.

568 : 24-30

For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts. What shall we say
of the mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter than has ever before reached high
heaven, now rises clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and
Love sends forth her primal and everlasting strain.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 100 : 3

“Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Isaiah 65 : 18, 19, 23
Isaiah 66 : 9, 10, 12, 13
18.

Be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a
rejoicing, and her people a joy.

19.

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no
more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

23.

They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the
blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.

9.

Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the LORD: shall I cause to
bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.

10.

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with
her, all ye that mourn for her.

12.

For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of
the Gentiles like a flowing stream.

13.

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in
Jerusalem.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018
SUBJECT: GOD THE ONLY CAUSE AND CREATOR

Page 2

LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Job 33 : 4

4

The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.

2.

Isaiah 40 : 1, 2 (to :), 3-5, 10, 11

1

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.

2

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished,
that her iniquity is pardoned:

3

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.

4

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:

5

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

10

Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him:
behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

11

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry
them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

3.

Luke 1 : 5-8, 11 (there)-16, 18-22, 24 (to 1st ,), 57-60, 62-64, 67-80

5

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judæa, a certain priest named Zacharias, of
the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elisabeth.

6

And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless.
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7

And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well
stricken in years.

8

And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of
his course,

11

…there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense.

12

And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

13

But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife
Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

14

And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.

15

For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb.

16

And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

18

And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and
my wife well stricken in years.

19

And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God;
and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.

20

And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things
shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their
season.

21

And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple.

22

And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had
seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless.

24

And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived,

57

Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.
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58

And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon
her; and they rejoiced with her.

59

And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they
called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

60

And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.

62

And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called.

63

And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they
marvelled all.

64

And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and
praised God.

67

And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,

68

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people,

69

And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David;

70

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began:

71

That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us;

72

To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant;

73

The oath which he sware to our father Abraham,

74

That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies
might serve him without fear,

75

In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.

76

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the
face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

77

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,
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78

Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited
us,

79

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace.

80

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his
shewing unto Israel.

4.

Amos 5 : 4 (to 1st ,), 8

4

For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel,

8

Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the
morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and
poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:

Science and Health
1.

502 : 29 (There)-5

There is but one creator and one creation. This creation consists of the unfolding of spiritual
ideas and their identities, which are embraced in the infinite Mind and forever reflected. These
ideas range from the infinitesimal to infinity, and the highest ideas are the sons and daughters of
God.
2.

506 : 18-21

Spirit, God, gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and unfolds these thoughts,
even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in order that the purpose may appear.
3.

518 : 29-6

Nothing is new to Spirit. Nothing can be novel to eternal Mind, the author of all things, who
from all eternity knoweth His own ideas. Deity was satisfied with His work. How could He be
otherwise, since the spiritual creation was the outgrowth, the emanation, of His infinite selfcontainment and immortal wisdom?
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302 : 31-20

Even in Christian Science, reproduction by Spirit's individual ideas is but the reflection of the
creative power of the divine Principle of those ideas. The reflection, through mental
manifestation, of the multitudinous forms of Mind which people the realm of the real is
controlled by Mind, the Principle governing the reflection. Multiplication of God's children
comes from no power of propagation in matter, it is the reflection of Spirit.
The minutiae of lesser individualities reflect the one divine individuality and are comprehended
in and formed by Spirit, not by material sensation. Whatever reflects Mind, Life, Truth, and
Love, is spiritually conceived and brought forth; but the statement that man is conceived and
evolved both spiritually and materially, or by both God and man, contradicts this eternal truth.
All the vanity of the ages can never make both these contraries true. Divine Science lays the axe
at the root of the illusion that life, or mind, is formed by or is in the material body, and Science
will eventually destroy this illusion through the self-destruction of all error and the beatified
understanding of the Science of Life.
5.

582 : 14-20

BRIDE. Purity and innocence, conceiving man in the idea of God; a sense of Soul, which has
spiritual bliss and enjoys but cannot suffer.
BRIDEGROOM. Spiritual understanding; the pure consciousness that God, the divine Principle,
creates man as His own spiritual idea, and that God is the only creative power.
6.

