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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—REALITY 
 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PSALM 119 : 18 

 

  
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 

wondrous things out of thy law.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Luke 21 : 10, 11, 18, 19, 25-28, 33 

 

 

10.  Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 

 

11.  And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful 

sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. 

 

18.  But there shall not an hair of your head perish. 

 

19.  In your patience possess ye your souls. 

 

25.  And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 

distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 

 

26.  Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on 

the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

 

27.  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

 

28.  And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 

your redemption draweth nigh. 

 

33.  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Job 42 : 5 
 
5   I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 
 

2.  Genesis 1 : 1, 3, 14, 15, 26 (to :), 27, 28 (to 1st ,) 
 
1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
 

3  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
 
14  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from 

the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:  
 
15  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and 

it was so. 
 
26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:  
 
27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 

female created he them.  
 
28  And God blessed them,  
 

3.  Genesis 2 : 6 
 
6  But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. 
 

4.  Matthew 16 : 13-17 
 
13  When Jesus came into the coasts of Cæsarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, 

Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  
 

14  And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, 

or one of the prophets.  
 
15  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  
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16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  
 
17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and 

blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
 

5.  Matthew 13 : 3 (to 1st ,) 
 
3  And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
 
6.  Luke 15 : 11-24 
 
11  And he said, A certain man had two sons:  
 
12  And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that 

falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.  
 
13  And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into 

a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.  
 
14  And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be 

in want.  
 
15  And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his 

fields to feed swine.  
 
16  And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man 

gave unto him.  
 
17  And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have 

bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  
 
18  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven, and before thee,  
 
19  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  
 

20  And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 

him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.  
 
21  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am 

no more worthy to be called thy son.  
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22  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a 

ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:  
 
23  And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  
 
24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to 

be merry. 
 
7.  Matthew 13 : 10, 11 (to 1st ,), 12, 13, 15 
 
10  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?  
 
11  He answered and said unto them,  
 
12  For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but 

whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.  
 
13  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear 

not, neither do they understand. 
 
15  For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 

they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 

ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal 

them. 
 
8.  John 12 : 44-46 
 
44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent 

me.  
 
45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.  
 
46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in 

darkness. 
 
9.  I Thessalonians 5 : 5-9 

 
5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 

darkness.  

 
6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  
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7  For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  
 
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and 

for an helmet, the hope of salvation.  
 
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

10.  I Corinthians 13 : 12 
 
12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 

then shall I know even as also I am known. 
 
11.  Romans 12 : 2 
 
2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 
 

Science and Health 

 

1.  503 : 20-25 
 
Immortal and divine Mind presents the idea of God: first, in light; second, in reflection; third, in 

spiritual and immortal forms of beauty and goodness. But this Mind creates no element nor 

symbol of discord and decay. God creates neither erring thought, mortal life, mutable truth, nor 

variable love. 
 

2.  472 : 24 (All)-26 
 
All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good, 

and He makes all that is made. 
 

3.  586 : 15-17 
 
FIRMAMENT. Spiritual understanding; the scientific line of demarcation between Truth and error, 

between Spirit and so-called matter. 
 

4.  523 : 7-13 
 
The creations of matter arise from a mist or false claim, or from mystification, and not from the 

firmament, or understanding, which God erects between the true and false. In error everything 

comes from beneath, not from above. All is material myth, instead of the reflection of Spirit. 
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5.  586 : 3-6 

 

EYES. Spiritual discernment, — not material but mental.  

Jesus said, thinking of the outward vision, "Having eyes, see ye not?" (Mark viii. 18.) 

 

6.  505 : 16-17, 20-22, 26-2 

 

Spirit imparts the understanding which uplifts consciousness and leads into all truth. …Spiritual 

sense is the discernment of spiritual good. Understanding is the line of demarcation between the 

real and unreal. 

 

This understanding is not intellectual, is not the result of scholarly attainments; it is the reality of 

all things brought to light. God's ideas reflect the immortal, unerring, and infinite. The mortal, 

erring, and finite are human beliefs, which apportion to themselves a task impossible for them, 

that of distinguishing between the false and the true. 

 

7.  262 : 17-23 

 

Job said: "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee." Mortals 

will echo Job's thought, when the supposed pain and pleasure of matter cease to predominate. 

They will then drop the false estimate of life and happiness, of joy and sorrow, and attain the 

bliss of loving unselfishly, working patiently, and conquering all that is unlike God. 

 

8.  40 : 31-7 

 

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the 

anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has 

passed before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of 

the righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart 

from material sense into the spiritual sense of being. 

 

9.  322 : 26-9 

 

The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our 

disappointments and ceaseless woes, turn us like tired children to the arms of divine Love. Then 

we begin to learn Life in divine Science. Without this process of weaning, "Canst thou by 

searching find out God?" It is easier to desire Truth than to rid one's self of error. Mortals may 

seek the understanding of Christian Science, but they will not be able to glean from Christian 

Science the facts of being without striving for them. This strife consists in the endeavor to 

forsake error of every kind and to possess no other consciousness but good. 
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Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards 

righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. 

 

10.  329 : 26 (If)-31 

 

 If men understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for 

recourse to the spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is 

plunged, the more intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth. 

 

11.  575 : 13 (Spiritual)-16 

 

Spiritual teaching must always be by symbols. Did not Jesus illustrate the truths he taught by the 

mustard-seed and the prodigal? 

 

12.  350 : 16-18 

 

The Master often refused to explain his words, because it was difficult in a material age to 

apprehend spiritual Truth. 

 

13.  95 : 28-3 

 

Lulled by stupefying illusions, the world is asleep in the cradle of infancy, dreaming away the 

hours. Material sense does not unfold the facts of existence; but spiritual sense lifts human  

consciousness into eternal Truth. Humanity advances slowly out of sinning sense into spiritual 

understanding; unwillingness to learn all things rightly, binds Christendom with chains.  

 

14.  350 : 24 (“The)-30 

 

"The Word was made flesh." Divine Truth must be known by its effects on the body as well as 

on the mind, before the Science of being can be demonstrated. Hence its embodiment in the 

incarnate Jesus, — that life-link forming the connection through which the real reaches the 

unreal, Soul rebukes sense, and Truth destroys error. 

 

15.  322 : 3-7 

 

When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a 

spiritual basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall 

perceive Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle. 
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16.  461 : 11-15 

 

Only by the illumination of the spiritual sense, can the light of understanding be thrown upon 

this Science, because Science reverses the evidence before the material senses and furnishes the 

eternal interpretation of God and man.  

 

17.  264 : 13-24, 28-31 

 

As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of creation, which 

before were invisible, will become visible. When we realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of 

matter, this understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all in God, good, and 

needing no other consciousness. 

 

Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the microscope 

of Spirit. Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were overcome by Jesus, who 

proved them to be forms of error. 

 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall 

behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


