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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 3, 2017

SUBJECT—MAN
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 71 : 16

“I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD: I will
make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 18 : 32, 33, 36, 28-30

32.

It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.

33.

He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon my high places.

36.

Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip.

28.

For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.

29.

For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.

30.

As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those
that trust in him.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Philippians 4 : 13

13

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

2.

Jeremiah 1 : 1 (to 1st ,), 4-12, 17-19

1

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah,

4

Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

5

Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the
womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

6

Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.

7

But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send
thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.

8

Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD.

9

Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me,
Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.

10

See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.

11

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I
said, I see a rod of an almond tree.

12

Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform
it.

17

Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee:
be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.
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18

For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen
walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof,
against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.

19

And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with
thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

3.

Joel 3 : 9, 10

9

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the
men of war draw near; let them come up:

10

Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say,
I am strong.

4.

Luke 4 : 14, 15, 33-37, 40, 41

14

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of
him through all the region round about.

15

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

33

And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried
out with a loud voice,

34

Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou
come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

35

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the
devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not.

36

And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for
with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.

37

And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about.

40

Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought
them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them.

41

And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of
God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2017
SUBJECT: MAN

Page 4

5.

Matthew 19 : 16, 17 (to :)

16

And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I
may have eternal life?

17

And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is,
God:

6.

John 5 : 19 (Verily), 20

19

…Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the
Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.

20

For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will
shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.

7.

II Corinthians 1 : 1 (to 2nd ,)

1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,

8.

II Corinthians 12 : 7 (there)-10

7

…there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I
should be exalted above measure.

8

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.

10

Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

9.

Jeremiah 9 : 23, 24

23

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:
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But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am
the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things I delight, saith the LORD.

Science and Health
1.

475 : 5-22

Question. — What is man?
Answer. — Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and other material
elements. The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of God. Matter
is not that likeness. The likeness of Spirit cannot be so unlike Spirit. Man is spiritual and perfect;
and because he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in Christian Science. Man is
idea, the image, of Love; he is not physique. He is the compound idea of God, including all right
ideas; the generic term for all that reflects God's image and likeness; the conscious identity of
being as found in Science, in which man is the reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore is
eternal; that which has no separate mind from God; that which has not a single quality underived
from Deity; that which possesses no life, intelligence, nor creative power of his own, but reflects
spiritually all that belongs to his Maker.
2.

515 : 25-4

Your mirrored reflection is your own image or likeness. If you lift a weight, your reflection does
this also. If you speak, the lips of this likeness move in accord with yours. Now compare man
before the mirror to his divine Principle, God. Call the mirror divine Science, and call man the
reflection. Then note how true, according to Christian Science, is the reflection to its original.
As the reflection of yourself appears in the mirror, so you, being spiritual, are the reflection of
God.
3.

126 : 5 (mortality)-14

…mortality will cease when man beholds himself God's reflection, even as man sees his
reflection in a glass.
All Science is divine. Human thought never projected the least portion of true being. Human
belief has sought and interpreted in its own way the echo of Spirit, and so seems to have
reversed it and repeated it materially; but the human mind never produced a real tone nor sent
forth a positive sound.
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275 : 17-19

No wisdom is wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is Life but the
divine; no good is, but the good God bestows.
5.

25 : 13-16

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine
Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death.
6.

136 : 5-6

He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate from God.
7.

138 : 9-13

On this spiritually scientific basis Jesus explained his cures, which appeared miraculous to
outsiders. He showed that diseases were cast out neither by corporeality, by materia medica, nor
by hygiene, but by the divine Spirit, casting out the errors of mortal mind.
8.

588 : 11-12 (to ;), 15-19

There is but one I, or Us, but one divine Principle, or Mind, governing all existence; …All the
objects of God's creation reflect one Mind, and whatever reflects not this one Mind, is false and
erroneous, even the belief that life, substance, and intelligence are both mental and material.
9.