263 : 1-20

Mortals are egotists. They believe themselves to be independent workers, personal authors, and
even privileged originators of something which Deity would not or could not create. The
creations of mortal mind are material. Immortal spiritual man alone represents the truth of
creation.
When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and works only as God
works, he will no longer grope in the dark and cling to earth because he has not tasted heaven.
Carnal beliefs defraud us. They make man an involuntary hypocrite, — producing evil when he
would create good, forming deformity when he would outline grace and beauty, injuring those
whom he would bless. He becomes a general mis-creator, who believes he is a semi-god. His
"touch turns hope to dust, the dust we all have trod." He might say in Bible language: "The good
that I would, I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do."
There can be but one creator, who has created all.
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61 : 4-9, 11-13, 24-30

The good in human affections must have ascendency over the evil and the spiritual over the
animal, or happiness will never be won. The attainment of this celestial condition would
improve our progeny, diminish crime, and give higher aims to ambition. … The offspring of
heavenly-minded parents inherit more intellect, better balanced minds, and sounder
constitutions.
Is not the propagation of the human species a greater responsibility, a more solemn charge, than
the culture of your garden or the raising of stock to increase your flocks and herds? Nothing
unworthy of perpetuity should be transmitted to children.
The formation of mortals must greatly improve to advance mankind.
8.

236 : 12-20

A mother is the strongest educator, either for or against crime. Her thoughts form the embryo of
another mortal mind, and unconsciously mould it, either after a model odious to herself or
through divine influence, "according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount." Hence the
importance of Christian Science, from which we learn of the one Mind and of the availability of
good as the remedy for every woe.
9.

178 : 8 (Heredity)-17, 22-27

Heredity is not a law. The remote cause or belief of disease is not dangerous because of its
priority and the connection of past mortal thoughts with present. The predisposing cause and the
exciting cause are mental.
Perhaps an adult has a deformity produced prior to his birth by the fright of his mother. When
wrested from human belief and based on Science or the divine Mind, to which all things are
possible, that chronic case is not difficult to cure.
In proportion to our understanding of Christian Science, we are freed from the belief of heredity,
of mind in matter or animal magnetism; and we disarm sin of its imaginary power in proportion
to our spiritual understanding of the status of immortal being.
10.

68 : 27-2

Christian Science presents unfoldment, not accretion; it manifests no material growth from
molecule to mind, but an impartation of the divine Mind to man and the universe.
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Proportionately as human generation ceases, the unbroken links of eternal, harmonious being
will be spiritually discerned; and man, not of the earth earthly but coexistent with God, will
appear.
11.

69 : 13-16

Spiritually to understand that there is but one creator, God, unfolds all creation, confirms the
Scriptures, brings the sweet assurance of no parting, no pain, and of man deathless and perfect
and eternal.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 16, 2018

SUBJECT—GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 31 : 23

“O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 121 : 1-8

1.

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.

2.

My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.

3.

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.

4.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.

5.

The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.

6.

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.

7.

The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.

8.

The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even
for evermore.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 36 : 5-7

5

Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.

6

Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD,
thou preservest man and beast.

7

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust
under the shadow of thy wings.

2.

I Chronicles 17 : 16 (David) (to 2nd ,), 20, 21

16

…David the king came and sat before the LORD, and said,

20

O LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that
we have heard with our ears.

21

And what one nation in the earth is like thy people Israel, whom God went to redeem to
be his own people, to make thee a name of greatness and terribleness, by driving out
nations from before thy people, whom thou hast redeemed out of Egypt?

3.

I Chronicles 18 : 1-3, 5, 6, 14

1

Now after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them, and
took Gath and her towns out of the hand of the Philistines.

2

And he smote Moab; and the Moabites became David’s servants, and brought gifts.

3

And David smote Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he went to stablish his
dominion by the river Euphrates.

5

And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, David slew
of the Syrians two and twenty thousand men.

6

Then David put garrisons in Syria-damascus; and the Syrians became David’s servants,
and brought gifts. Thus the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went.

14

So David reigned over all Israel, and executed judgment and justice among all his people.
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4.

II Samuel 22 : 1-3 (to 2nd ,)

1

And David spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD had
delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul:

2

And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;

3

The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation,

5.

II Chronicles 17 : 3, 4 (to 1st ,), 5, 7 (to 1st ,), 7 (to teach), 9, 10

3

And the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first ways of his father
David, and sought not unto Baalim;

4

But sought to the LORD God of his father,

5

Therefore the LORD stablished the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah brought to
Jehoshaphat presents; and he had riches and honour in abundance.

