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SUNDAY APRIL 1, 2018

SUBJECT—UNREALITY
GOLDEN TEXT: MATTHEW 13 : 35

“I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.”

RESPONSIVE READING: John 11 : 25, 26
John 14 : 3, 4, 10, 12

25.

I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live:

26.

And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

3.

I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

4.

And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

10.

The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me,
he doeth the works.

12.

He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 11 : 1-6

1

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of
his roots:

2

And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;

3

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

4

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of
the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips shall he slay the wicked.

5

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

6

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.

2.

Matthew 4 : 23, 24

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

24

And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that
were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with
devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.

3.

Luke 18 : 35-43

35

And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the
way side begging:
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36

And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

37

And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

38

And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

39

And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so
much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

40

And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come
near, he asked him,

41

Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive
my sight.

42

And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

43

And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the
people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

4.

John 11 : 47, 48 (to :), 52 (he), 53

47

Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for
this man doeth many miracles.

48

If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him:

52

…he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.

53

Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death.

5.

John 19 : 1, 10, 11 (to :), 16-18 (to 1st ,)

1

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.

10

Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have
power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?

11

Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee
from above:
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16

Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led
him away.

17

And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is
called in the Hebrew Golgotha:

18

Where they crucified him,

6.

Matthew 27 : 50-53

50

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.

51

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the
earth did quake, and the rocks rent;

52

And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

53

And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and
appeared unto many.

7.

John 20 : 1, 11 (and)-18

1

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the
sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

11

…and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,

12

And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where
the body of Jesus had lain.

13

And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

14

And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew
not that it was Jesus.

15

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing
him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where
thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.
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16

Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to
say, Master.

17

Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God,
and your God.

18

Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had
spoken these things unto her.

8.

Matthew 28 : 16, 18-20

16

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them.

18

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth.

19

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Science and Health
1.

472 : 24 (All)-3

All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good,
and He makes all that is made. Therefore the only reality of sin, sickness, or death is the awful
fact that unrealities seem real to human, erring belief, until God strips off their disguise. They
are not true, because they are not of God. We learn in Christian Science that all inharmony of
mortal mind or body is illusion, possessing neither reality nor identity though seeming to be real
and identical.
2.

313 : 23-26

Jesus of Nazareth was the most scientific man that ever trod the globe. He plunged beneath the
material surface of things, and found the spiritual cause.
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26 : 10-12, 14-18

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: "I am the way, the truth,
and the life;" "I and my Father are one." …Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority
over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove
what God is and what He does for man.
4.

367 : 30-5

Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in
goodness, error, Truth's opposite, has no might. Evil is but the counterpoise of nothingness. The
greatest wrong is but a supposititious opposite of the highest right. The confidence inspired by
Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error is a coward before Truth.
5.

285 : 7-14

What, then, is the material personality which suffers, sins, and dies? It is not man, the image and
likeness of God, but man's counterfeit, the inverted likeness, the unlikeness called sin, sickness,
and death. The unreality of the claim that a mortal is the true image of God is illustrated by the
opposite natures of Spirit and matter, Mind and body, for one is intelligence while the other is
non-intelligence.
6.

318 : 9-15

The material senses originate and support all that is material, untrue, selfish, or debased. They
would put soul into soil, life into limbo, and doom all things to decay. We must silence this lie
of material sense with the truth of spiritual sense. We must cause the error to cease that brought
the belief of sin and death and would efface the pure sense of omnipotence.
7.

76 : 18-21

Suffering, sinning, dying beliefs are unreal. When divine Science is universally understood, they
will have no power over man, for man is immortal and lives by divine authority.
8.

317 : 1-5, 18-23

Jesus uttered things which had been "secret from the foundation of the world," — since material
knowledge usurped the throne of the creative divine Principle, insisted on the might of matter,
the force of falsity, the insignificance of spirit, and proclaimed an anthropomorphic God.
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The understanding of his spiritual individuality makes man more real, more formidable in truth,
and enables him to conquer sin, disease, and death. Our Lord and Master presented himself to
his disciples after his resurrection from the grave, as the self-same Jesus whom they had loved
before the tragedy on Calvary.
9.