165 : 16-7

You say that indigestion, fatigue, sleeplessness, cause distressed stomachs and aching heads.
Then you consult your brain in order to remember what has hurt you, when your remedy lies in
forgetting the whole thing; for matter has no sensation of its own, and the human mind is all that
can produce pain.
As a man thinketh, so is he. Mind is all that feels, acts, or impedes action. Ignorant of this, or
shrinking from its implied responsibility, the healing effort is made on the wrong side, and thus
the conscious control over the body is lost.
10.

217 : 15-8

That scientific methods are superior to others, is seen by their effects. When you have once
conquered a diseased condition of the body through Mind, that condition never recurs, and you
have won a point in Science. When mentality gives rest to the body, the next toil will fatigue
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you less, for you are working out the problem of being in divine metaphysics; and in proportion
as you understand the control which Mind has over so-called matter, you will be able to
demonstrate this control. The scientific and permanent remedy for fatigue is to learn the power
of Mind over the body or any illusion of physical weariness, and so destroy this illusion, for
matter cannot be weary and heavy-laden.
You say, "Toil fatigues me." But what is this me? Is it muscle or mind? Which is tired and so
speaks? Without mind, could the muscles be tired? Do the muscles talk, or do you talk for them?
Matter is non-intelligent. Mortal mind does the false talking, and that which affirms weariness,
made that weariness.
You do not say a wheel is fatigued; and yet the body is as material as the wheel. If it were not
for what the human mind says of the body, the body, like the inanimate wheel, would never be
weary. The consciousness of Truth rests us more than hours of repose in unconsciousness.
11.

219 : 7-21

No more can we say in Science that muscles give strength, that nerves give pain or pleasure, or
that matter governs, and then expect that the result will be harmony. Not muscles, nerves, nor
bones, but mortal mind makes the whole body "sick, and the whole heart faint;" whereas divine
Mind heals.
When this is understood, we shall never affirm concerning the body what we do not wish to
have manifested. We shall not call the body weak, if we would have it strong; for the belief in
feebleness must obtain in the human mind before it can be made manifest on the body, and the
destruction of the belief will be the removal of its effects. Science includes no rule of discord,
but governs harmoniously.
12.

171 : 4-11

Through discernment of the spiritual opposite of materiality, even the way through Christ, Truth,
man will reopen with the key of divine Science the gates of Paradise which human beliefs have
closed, and will find himself unfallen, upright, pure, and free, not needing to consult almanacs
for the probabilities either of his life or of the weather, not needing to study brainology to learn
how much of a man he is.
13.

471 : 17-18

Man is, and forever has been, God's reflection.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUBJECT—SUBSTANCE
GOLDEN TEXT: PROVERBS 3 : 9

“Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with
the firstfruits of all thine increase.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 67 : 1, 2, 5, 6
Micah 4 : 13

1.

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us;

2.

That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations.

5.

Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee.

6.

Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us.

13.

And I will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of the
whole earth.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

II Kings 25 : 30

30

And his allowance was a continual allowance given him of the king, a daily rate for every
day, all the days of his life.

2.

Psalm 24 : 1-5

1

The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.

2

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.

3

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?

4

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully.

5

He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his
salvation.

3.

Matthew 23 : 1 (to Jesus)

1

Then spake Jesus…

4.

Matthew 25 : 14-26 (to 2nd ,), 28, 29

14

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own
servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

15

And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man
according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

16

Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and
made them other five talents.

17

And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.
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18

But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

19

After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.

20

And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord,
thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents
more.

21

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord.

22

He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two
talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23

His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

24

Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art
an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not
strawed:

25

And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that
is thine.

26

His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant,

28

Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

29

For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him
that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

5.

Malachi 3 : 6 (to ;), 7-10

6

For I am the LORD, I change not;

7

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not
kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye
said, Wherein shall we return?
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8

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?
In tithes and offerings.

9

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

6.

Luke 9 : 58 (to said)

58

And Jesus said…

7.

Luke 12 : 22 (unto his), 23, 29-34

22

…unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

23

The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

29

And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.

30

For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that
ye have need of these things.

31

But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.

32

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

33

Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in
the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.

34

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

8.

Luke 6 : 38

38

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together,
and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye
mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
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9.

II Corinthians 9 : 6 (this)-11

6

…this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

8

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

9

(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness
remaineth for ever.

