SUNDAY AUGUST 12, 2018

SUBJECT—SOUL
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 139 : 14

“I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Jonah 2 : 2-7, 9

2.

I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of
hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.

3.

For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed
me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me.

4.

Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.

5.

The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the
weeds were wrapped about my head.

6.

I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for
ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.

7.

When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto
thee, into thine holy temple.

9.

I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 19 : 7 (to :)

7

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul:

2.

Psalm 25 : 1, 4, 15, 18, 20

1

Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul.

4

Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.

15

Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.

18

Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.

20

O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee.

3.

Genesis 32 : 24-28, 30

24

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the
day.

25

And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh;
and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.

26

And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except
thou bless me.

27

And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.

28

And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou
power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

30

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my
life is preserved.
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4.

Isaiah 59 : 1, 2, 10 (to ;), 15 (and the)-17, 19-21

1

Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that
it cannot hear:

2

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will not hear.

10

We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at
noonday as in the night;

15

…and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment.

16

And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore
his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.

17

For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head;
and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke.

19

So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of
the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a
standard against him.

20

And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in
Jacob, saith the LORD.

21

As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and
my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from
henceforth and for ever.

5.

Hebrews 12 : 6, 7

6

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

7

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not?

6.

Acts 8 : 3

3

As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men
and women committed them to prison.
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7.

Acts 9 : 1-5, 8-10 (to ;), 11, 13, 15, 17, 18, 20

1

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
went unto the high priest,

2

And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this
way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

3

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about
him a light from heaven:

4

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?

5

And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest:
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

8

And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they
led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.

9

And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

10

And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias;

11

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and
inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,

13

Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath
done to thy saints at Jerusalem:

15

But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

17

And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest,
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

18

And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

20

And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.
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8.

Job 22 : 23 (to 2nd ,)

23

If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up,

9.

Job 33 : 25-30

25

His flesh shall be fresher than a child’s: he shall return to the days of his youth:

26

He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he shall see his face
with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness.

27

He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right,
and it profited me not;

28

He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light.

29

Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with man,

30

To bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the living.

10.

Psalm 23 : 1, 3

1

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

3

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Science and Health
1.

120 : 4-6

Soul, or Spirit, is God, unchangeable and eternal; and man coexists with and reflects Soul, God,
for man is God's image.
2.

481 : 29-12

In Science we learn that it is material sense, not Soul, which sins; and it will be found that it is
the sense of sin which is lost, and not a sinful soul. When reading the Scriptures, the substitution
of the word sense for soul gives the exact meaning in a majority of cases.
Human thought has adulterated the meaning of the word soul through the hypothesis that soul is
both an evil and a good intelligence, resident in matter. The proper use of the word soul can
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always be gained by substituting the word God, where the deific meaning is required. In other
cases, use the word sense, and you will have the scientific signification. As used in Christian
Science, Soul is properly the synonym of Spirit, or God; but out of Science, soul is identical
with sense, with material sensation.
3.

308 : 14-28, 32-6

The Soul-inspired patriarchs heard the voice of Truth, and talked with God as consciously as
man talks with man.
Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life, substance, and
intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and pains, — when an angel, a message
from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote the sinew, or strength, of his error, till he saw
its unreality; and Truth, being thereby understood, gave him spiritual strength in this Peniel of
divine Science. Then said the spiritual evangel: "Let me go, for the day breaketh;" that is, the
light of Truth and Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch, perceiving his error and his need of
help, did not loosen his hold upon this glorious light until his nature was transformed. … Then
Jacob questioned his deliverer, "Tell me, I pray thee, thy name;" but this appellation was
withheld, for the messenger was not a corporeal being, but a nameless, incorporeal impartation
of divine Love to man, which, to use the word of the Psalmist, restored his Soul, — gave him
the spiritual sense of being and rebuked his material sense.
4.

323 : 19-24

When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, they will be
receptive of divine Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from material sense,
removes thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to the contemplation of something better than disease or sin.
5.

326 : 23-26

Saul of Tarsus beheld the way — the Christ, or Truth — only when his uncertain sense of right
yielded to a spiritual sense, which is always right. Then the man was changed.
6.

209 : 31-4

Spiritual sense is a conscious, constant capacity to understand God. It shows the superiority of
faith by works over faith in words. Its ideas are expressed only in "new tongues;" and these are
interpreted by the translation of the spiritual original into the language which human thought can
comprehend.
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327 : 1-13 (to 2nd .)

Reform comes by understanding that there is no abiding pleasure in evil, and also by gaining an
affection for good according to Science, which reveals the immortal fact that neither pleasure
nor pain, appetite nor passion, can exist in or of matter, while divine Mind can and does destroy
the false beliefs of pleasure, pain, or fear and all the sinful appetites of the human mind.
What a pitiful sight is malice, finding pleasure in revenge! Evil is sometimes a man's highest
conception of right, until his grasp on good grows stronger. Then he loses pleasure in
wickedness, and it becomes his torment. The way to escape the misery of sin is to cease sinning.
There is no other way.
8.

310 : 18 (We)-23 (to 2nd .)

We are commonly taught that there is a human soul which sins and is spiritually lost, — that
soul may be lost, and yet be immortal. If Soul could sin, Spirit, Soul, would be flesh instead of
Spirit. It is the belief of the flesh and of material sense which sins. If Soul sinned, Soul would
die.
9.

311 : 7-22

Soul is immortal because it is Spirit, which has no element of self-destruction. Is man lost
spiritually? No, he can only lose a sense material. All sin is of the flesh. It cannot be spiritual.
Sin exists here or hereafter only so long as the illusion of mind in matter remains. It is a sense of
sin, and not a sinful soul, which is lost. Evil is destroyed by the sense of good.
Through false estimates of soul as dwelling in sense and of mind as dwelling in matter, belief
strays into a sense of temporary loss or absence of soul, spiritual truth. This state of error is the
mortal dream of life and substance as existent in matter, and is directly opposite to the immortal
reality of being. So long as we believe that soul can sin or that immortal Soul is in mortal body,
we can never understand the Science of being.
10.

302 : 19-24

The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is perfect, because the Soul, or
Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of all being, and because this real man is
governed by Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the so-called laws of matter.
11.

322 : 3-13

When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a
spiritual basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall
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perceive Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle. This must be the climax before
harmonious and immortal man is obtained and his capabilities revealed. It is highly important —
in view of the immense work to be accomplished before this recognition of divine Science can
come — to turn our thoughts towards divine Principle, that finite belief may be prepared to
relinquish its error.
12.

307 : 25 (The)-26

The divine Mind is the Soul of man, and gives man dominion over all things.
13.

578 : 8-9

[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]: [LOVE] leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
His name's sake.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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