31 : 12-17

First in the list of Christian duties, he taught his followers the healing power of Truth and Love.
He attached no importance to dead ceremonies. It is the living Christ, the practical Truth, which
makes Jesus "the resurrection and the life" to all who follow him in deed.
10.

42 : 15-2

The resurrection of the great demonstrator of God's power was the proof of his final triumph
over body and matter, and gave full evidence of divine Science, — evidence so important to
mortals. The belief that man has existence or mind separate from God is a dying error. This error
Jesus met with divine Science and proved its nothingness. Because of the wondrous glory which
God bestowed on His anointed, temptation, sin, sickness, and death had no terror for Jesus. Let
men think they had killed the body! Afterwards he would show it to them unchanged. This
demonstrates that in Christian Science the true man is governed by God — by good, not evil —
and is therefore not a mortal but an immortal. Jesus had taught his disciples the Science of this
proof. He was here to enable them to test his still uncomprehended saying, "He that believeth on
me, the works that I do shall he do also." They must understand more fully his Life-principle by
casting out error, healing the sick, and raising the dead, even as they did understand it after his
bodily departure.
11.

593 : 9-11

RESURRECTION. Spiritualization of thought; a new and higher idea of immortality, or spiritual
existence; material belief yielding to spiritual understanding.
12.

369 : 5-13

In proportion as matter loses to human sense all entity as man, in that proportion does man
become its master. He enters into a diviner sense of the facts, and comprehends the theology of
Jesus as demonstrated in healing the sick, raising the dead, and walking over the wave. All these
deeds manifested Jesus' control over the belief that matter is substance, that it can be the arbiter
of life or the constructor of any form of existence.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 2018
SUBJECT: UNREALITY

13.

Page 8

178 : 32-4

Whoever reaches the understanding of Christian Science in its proper signification will perform
the sudden cures of which it is capable; but this can be done only by taking up the cross and
following Christ in the daily life.
14.

14 : 12-22

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither
in nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in
sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is
controlled by spiritual Life, Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: "He
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; … because I go unto my Father," —
[because the Ego is absent from the body, and present with Truth and Love.]
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUBJECT—ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL?
GOLDEN TEXT: JOHN 1 : 1, 3

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God. All things were
made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 51 : 1
Psalm 55 : 1, 16-18
Psalm 65 : 1, 2

1.

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

1.

Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication.

16.

As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me.

17.

Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my
voice.

18.

He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that was against me: for there were
many with me.

1.

Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed.

2.

O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 5 : 1-3

1

Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation.

2

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray.

3

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer
unto thee, and will look up.

2.

James 5 : 13-16

13

Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.

14

Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

15

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

16

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

3.

Mark 1 : 1, 40-42

1

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;

40

And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying
unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

41

And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto
him, I will; be thou clean.

42

And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was
cleansed.
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4.

Mark 11 : 11-14, 20-24

11

And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round
about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the
twelve.

12

And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry:

13

And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing
thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not
yet.

14

And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his
disciples heard it.

20

And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.

21

And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou
cursedst is withered away.

22

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.

23

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed,
and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.

24

Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them.

5.

Luke 7 : 11-16

11

And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his
disciples went with him, and much people.

12

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out,
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with
her.

13

And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.
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14

And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young
man, I say unto thee, Arise.

15

And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

16

And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen
up among us; and, That God hath visited his people.

6.

Luke 15 : 1-7

1

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.

2

And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth
with them.

3

And he spake this parable unto them, saying,

4

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

5

And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6

And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto
them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

7

I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more
than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

7.

Luke 11 : 1-4, 9, 10

1

And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his
disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.