7

Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, … to teach in the cities of Judah.

9

And they taught in Judah, and had the book of the law of the LORD with them, and went
about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught the people.

10

And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were round about
Judah, so that they made no war against Jehoshaphat.

6.

II Chronicles 29 : 1 (to 1st .), 2

1

Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old, and he reigned nine and
twenty years in Jerusalem.

2

And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his
father had done.

7.

II Chronicles 32 : 9 (to 1st ,), 9 (unto Hezekiah)-11, 15 (no), 16, 19-22

9

After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send his servants to Jerusalem, … unto
Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto all Judah that were at Jerusalem, saying,

10

Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria, Whereon do ye trust, that ye abide in the siege in
Jerusalem?
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11

Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give over yourselves to die by famine and by thirst,
saying, The LORD our God shall deliver us out of the hand of the king of Assyria?

15

…no god of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people out of mine hand, and
out of the hand of my fathers: how much less shall your God deliver you out of mine
hand?

16

And his servants spake yet more against the LORD God, and against his servant Hezekiah.

19

And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the
earth, which were the work of the hands of man.

20

And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed
and cried to heaven.

21

And the LORD sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders
and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his
own land. And when he was come into the house of his god, they that came forth of his
own bowels slew him there with the sword.

22

Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of
Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided them on
every side.

8.

Isaiah 49 : 8-10

8

Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation
have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to
establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;

9

That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew
yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places.

10

They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath
mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them.

9.

Ephesians 2 : 4 (God), 5 (to 2nd ,), 8

4

…God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

5

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ,

8

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018
SUBJECT: GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN

Page 5

Science and Health
1.

387 : 27-32

The history of Christianity furnishes sublime proofs of the supporting influence and protecting
power bestowed on man by his heavenly Father, omnipotent Mind, who gives man faith and
understanding whereby to defend himself, not only from temptation, but from bodily suffering.
2.

1 : 1-4

THE prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things are
possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love.
3.

146 : 2 (The)-7

The ancient Christians were healers. Why has this element of Christianity been lost? Because
our systems of religion are governed more or less by our systems of medicine. The first idolatry
was faith in matter. The schools have rendered faith in drugs the fashion, rather than faith in
Deity.
4.

23 : 21-31

In Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English, faith and the words corresponding thereto have these two
definitions, trustfulness and trustworthiness. One kind of faith trusts one's welfare to others.
Another kind of faith understands divine Love and how to work out one's "own salvation, with
fear and trembling." "Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief!" expresses the helplessness of a
blind faith; whereas the injunction, "Believe … and thou shalt be saved!" demands self-reliant
trustworthiness, which includes spiritual understanding and confides all to God.
5.

328 : 4-13

Mortals suppose that they can live without goodness, when God is good and the only real Life.
What is the result? Understanding little about the divine Principle which saves and heals,
mortals get rid of sin, sickness, and death only in belief. These errors are not thus really
destroyed, and must therefore cling to mortals until, here or hereafter, they gain the true understanding of God in the Science which destroys human delusions about Him and reveals the
grand realities of His allness.
6.

285 : 23-31

By interpreting God as a corporeal Saviour but not as the saving Principle, or divine Love, we
shall continue to seek salvation through pardon and not through reform, and resort to matter
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instead of Spirit for the cure of the sick. As mortals reach, through knowledge of Christian
Science, a higher sense, they will seek to learn, not from matter, but from the divine Principle,
God, how to demonstrate the Christ, Truth, as the healing and saving power.
7.

133 : 8-15

In Egypt, it was Mind which saved the Israelites from belief in the plagues. In the wilderness,
streams flowed from the rock, and manna fell from the sky. The Israelites looked upon the
brazen serpent, and straightway believed that they were healed of the poisonous stings of vipers.
In national prosperity, miracles attended the successes of the Hebrews; but when they departed
from the true idea, their demoralization began.
8.

243 : 4-15

The divine Love, which made harmless the poisonous viper, which delivered men from the
boiling oil, from the fiery furnace, from the jaws of the lion, can heal the sick in every age and
triumph over sin and death. It crowned the demonstrations of Jesus with unsurpassed power and
love. But the same "Mind … which was also in Christ Jesus" must always accompany the letter
of Science in order to confirm and repeat the ancient demonstrations of prophets and apostles.
That those wonders are not more commonly repeated to-day, arises not so much from lack of
desire as from lack of spiritual growth.
9.