10

Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

11

Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving
to God.

Science and Health
1.

468 : 17 (Substance)-24

Substance is that which is eternal and incapable of discord and decay. Truth, Life, and Love are
substance, as the Scriptures use this word in Hebrews: "The substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen." Spirit, the synonym of Mind, Soul, or God, is the only real
substance. The spiritual universe, including individual man, is a compound idea, reflecting the
divine substance of Spirit.
2.

288 : 27-28

Science reveals the glorious possibilities of immortal man, forever unlimited by the mortal
senses.
3.

3 : 12-26 (to 2nd .)

The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and likeness of the
patient, tender, and true, the One "altogether lovely;" but to understand God is the work of
eternity, and demands absolute consecration of thought, energy, and desire.
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How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit theoretically that God is good, omnipotent,
omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give information to this infinite Mind. We plead for
unmerited pardon and for a liberal outpouring of benefactions. Are we really grateful for the
good already received? Then we shall avail ourselves of the blessings we have, and thus be
fitted to receive more. Gratitude is much more than a verbal expression of thanks. Action
expresses more gratitude than speech.
4.

301 : 5-23

Few persons comprehend what Christian Science means by the word reflection. To himself,
mortal and material man seems to be substance, but his sense of substance involves error and
therefore is material, temporal.
On the other hand, the immortal, spiritual man is really substantial, and reflects the eternal
substance, or Spirit, which mortals hope for. He reflects the divine, which constitutes the only
real and eternal entity. This reflection seems to mortal sense transcendental, because the spiritual
man's substantiality transcends mortal vision and is revealed only through divine Science.
As God is substance and man is the divine image and likeness, man should wish for, and in
reality has, only the substance of good, the substance of Spirit, not matter. The belief that man
has any other substance, or mind, is not spiritual and breaks the First Commandment, Thou shalt
have one God, one Mind.
5.

302 : 15 (harmonious)-24

…harmonious and immortal man has existed forever, and is always beyond and above the
mortal illusion of any life, substance and intelligence as existent in matter. This statement is
based on fact, not fable. The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is
perfect, because the Soul, or Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of all being,
and because this real man is governed by Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the
so-called laws of matter.
6.

256 : 13-16, 28-1

The everlasting I AM is not bounded nor compressed within the narrow limits of physical
humanity, nor can He be understood aright through mortal concepts.
A limitless Mind cannot proceed from physical limitations. Finiteness cannot present the idea or
the vastness of infinity. A mind originating from a finite or material source must be limited and
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finite. Infinite Mind is the creator, and creation is the infinite image or idea emanating from this
Mind.
7.

257 : 4-14, 24-29

If matter, so-called, is substance, then Spirit, matter's unlikeness, must be shadow; and shadow
cannot produce substance. The theory that Spirit is not the only substance and creator is
pantheistic heterodoxy, which ultimates in sickness, sin, and death; it is the belief in a bodily
soul and a material mind, a soul governed by the body and a mind in matter. This belief is
shallow pantheism.
Mind creates His own likeness in ideas, and the substance of an idea is very far from being the
supposed substance of non-intelligent matter.
Who hath found finite life or love sufficient to meet the demands of human want and woe, — to
still the desires, to satisfy the aspirations? Infinite Mind cannot be limited to a finite form, or
Mind would lose its infinite character as inexhaustible Love, eternal Life, omnipotent Truth.
8.

258 : 3-6, 21-24

Hence the unsatisfied human craving for something better, higher, holier, than is afforded by a
material belief in a physical God and man.
The human capacities are enlarged and perfected in proportion as humanity gains the true
conception of man and God.
9.

79 : 31-3

Giving does not impoverish us in the service of our Maker, neither does withholding enrich us.
We have strength in proportion to our apprehension of the truth, and our strength is not lessened
by giving utterance to truth.
10.

595 : 22 only

TITHE. Contribution; tenth part; homage; gratitude.
11.

494 : 10-19

Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine
that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period
of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.
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The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as
well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from its own
convictions and seek safety in divine Science.
12.