2

And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

3

Give us day by day our daily bread.

4

And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us
not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
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9

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you.

10

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened.

8.

Luke 9 : 1, 2, 6

1

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all
devils, and to cure diseases.

2

And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

6

And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every
where.

Science and Health
1.

480 : 26-2

The Bible declares: "All things were made by Him [the divine Word]; and without Him was not
anything made that was made." This is the eternal verity of divine Science. If sin, sickness, and
death were understood as nothingness, they would disappear. As vapor melts before the sun, so
evil would vanish before the reality of good. One must hide the other. How important, then, to
choose good as the reality!
2.

474 : 16-23

If sin, sickness, and death are as real as Life, Truth, and Love, then they must all be from the
same source; God must be their author. Now Jesus came to destroy sin, sickness, and death; yet
the Scriptures aver, "I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil." Is it possible, then, to believe that
the evils which Jesus lived to destroy are real or the offspring of the divine will?
3.

473 : 18-3

In an age of ecclesiastical despotism, Jesus introduced the teaching and practice of Christianity,
affording the proof of Christianity's truth and love; but to reach his example and to test its
unerring Science according to his rule, healing sickness, sin, and death, a better understanding of
God as divine Principle, Love, rather than personality or the man Jesus, is required.
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Jesus established what he said by demonstration, thus making his acts of higher importance than
his words. He proved what he taught. This is the Science of Christianity. Jesus proved the
Principle, which heals the sick and casts out error, to be divine. Few, however, except his
students understood in the least his teachings and their glorious proofs, — namely, that Life,
Truth, and Love (the Principle of this unacknowledged Science) destroy all error, evil, disease,
and death.
4.

1 : 1-9

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things are
possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love. Regardless of what
another may say or think on this subject, I speak from experience. Prayer, watching, and
working, combined with self-immolation, are God's gracious means for accomplishing whatever
has been successfully done for the Christianization and health of mankind.
5.

2 : 15-22

Prayer cannot change the Science of being, but it tends to bring us into harmony with it.
Goodness attains the demonstration of Truth. A request that God will save us is not all that is
required. The mere habit of pleading with the divine Mind, as one pleads with a human being,
perpetuates the belief in God as humanly circumscribed, — an error which impedes spiritual
growth.
6.

4 : 3-5, 18 (the)-22, 27-30

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience,
meekness, love, and good deeds.
…the longing to be better and holier, expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to
assimilate more of the divine character, will mould and fashion us anew, until we awake in His
likeness.
Audible prayer can never do the works of spiritual understanding, which regenerates; but silent
prayer, watchfulness, and devout obedience enable us to follow Jesus' example.
7.

5 : 22-32

Prayer is not to be used as a confessional to cancel sin. Such an error would impede true
religion. Sin is forgiven only as it is destroyed by Christ, — Truth and Life. If prayer nourishes
the belief that sin is cancelled, and that man is made better merely by praying, prayer is an evil.
He grows worse who continues in sin because he fancies himself forgiven.
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An apostle says that the Son of God [Christ] came to "destroy the works of the devil." We
should follow our divine Exemplar, and seek the destruction of all evil works, error and disease
included.
8.

418 : 12-15, 26-7

It must be clear to you that sickness is no more the reality of being than is sin. This mortal
dream of sickness, sin, and death should cease through Christian Science.
Include moral as well as physical belief in your efforts to destroy error. Cast out all manner of
evil. "Preach the gospel to every creature." Speak the truth to every form of error. Tumors,
ulcers, tubercles, inflammation, pain, deformed joints, are waking dream-shadows, dark images
of mortal thought, which flee before the light of Truth.
A moral question may hinder the recovery of the sick. Lurking error, lust, envy, revenge, malice,
or hate will perpetuate or even create the belief in disease. Errors of all sorts tend in this
direction. Your true course is to destroy the foe, and leave the field to God, Life, Truth, and
Love, remembering that God and His ideas alone are real and harmonious.
9.