230 : 1-2, 4-10

If sickness is real, it belongs to immortality; if true, it is a part of Truth. … But if sickness and
sin are illusions, the awakening from this mortal dream, or illusion, will bring us into health,
holiness, and immortality. This awakening is the forever coming of Christ, the advanced
appearing of Truth, which casts out error and heals the sick. This is the salvation which comes
through God, the divine Principle, Love, as demonstrated by Jesus.
10.

202 : 6-14

If men would bring to bear upon the study of the Science of Mind half the faith they bestow
upon the so-called pains and pleasures of material sense, they would not go on from bad to
worse, until disciplined by the prison and the scaffold; but the whole human family would be
redeemed through the merits of Christ, — through the perception and acceptance of Truth. For
this glorious result Christian Science lights the torch of spiritual understanding.
11.

410 : 14-17

Every trial of our faith in God makes us stronger. The more difficult seems the material
condition to be overcome by Spirit, the stronger should be our faith and the purer our love.
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018
SUBJECT: GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN

12.

Page 7

487 : 27-1

The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens our days by strengthening our trust in the
deathless reality of Life, its almightiness and immortality.
This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole the diseased, and
brings out the enduring and harmonious phases of things.
13.

368 : 14-19

When we come to have more faith in the truth of being than we have in error, more faith in
Spirit than in matter, more faith in living than in dying, more faith in God than in man, then no
material suppositions can prevent us from healing the sick and destroying error.
14.

395 : 11-14

When divine Science overcomes faith in a carnal mind, and faith in God destroys all faith in sin
and in material methods of healing, then sin, disease, and death will disappear.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 23, 2018

SUBJECT—IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN,
EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE?
GOLDEN TEXT: MATTHEW 1 : 23

“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Matthew 2 : 2
Isaiah 9 : 6, 7
Isaiah 11 : 2, 4, 6
2.

We have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

6.

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

7.

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

2.

And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

4.

With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the
earth.

6.

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 9 : 2

2

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of
the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

2.

Luke 1 : 26-38, 46-49

26

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth,

27

To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary.

28

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women.

29

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner
of salutation this should be.

30

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

31

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his
name JESUS.

32

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David:

33

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no
end.

34

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?

35

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
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36

And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this
is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.

37

For with God nothing shall be impossible.

38

And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.
And the angel departed from her.

46

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

47

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

48

For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed.

49

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.

3.

Luke 2 : 1, 3-14, 40

1

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that
all the world should be taxed.

3

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

4

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:)

5

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

6

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered.

7

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

8

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night.

9

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid.
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10

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.

11

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger.

13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,

14

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

40

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God
was upon him.

4.

Matthew 9 : 35

35

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease
among the people.

5.

Matthew 14 : 14-21, 35, 36

14

And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward
them, and he healed their sick.

15

And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and
the time is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy
themselves victuals.

16

But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat.

17

And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.

18

He said, Bring them hither to me.

19

And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and
the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to
his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.
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20

And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained
twelve baskets full.

21

And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.

35

And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country
round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased;

36

And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as
touched were made perfectly whole.

6.

Revelation 22 : 16

16

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root
and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

Science and Health
1.

vii : 1-12

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings. The wakeful shepherd
beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a risen day. So shone the
pale star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came where, in cradled
obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to
benighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till across a night of error
should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding star of being. The Wisemen were led to
behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting the way to eternal harmony.
2.

95 : 23-27

Led by a solitary star amid the darkness, the Magi of old foretold the Messiahship of Truth. Is
the wise man of to-day believed, when he beholds the light which heralds Christ’s eternal dawn
and describes its effulgence?
3.