264 : 24-27

Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can recognize true
existence and feel the unspeakable peace which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

SUBJECT—MATTER
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 114 : 7

“Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 146 : 2, 5-10

2.

While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any
being.

5.

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:

6.

Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for
ever:

7.

Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD
looseth the prisoners:

8.

The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the
LORD loveth the righteous:

9.

The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of
the wicked he turneth upside down.

10.

The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the
LORD.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Isaiah 51 : 15 (I), 16

15

…I am the LORD thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The LORD of hosts
is his name.

16

And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine
hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto
Zion, Thou art my people.

2.

Isaiah 31 : 1, 3

1

Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots,
because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD!

3

Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the
LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall
fall down, and they all shall fail together.

3.

Habakkuk 2 : 18-20

18

What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image,
and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?

19

Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach!
Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.

20

But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

4.

Isaiah 17 : 7, 8

7

At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One
of Israel.

8

And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall respect that which
his fingers have made, either the groves, or the images.
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5.

Matthew 12 : 1 (Jesus) (to ;), 22-29

1

…Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn;

22

Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed
him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.

23

And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?

24

But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by
Beelzebub the prince of the devils.

25

And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself
is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:

26

And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom
stand?

27

And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore
they shall be your judges.

28

But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.

29

Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first
bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.

6.

Mark 4 : 1, 2 (to 1st ,), 35-41

1

And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great
multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was
by the sea on the land.

2

And he taught them many things by parables,

35

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto
the other side.

36

And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship.
And there were also with him other little ships.
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37

And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was
now full.

38

And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and
say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

39

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind
ceased, and there was a great calm.

40

And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

41

And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?

7.

Galatians 5 : 16-18

16

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

18

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

8.

Romans 8 : 1-4, 6-9 (to 1st .), 13, 14

1

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

3

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

6

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
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7

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.

8

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.

13

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live.

14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

Science and Health
1.

256 : 5-8

All things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is
the Father and Mother of the universe, including man.
2.

257 : 12-24

Mind creates His own likeness in ideas, and the substance of an idea is very far from being the
supposed substance of non-intelligent matter. Hence the Father Mind is not the father of matter.
The material senses and human conceptions would translate spiritual ideas into material beliefs,
and would say that an anthropomorphic God, instead of infinite Principle, — in other words,
divine Love, — is the father of the rain, "who hath begotten the drops of dew," who bringeth
"forth Mazzaroth in his season," and guideth "Arcturus with his sons."
Finite mind manifests all sorts of errors, and thus proves the material theory of mind in matter to
be the antipode of Mind.
3.

479 : 8 only, 10-15

Matter is neither self-existent nor a product or Spirit.
Matter cannot see, feel, hear, taste, nor smell. It is not self-cognizant, — cannot feel itself, see
itself, nor understand itself. Take away so-called mortal mind, which constitutes matter's
supposed selfhood, and matter can take no cognizance of matter.
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293 : 6-12

Matter and mortal mind are but different strata of human belief. The grosser substratum is
named matter or body; the more ethereal is called mind. This so-called mind and body is the
illusion called a mortal, a mind in matter. In reality and in Science, both strata, mortal mind and
mortal body, are false representatives of man.
5.

399 : 11-8

So-called mortal mind sends its despatches over its body, but this so-called mind is both the
service and message of this telegraphy. Nerves are unable to talk, and matter can return no
answer to immortal Mind. If Mind is the only actor, how can mechanism be automatic? Mortal
mind perpetuates its own thought. It constructs a machine, manages it, and then calls it material.
A mill at work or the action of a water-wheel is but a derivative from, and continuation of, the
primitive mortal mind. Without this force the body is devoid of action, and this deadness shows
that so-called mortal life is mortal mind, not matter.
Scientifically speaking, there is no mortal mind out of which to make material beliefs, springing
from illusion. This misnamed mind is not an entity. It is only a false sense of matter, since
matter is not sensible. The one Mind, God, contains no mortal opinions. All that is real is
included in this immortal Mind.
Our Master asked: "How can one enter into a strong man's house and spoil his goods, except he
first bind the strong man?" In other words: How can I heal the body, without beginning with socalled mortal mind, which directly controls the body? When disease is once destroyed in this socalled mind, the fear of disease is gone, and therefore the disease is thoroughly cured. Mortal
mind is "the strong man," which must be held in subjection before its influence upon health and
morals can be removed. This error conquered, we can despoil "the strong man" of his goods, —
namely, of sin and disease.
6.