475 : 7-9, 28 (Man)-31

The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of God.
Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. The real man cannot depart from holiness, nor can
God, by whom man is evolved, engender the capacity or freedom to sin.
10.

421 : 15-18 (to 2nd .)

Insist vehemently on the great fact which covers the whole ground, that God, Spirit, is all, and
that there is none beside Him. There is no disease.
11.

427 : 13-16, 22-2

Death is but another phase of the dream that existence can be material. Nothing can interfere
with the harmony of being nor end the existence of man in Science. …God, Life, Truth, and
Love make man undying. Immortal Mind, governing all, must be acknowledged as supreme in
the physical realm, so-called, as well as in the spiritual.
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Called to the bed of death, what material remedy has man when all such remedies have failed?
Spirit is his last resort, but it should have been his first and only resort. The dream of death must
be mastered by Mind here or hereafter. Thought will waken from its own material declaration, "I
am dead," to catch this trumpet-word of Truth, "There is no death, no inaction, diseased action,
overaction, nor reaction."
12.

472 : 6-11

God has set His signet upon Science, making it coordinate with all that is real and only with that
which is harmonious and eternal. Sickness, sin, and death, being inharmonious, do not originate
in God nor belong to His government. His law, rightly understood, destroys them.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUBJECT—DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT
GOLDEN TEXT: ROMANS 5 : 11

“We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom we have now received the atonement.”

RESPONSIVE READING: II Corinthians 5 : 17-20
Romans 8 : 14-17
17.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.

18.

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath
given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19.

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20.

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.

14.

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

15.

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

16.

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

17.

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Hosea 1 : 1 (to 1st ,)

1

The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea,

2.

Hosea 2 : 19 (I), 20, 23 (and I will have)

19

…I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness,
and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.

20

I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.

23

…and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them
which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God.

3.

Psalm 143 : 1 (to 2nd ,), 8, 10, 11

1

Hear my prayer, O LORD,

8

Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to
know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.

10

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of
uprightness.

11

Quicken me, O LORD, for thy name’s sake: for thy righteousness’ sake bring my soul out
of trouble.

4.

Psalm 17 : 15

15

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
thy likeness.

5.

Matthew 4 : 17 (Jesus) (to 1st ,)

17

…Jesus began to preach,

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018
SUBJECT: DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT

Page 3

6.

Matthew 5 : 1, 2, 8, 16-18

1

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him:

2

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

8

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

16

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.

17

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil.

18

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

7.

John 8 : 28, 29

28

Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know
that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak
these things.

29

And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those
things that please him.

8.

John 10 : 23-30

23

And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch.

24

Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.

25

Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s
name, they bear witness of me.

26

But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.

27

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
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28

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand.

29

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father’s hand.

30

I and my Father are one.

9.

John 14 : 8-12

8

Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

9

Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the
Father?

10

Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak
unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

11

Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very
works’ sake.

12

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

10.

John 17 : 1, 2, 4-9, 20-22, 26

1

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

2

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him.

4

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

5

And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was.

6

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018
SUBJECT: DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT

Page 5

7

Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.

8

For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received
them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou
didst send me.

9

I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they
are thine.

20

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word;

21

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

22

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one:

26

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

Science and Health
1.

18 : 1-5, 13-14 (to ;)

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth,
Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and
for this we owe him endless homage.
The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man;
2.

19 : 6-11, 29-1

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle
of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and
death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.
Jesus urged the commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me," which may be rendered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal; thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life,
— even God, good.
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26 : 10-18, 21-23

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: "I am the way, the truth,
and the life;" "I and my Father are one." This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine
nature, the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority
over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove
what God is and what He does for man.
Jesus' teaching and practice of Truth involved such a sacrifice as makes us admit its Principle to
be Love.
4.