29 : 14-8

Those instructed in Christian Science have reached the glorious perception that God is the only
author of man. The Virgin-mother conceived this idea of God, and gave to her ideal the name of
Jesus — that is, Joshua, or Saviour.
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The illumination of Mary’s spiritual sense put to silence material law and its order of generation,
and brought forth her child by the revelation of Truth, demonstrating God as the Father of men.
The Holy Ghost, or divine Spirit, overshadowed the pure sense of the Virgin-mother with the
full recognition that being is Spirit. The Christ dwelt forever an idea in the bosom of God, the
divine Principle of the man Jesus, and woman perceived this spiritual idea, though at first faintly
developed.
Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal evidence that Spirit is
harmonious and man eternal. Jesus was the offspring of Mary’s self-conscious communion with
God. Hence he could give a more spiritual idea of life than other men, and could demonstrate
the Science of Love — his Father or divine Principle.
Born of a woman, Jesus’ advent in the flesh partook partly of Mary’s earthly condition, although
he was endowed with the Christ, the divine Spirit, without measure.
4.

332 : 26-32

Mary’s conception of him was spiritual, for only purity could reflect Truth and Love, which
were plainly incarnate in the good and pure Christ Jesus. He expressed the highest type of
divinity, which a fleshly form could express in that age. Into the real and ideal man the fleshly
element cannot enter.
5.

170 : 22-16

Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered, for more than all others spiritual
causation relates to human progress. The age seems ready to approach this subject, to ponder
somewhat the supremacy of Spirit, and at least to touch the hem of Truth’s garment.
The description of man as purely physical, or as both material and spiritual, — but in either case
dependent upon his physical organization, — is the Pandora box, from which all ills have gone
forth, especially despair. Matter, which takes divine power into its own hands and claims to be a
creator, is a fiction, in which paganism and lust are so sanctioned by society that mankind has
caught their moral contagion.
Through discernment of the spiritual opposite of materiality, even the way through Christ, Truth,
man will reopen with the key of divine Science the gates of Paradise which human beliefs have
closed, and will find himself unfallen, upright, pure, and free, not needing to consult almanacs
for the probabilities either of his life or of the weather, not needing to study brainology to learn
how much of a man he is.
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Mind’s control over the universe, including man, is no longer an open question, but is
demonstrable Science. Jesus illustrated the divine Principle and the power of immortal Mind by
healing sickness and sin and destroying the foundations of death.
6.

315 : 21-7

Jesus’ spiritual origin and understanding enabled him to demonstrate the facts of being, — to
prove irrefutably how spiritual Truth destroys material error, heals sickness, and overcomes
death. The divine conception of Jesus pointed to this truth and presented an illustration of
creation. The history of Jesus shows him to have been more spiritual than all other earthly
personalities.
Wearing in part a human form (that is, as it seemed to mortal view), being conceived by a
human mother, Jesus was the mediator between Spirit and the flesh, between Truth and error.
Explaining and demonstrating the way of divine Science, he became the way of salvation to all
who accepted his word. From him mortals may learn how to escape from evil. The real man
being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal
selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his relation to God, and to recognize the divine
sonship.
7.

286 : 12-15

Physical causation was put aside from first to last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the
divine Principle, Love, creates and governs all that is real.
8.

273 : 24-28

Jesus walked on the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct
opposition to material laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false
claims of material sense or law.
9.

547 : 28-8

Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, and mortal theory of the universe, and adopts
the spiritual and immortal.
It is this spiritual perception of Scripture, which lifts humanity out of disease and death and
inspires faith. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come! … and whosoever will, let him take the
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water of life freely.” Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes through the
sacred pages the spiritual sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In this Science, we discover
man in the image and likeness of God. We see that man has never lost his spiritual estate and his
eternal harmony.
10.

109 : 24-27

When a new spiritual idea is borne to earth, the prophetic Scripture of Isaiah is renewedly
fulfilled: “Unto us a child is born, … and his name shall be called Wonderful.”
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 30, 2018

SUBJECT—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
GOLDEN TEXT: JOHN 14 : 18

“I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Isaiah 61 : 1-4, 10, 11

1.

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

2.

To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all that mourn;

3.

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;

4.

And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they
shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.

10.

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,

11.

For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown
in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 35 : 4-6

4

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come
with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.

5

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

2.

Luke 7 : 19-22

19

And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that
should come? or look we for another?

20

When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee,
saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another?

21

And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits;
and unto many that were blind he gave sight.

22

Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have
seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.

3.

Matthew 9 : 10-13

10

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners
came and sat down with him and his disciples.

11

And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with
publicans and sinners?

12

But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick.
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13

But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

4.

Matthew 10 : 1 (to 1st ,), 5-8

1

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples,

5

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

6

But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

7

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

8

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received,
freely give.