356 : 4-16

So-called material existence affords no evidence of spiritual existence and immortality. Sin,
sickness, and death do not prove man's entity or immortality. Discord can never establish the
facts of harmony. Matter is not the vestibule of Spirit.
Jesus reasoned on this subject practically, and controlled sickness, sin, and death on the basis of
his spirituality. Understanding the nothingness of material things, he spoke of flesh and Spirit
as the two opposites, — as error and Truth, not contributing in any way to each other's happiness
and existence. Jesus knew, "It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing."
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273 : 21-28

God never ordained a material law to annul the spiritual law. If there were such a material law, it
would oppose the supremacy of Spirit, God, and impugn the wisdom of the creator. Jesus
walked on the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct opposition
to material laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false claims of
material sense or law.
8.

124 : 20-24, 26 (We)-31

Adhesion, cohesion, and attraction are properties of Mind. They belong to divine Principle, and
support the equipoise of that thought-force, which launched the earth in its orbit and said to the
proud wave, "Thus far and no farther."
We tread on forces. Withdraw them, and creation must collapse. Human knowledge calls them
forces of matter; but divine Science declares that they belong wholly to divine Mind, are
inherent in this Mind, and so restores them to their rightful home and classification.
9.

264 : 20-27

Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the microscope
of Spirit. Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were overcome by Jesus, who
proved them to be forms of error. Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by
which we can recognize true existence and feel the unspeakable peace which comes from an allabsorbing spiritual love.
10.

205 : 7-13, 32-3

When will the error of believing that there is life in matter, and that sin, sickness, and death are
creations of God, be unmasked? When will it be understood that matter has neither intelligence,
life, nor sensation, and that the opposite belief is the prolific source of all suffering? God created
all through Mind, and made all perfect and eternal.
When we fully understand our relation to the Divine, we can have no other Mind but His, — no
other Love, wisdom, or Truth, no other sense of Life, and no consciousness of the existence of
matter or error.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2017
SUBJECT—REALITY
GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 119 : 18

“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Luke 21 : 10, 11, 18, 19, 25-28, 33

10.

Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:

11.

And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful
sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.

18.

But there shall not an hair of your head perish.

19.

In your patience possess ye your souls.

25.

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;

26.

Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.

27.

And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

28.

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for
your redemption draweth nigh.

33.

Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Job 42 : 5

5

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.

2.

Genesis 1 : 1, 3, 14, 15, 26 (to :), 27, 28 (to 1st ,)

1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

3

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

14

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

15

And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and
it was so.

26

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:

27

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.

28

And God blessed them,

3.

Genesis 2 : 6

6

But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

4.

Matthew 16 : 13-17

13

When Jesus came into the coasts of Cæsarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying,
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?

14

And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias,
or one of the prophets.

15

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
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16

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

17

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

5.

Matthew 13 : 3 (to 1st ,)

3

And he spake many things unto them in parables,

6.

Luke 15 : 11-24

11

And he said, A certain man had two sons:

12

And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

13

And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into
a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

14

And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be
in want.

15

And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his
fields to feed swine.

16

And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man
gave unto him.

17

And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

18

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and before thee,

19

And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

20

And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

21

And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am
no more worthy to be called thy son.
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22

But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:

23

And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:

24

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to
be merry.

7.

Matthew 13 : 10, 11 (to 1st ,), 12, 13, 15

10

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?

11

He answered and said unto them,

12

For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

13

Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear
not, neither do they understand.

15

For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes
they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal
them.

8.

John 12 : 44-46

44

Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent
me.

45

And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.

46

I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in
darkness.

9.

I Thessalonians 5 : 5-9

5

Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness.

6

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
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7

For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.

8

But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and
for an helmet, the hope of salvation.