27 : 17-21

Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of Science at
the root of material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false doctrine of
pantheism, — that God, or Life, is in or of matter.
5.

333 : 19-31

Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual
idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some measure of power and grace to all
prepared to receive Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and the prophets caught glorious
glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these seers in the divine nature, the essence
of Love. The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will be inseparable from the divine
Principle, God. Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity thus: "Before Abraham was, I
am;" "I and my Father are one;" "My Father is greater than I." The one Spirit includes all
identities.
6.

20 : 14-23, 27-32

Jesus bore our infirmities; he knew the error of mortal belief, and "with his stripes [the rejection
of error] we are healed." "Despised and rejected of men," returning blessing for cursing, he
taught mortals the opposite of themselves, even the nature of God; and when error felt the power
of Truth, the scourge and the cross awaited the great Teacher. Yet he swerved not, well knowing
that to obey the divine order and trust God, saves retracing and traversing anew the path from
sin to holiness.
St. Paul wrote, "Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let
us run with patience the race that is set before us;" that is, let us put aside material self and
sense, and seek the divine Principle and Science of all healing.
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202 : 3-5

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and
God's will must be universally done.
8.

138 : 27-2

Our Master said to every follower: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature! … Heal the sick! … Love thy neighbor as thyself!" It was this theology of Jesus which
healed the sick and the sinning. It is his theology in this book and the spiritual meaning of this
theology, which heals the sick and causes the wicked to "forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts."
9.

467 : 9-16

It should be thoroughly understood that all men have one Mind, one God and Father, one Life,
Truth, and Love. Mankind will become perfect in proportion as this fact becomes apparent, war
will cease and the true brotherhood of man will be established. Having no other gods, turning to
no other but the one perfect Mind to guide him, man is the likeness of God, pure and eternal,
having that Mind which was also in Christ.
10.

22 : 11-22

"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh
with you. "Occupy till I come!" Wait for your reward, and "be not weary in well doing." If your
endeavors are beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor
become a sluggard in the race.
When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive
according to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means
that we shall be tried and purified.
11.

45 : 16-21

Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the
door of human hope and faith, and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath
elevated them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle,
Love.
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21 : 1-5, 9-14

If Truth is overcoming error in your daily walk and conversation, you can finally say, "I have
fought a good fight … I have kept the faith," because you are a better man. This is having our
part in the at-one-ment with Truth and Love.
If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns away from
material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in
earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the right direction, till at last he finishes his
course with joy.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 31 : 14, 15

“O LORD: Thou art my God. My times are in thy hand.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Proverbs 16 : 2, 25, 17
Revelation 22 : 14
Psalm 119 : 1, 2, 10, 15

2.

All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.

25.

There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

17.

The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his
soul.

14.

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city.

1.

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.

2.

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.

10.

With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.

15.

I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 23 : 1-6

1

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

4

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD for ever.

2.

Matthew 4 : 23

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

3.

Matthew 5 : 1, 2, 18 (verily), 20

1

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him:

2

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

18

…verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

20

For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
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4.

Luke 16 : 10-15, 19-26

10

He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the
least is unjust also in much.

11

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to
your trust the true riches?

12

And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall give you that
which is your own?

13

No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

14

And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.

15

And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God
knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the
sight of God.

19

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared
sumptuously every day:

20

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

21

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover
the dogs came and licked his sores.

22

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

23

And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in his bosom.

24

And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this
flame.
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25

But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

26

And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which
would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from
thence.

5.

Luke 7 : 11-16

11

And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his
disciples went with him, and much people.

12

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out,
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with
her.

13

And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

14

And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young
man, I say unto thee, Arise.

15

And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

16

And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen
up among us; and, That God hath visited his people.

6.

John 4 : 48 (to Jesus)

48

Then said Jesus…

7.

John 5 : 24

24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life.

8.

Revelation 1 : 1 (to 2nd ,)

1

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him,
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9.