5.

John 14 : 12, 13, 15-17, 20, 21, 26, 27

12

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

13

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son.

15

If ye love me, keep my commandments.

16

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever;

17

Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

20

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

21

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to
him.
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26

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.

27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

6.

John 8 : 31, 32

31

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed;

32

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

7.

John 13 : 34

34

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that
ye also love one another.

8.

II Corinthians 1 : 3, 4

3

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the
God of all comfort;

4

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

Science and Health
1.

332 : 19 (Jesus)-22

Jesus demonstrated Christ; he proved that Christ is the divine idea of God — the Holy Ghost, or
Comforter, revealing the divine Principle, Love, and leading into all truth.
2.

123 : 16-29

The term CHRISTIAN SCIENCE was introduced by the author to designate the scientific system of
divine healing.
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The revelation consists of two parts:
1. The discovery of this divine Science of Mind-healing, through a spiritual sense of the
Scriptures and through the teachings of the Comforter, as promised by the Master.
2. The proof, by present demonstration, that the so-called miracles of Jesus did not specially
belong to a dispensation now ended, but that they illustrated an ever-operative divine Principle.
The operation of this Principle indicates the eternality of the scientific order and continuity of
being.
3.

127 : 9-22

The terms Divine Science, Spiritual Science, Christ Science or Christian Science, or Science
alone, she employs interchangeably, according to the requirements of the context. These
synonymous terms stand for everything relating to God, the infinite, supreme, eternal Mind. It
may be said, however, that the term Christian Science relates especially to Science as applied to
humanity. Christian Science reveals God, not as the author of sin, sickness, and death, but as
divine Principle, Supreme Being, Mind, exempt from all evil. It teaches that matter is the falsity,
not the fact, of existence; that nerves, brain, stomach, lungs, and so forth, have — as matter —
no intelligence, life, nor sensation.
4.

131 : 26-13

The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and explained the so-called miracles of olden time as
natural demonstrations of the divine power, demonstrations which were not understood. Jesus’
works established his claim to the Messiahship. In reply to John’s inquiry, “Art thou he that
should come,” Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works instead of referring to
his doctrine, confident that this exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully answer the
question. Hence his reply: “Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall
not be offended in me.” In other words, he gave his benediction to any one who should not deny
that such effects, coming from divine Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle
which brings out all harmony.
5.

271 : 20-25

Our Master said, “But the Comforter … shall teach you all things.” When the Science of
Christianity appears, it will lead you into all truth. The Sermon on the Mount is the essence of
this Science, and the eternal life, not the death of Jesus, is its outcome.
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45 : 6-10

Our Master fully and finally demonstrated divine Science in his victory over death and the
grave. Jesus’ deed was for the enlightenment of men and for the salvation of the whole world
from sin, sickness, and death.
7.

78 : 28-32

Spirit blesses man, but man cannot “tell whence it cometh.” By it the sick are healed, the
sorrowing are comforted, and the sinning are reformed. These are the effects of one universal
God, the invisible good dwelling in eternal Science.
8.

546 : 23-30

Christian Science is dawning upon a material age. The great spiritual facts of being, like rays of
light, shine in the darkness, though the darkness, comprehending them not, may deny their
reality. The proof that the system stated in this book is Christianly scientific resides in the good
this system accomplishes, for it cures on a divine demonstrable Principle which all may
understand.
9.

557 : 10-16, 18-21

Christian Science reveals harmony as proportionately increasing as the line of creation rises
towards spiritual man, — towards enlarged understanding and intelligence; but in the line of the
corporeal senses, the less a mortal knows of sin, disease, and mortality, the better for him, — the
less pain and sorrow are his .… Divine Science rolls back the clouds of error with the light of
Truth, and lifts the curtain on man as never born and as never dying, but as coexistent with his
creator.
10.

96 : 12-20

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there
will be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up
of material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and
death, which assume new phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will
continue until the end of error, when all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.
11.

322 : 26-30

The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our
disappointments and ceaseless woes, turn us like tired children to the arms of divine Love. Then
we begin to learn Life in divine Science.
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55 : 15-29

Truth’s immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God’s omnipotence and the
healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises
will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and
whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ’s cup now, and
is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing.
In the words of St. John: “He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
forever.” This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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