9

For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

10.

I Corinthians 13 : 12

12

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I am known.

11.

Romans 12 : 2

2

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Science and Health
1.

503 : 20-25

Immortal and divine Mind presents the idea of God: first, in light; second, in reflection; third, in
spiritual and immortal forms of beauty and goodness. But this Mind creates no element nor
symbol of discord and decay. God creates neither erring thought, mortal life, mutable truth, nor
variable love.
2.

472 : 24 (All)-26

All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good,
and He makes all that is made.
3.

586 : 15-17

FIRMAMENT. Spiritual understanding; the scientific line of demarcation between Truth and error,
between Spirit and so-called matter.
4.

523 : 7-13

The creations of matter arise from a mist or false claim, or from mystification, and not from the
firmament, or understanding, which God erects between the true and false. In error everything
comes from beneath, not from above. All is material myth, instead of the reflection of Spirit.
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586 : 3-6

EYES. Spiritual discernment, — not material but mental.
Jesus said, thinking of the outward vision, "Having eyes, see ye not?" (Mark viii. 18.)
6.

505 : 16-17, 20-22, 26-2

Spirit imparts the understanding which uplifts consciousness and leads into all truth. …Spiritual
sense is the discernment of spiritual good. Understanding is the line of demarcation between the
real and unreal.
This understanding is not intellectual, is not the result of scholarly attainments; it is the reality of
all things brought to light. God's ideas reflect the immortal, unerring, and infinite. The mortal,
erring, and finite are human beliefs, which apportion to themselves a task impossible for them,
that of distinguishing between the false and the true.
7.

262 : 17-23

Job said: "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee." Mortals
will echo Job's thought, when the supposed pain and pleasure of matter cease to predominate.
They will then drop the false estimate of life and happiness, of joy and sorrow, and attain the
bliss of loving unselfishly, working patiently, and conquering all that is unlike God.
8.

40 : 31-7

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the
anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has
passed before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of
the righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart
from material sense into the spiritual sense of being.
9.

322 : 26-9

The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our
disappointments and ceaseless woes, turn us like tired children to the arms of divine Love. Then
we begin to learn Life in divine Science. Without this process of weaning, "Canst thou by
searching find out God?" It is easier to desire Truth than to rid one's self of error. Mortals may
seek the understanding of Christian Science, but they will not be able to glean from Christian
Science the facts of being without striving for them. This strife consists in the endeavor to
forsake error of every kind and to possess no other consciousness but good.
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Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science.
10.

329 : 26 (If)-31

If men understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for
recourse to the spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is
plunged, the more intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth.
11.

575 : 13 (Spiritual)-16

Spiritual teaching must always be by symbols. Did not Jesus illustrate the truths he taught by the
mustard-seed and the prodigal?
12.

350 : 16-18

The Master often refused to explain his words, because it was difficult in a material age to
apprehend spiritual Truth.
13.

95 : 28-3

Lulled by stupefying illusions, the world is asleep in the cradle of infancy, dreaming away the
hours. Material sense does not unfold the facts of existence; but spiritual sense lifts human
consciousness into eternal Truth. Humanity advances slowly out of sinning sense into spiritual
understanding; unwillingness to learn all things rightly, binds Christendom with chains.
14.

350 : 24 (“The)-30

"The Word was made flesh." Divine Truth must be known by its effects on the body as well as
on the mind, before the Science of being can be demonstrated. Hence its embodiment in the
incarnate Jesus, — that life-link forming the connection through which the real reaches the
unreal, Soul rebukes sense, and Truth destroys error.
15.

322 : 3-7

When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a
spiritual basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall
perceive Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle.
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461 : 11-15

Only by the illumination of the spiritual sense, can the light of understanding be thrown upon
this Science, because Science reverses the evidence before the material senses and furnishes the
eternal interpretation of God and man.
17.

264 : 13-24, 28-31

As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of creation, which
before were invisible, will become visible. When we realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of
matter, this understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all in God, good, and
needing no other consciousness.
Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the microscope
of Spirit. Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were overcome by Jesus, who
proved them to be forms of error.
When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall
behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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