Revelation 2 : 7

7

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of
God.

10.

Revelation 22 : 1-5

1

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.

2

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life,
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations.

3

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it;
and his servants shall serve him:

4

And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.

5

And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for
the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

Science and Health
1.

428 : 3 only

Life is real, and death is the illusion.
2.

430 : 2-3, 7-9

Jesus demonstrated this, healing the dying and raising the dead.
When man gives up his belief in death, he will advance more rapidly towards God, Life, and
Love.
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79 : 5-6

Thousands of instances could be cited of health restored by changing the patient's thoughts
regarding death.
4.

428 : 30-6

The author has healed hopeless organic disease, and raised the dying to life and health through
the understanding of God as the only Life. It is a sin to believe that aught can overpower
omnipotent and eternal Life, and this Life must be brought to light by the understanding that
there is no death, as well as by other graces of Spirit. We must begin, however, with the more
simple demonstrations of control, and the sooner we begin the better.
5.

426 : 8-29

When the destination is desirable, expectation speeds our progress. The struggle for Truth makes
one strong instead of weak, resting instead of wearying one. If the belief in death were
obliterated, and the understanding obtained that there is no death, this would be a "tree of life,"
known by its fruits. Man should renew his energies and endeavors, and see the folly of
hypocrisy, while also learning the necessity of working out his own salvation. When it is learned
that disease cannot destroy life, and that mortals are not saved from sin or sickness by death, this
understanding will quicken into newness of life. It will master either a desire to die or a dread of
the grave, and thus destroy the great fear that besets mortal existence.
The relinquishment of all faith in death and also of the fear of its sting would raise the standard
of health and morals far beyond its present elevation, and would enable us to hold the banner of
Christianity aloft with unflinching faith in God, in Life eternal. Sin brought death, and death will
disappear with the disappearance of sin.
6.

79 : 9-11

Science must go over the whole ground, and dig up every seed of error's sowing.
7.

203 : 17-2

We are prone to believe either in more than one Supreme Ruler or in some power less than God.
We imagine that Mind can be imprisoned in a sensuous body. When the material body has gone
to ruin, when evil has overtaxed the belief of life in matter and destroyed it, then mortals believe
that the deathless Principle, or Soul, escapes from matter and lives on; but this is not true. Death
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is not a stepping-stone to Life, immortality, and bliss. The so-called sinner is a suicide. Sin kills
the sinner and will continue to kill him so long as he sins. The foam and fury of illegitimate
living and of fearful and doleful dying should disappear on the shore of time; then the waves of
sin, sorrow, and death beat in vain.
God, divine good, does not kill a man in order to give him eternal Life, for God alone is man's
life. God is at once the centre and circumference of being. It is evil that dies; good dies not.
8.

290 : 16-22

If the change called death destroyed the belief in sin, sickness, and death, happiness would be
won at the moment of dissolution, and be forever permanent; but this is not so. Perfection is
gained only by perfection. They who are unrighteous shall be unrighteous still, until in divine
Science Christ, Truth, removes all ignorance and sin.
9.

291 : 1-5, 9-31

The suppositions that sin is pardoned while unforsaken, that happiness can be genuine in the
midst of sin, that the so-called death of the body frees from sin, and that God's pardon is aught
but the destruction of sin, — these are grave mistakes. …Mortals need not fancy that belief in
the experience of death will awaken them to glorified being.
Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them.
Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are
harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of
his own, but in possession of "the mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says.
"In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be." So we read in Ecclesiastes. This text has
been transformed into the popular proverb, "As the tree falls, so it must lie." As man falleth
asleep, so shall he awake. As death findeth mortal man, so shall he be after death, until
probation and growth shall effect the needed change. Mind never becomes dust. No resurrection from the grave awaits Mind or Life, for the grave has no power over either.
No final judgment awaits mortals, for the judgment-day of wisdom comes hourly and
continually, even the judgment by which mortal man is divested of all material error.
10.

76 : 18-31

Suffering, sinning, dying beliefs are unreal. When divine Science is universally understood, they
will have no power over man, for man is immortal and lives by divine authority.
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The sinless joy, — the perfect harmony and immortality of Life, possessing unlimited divine
beauty and goodness without a single bodily pleasure or pain, — constitutes the only veritable,
indestructible man, whose being is spiritual. This state of existence is scientific and intact, — a
perfection discernible only by those who have the final understanding of Christ in divine
Science. Death can never hasten this state of existence, for death must be overcome, not
submitted to, before immortality appears.
11.

425 : 24-28

Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. You will never
fear again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any portion of the body
can destroy you.
12.

427 : 30-2

Thought will waken from its own material declaration, "I am dead," to catch this trumpet-word
of Truth, "There is no death, no inaction, diseased action, overaction, nor reaction."
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUBJECT—EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT
GOLDEN TEXT: ACTS 2 : 38

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Job 22 : 21-23, 26-28

21.

Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.

22.

Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart.

23.

If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity far
from thy tabernacles.

26.

For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God.

27.

Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows.

28.

Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall
shine upon thy ways.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Numbers 14 : 18 (to 4th ,)

18

The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and
by no means clearing the guilty,

2.

II Chronicles 6 : 1 (to ,), 14 (O LORD), 23-25

1

Then said Solomon,

14

…O LORD God of Israel, there is no God like thee in the heaven, nor in the earth; which
keepest covenant, and shewest mercy unto thy servants, that walk before thee with all
their hearts:

23

Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, by requiting the wicked, by
recompensing his way upon his own head; and by justifying the righteous, by giving him
according to his righteousness.

24

And if thy people Israel be put to the worse before the enemy, because they have sinned
against thee; and shall return and confess thy name, and pray and make supplication
before thee in this house;

25

Then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them
again unto the land which thou gavest to them and to their fathers.

3.

Luke 4 : 1 (to 1st ,)

1

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,

4.

Luke 7 : 36-50

36

And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.

37

And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,
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38

And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the
ointment.

39

Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying,
This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this
is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

40

And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he
saith, Master, say on.

41

There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence,
and the other fifty.

42

And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore,
which of them will love him most?

43

Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto
him, Thou hast rightly judged.

44

And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears,
and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

45

Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss
my feet.

46

My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with
ointment.

47

Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much:
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

48

And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49

And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that
forgiveth sins also?

50

And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
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5.

Luke 17 : 1 (to 1st ,), 3, 4

1

Then said he unto the disciples,

3

Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he
repent, forgive him.

4

And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again
to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.

6.

Hebrews 10 : 16, 17, 22-24, 30, 35, 36, 38, 39

16

This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put
my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;

17

And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

22

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

23

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;)

24

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

30

For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith
the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.

35

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.

36

For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive
the promise.

38

Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure
in him.

39

But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the
saving of the soul.
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Science and Health
1.

35 : 30 only

The design of Love is to reform the sinner.
2.

465 : 14-15

The attributes of God are justice, mercy, wisdom, goodness, and so on.
3.

304 : 14-21

The perfect man — governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal.
Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it. Divine Principle is
the Life of man. Man's happiness is not, therefore, at the disposal of physical sense. Truth is not
contaminated by error. Harmony in man is as beautiful as in music, and discord is unnatural,
unreal.
4.

337 : 7-10

For true happiness, man must harmonize with his Principle, divine Love; the Son must be in
accord with the Father, in conformity with Christ.
5.

356 : 25 (Does divine)-27

Does divine Love commit a fraud on humanity by making man inclined to sin, and then
punishing him for it?
6.

357 : 1-6

In common justice, we must admit that God will not punish man for doing what He created man
capable of doing, and knew from the outset that man would do. God is "of purer eyes than to
behold evil." We sustain Truth, not by accepting, but by rejecting a lie.
7.

362 : 1-3 (to 1st ,), 6-7

It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a
certain Pharisee, …A "strange woman" came in.
8.

363 : 1-2 (to 1st ,), 3-23

She bore an alabaster jar containing costly and fragrant oil, …Breaking the sealed jar, she
perfumed Jesus' feet with the oil, wiping them with her long hair, which hung loosely about her
shoulders, as was customary with women of her grade.
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Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her compassionately.
Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts, especially his
host, — that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect
the woman's immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a
short story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who
were released from their obligations by their common creditor. "Which of them will love him
most?" was the Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, "He to whom he
forgave most." Jesus approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it
with that remarkable declaration to the woman, "Thy sins are forgiven."
9.

364 : 3-7

Her reverence was unfeigned, and it was manifested towards one who was soon, though they
knew it not, to lay down his mortal existence in behalf of all sinners, that through his word and
works they might be redeemed from sensuality and sin.
10.

315 : 16-20

The likeness of God we lose sight of through sin, which beclouds the spiritual sense of Truth;
and we realize this likeness only when we subdue sin and prove man's heritage, the liberty of the
sons of God.
11.

260 : 31-7

If we look to the body for pleasure, we find pain; for Life, we find death; for Truth, we find
error; for Spirit, we find its opposite, matter. Now reverse this action. Look away from the body
into Truth and Love, the Principle of all happiness, harmony, and immortality. Hold thought
steadfastly to the enduring, the good, and the true, and you will bring these into your experience
proportionably to their occupancy of your thoughts.
12.

40 : 8-15

Divine Science adjusts the balance as Jesus adjusted it. Science removes the penalty only by first
removing the sin which incurs the penalty. This is my sense of divine pardon, which I
understand to mean God's method of destroying sin. If the saying is true, "While there's life
there's hope," its opposite is also true, While there's sin there's doom. Another's suffering cannot
lessen our own liability.
13.

329 : 21-31

There is no hypocrisy in Science. Principle is imperative. You cannot mock it by human will.
Science is a divine demand, not a human. Always right, its divine Principle never repents, but
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018
SUBJECT: EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT

Page 7

maintains the claim of Truth by quenching error. The pardon of divine mercy is the destruction
of error. If men understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle
for recourse to the spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is
plunged, the more intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth.
14.

407 : 6-16

Man's enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness, envy, hatred, and
revenge — is conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every hour of delay makes the struggle
more severe. If man is not victorious over the passions, they crush out happiness, health, and
manhood. Here Christian Science is the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the weakness of
mortal mind, — strength from the immortal and omnipotent Mind, — and lifting humanity
above itself into purer desires, even into spiritual power and good-will to man.
15.

253 : 9-17, 25-31

I hope, dear reader, I am leading you into the understanding of your divine rights, your heavenbestowed harmony, — that, as you read, you see there is no cause (outside of erring, mortal,
material sense which is not power) able to make you sick or sinful; and I hope that you are
conquering this false sense. Knowing the falsity of so-called material sense, you can assert your
prerogative to overcome the belief in sin, disease, or death.
Do not believe in any supposed necessity for sin, disease, or death, knowing (as you ought to
know) that God never requires obedience to a so-called material law, for no such law exists. The
belief in sin and death is destroyed by the law of God, which is the law of Life instead of death,
of harmony instead of discord, of Spirit instead of the flesh.
16.

22 : 3-10

Vibrating like a pendulum between sin and the hope of forgiveness, — selfishness and
sensuality causing constant retrogression, — our moral progress will be slow. Waking to Christ's
demand, mortals experience suffering. This causes them, even as drowning men, to make
vigorous efforts to save themselves; and through Christ's precious love these efforts are crowned
with success.
17.

23 : 10 (eventually)-11

…eventually both sin and suffering will fall at the feet of everlasting Love.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018
SUBJECT: EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT

Page 8

THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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