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SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2017

SUBJECT—CHRIST JESUS

GOLDEN TEXT: JOHN 14:6

“Jesus saith, | am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

RESPONSIVE READING: John 14 : 8-15

Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

Jesus saith unto him, Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the
Father?

Believest thou not that | am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that | speak
unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

Believe me that | am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very
works’ sake.

Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do
also; and greater works than these shall he do; because | go unto my Father.

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son.

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will do it.

If ye love me, keep my commandments.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2017 Page 2
SUBJECT: CHRIST JESUS

LESSON SERMON

The Bible

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

40

14

Matthew 1 : 18-25

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused
to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick
example, was minded to put her away privily.

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in
a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying,

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and
took unto him his wife:

And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name
JESUS.

Luke 2 : 40

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God
was upon him.

Luke 4 : 14-20 (to 1st.), 21

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of
him through all the region round about.
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And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had
opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.

And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.
John9:1-7

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.

And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind?

Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God
should be made manifest in him.

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no
man can work.

As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.

When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He
went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.
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John 10 : 23-30
And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch.

Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.

Jesus answered them, | told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s
name, they bear witness of me.

But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as | said unto you.
My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me:

And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand.

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father’s hand.

| and my Father are one.
John15:1,7,8
| am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
John 20 : 30, 31

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book:

But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his name.
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8. Romans 15 : 5-7

S Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another
according to Christ Jesus:

6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

! Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.

Science and Health
1. 286 : 9-15

The Master said, "No man cometh unto the Father [the divine Principle of being] but by me,"”
Christ, Life, Truth, Love; for Christ says, "I am the way." Physical causation was put aside from
first to last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the divine Principle, Love, creates and
governs all that is real.

2. 18 : 3-12

Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this we owe
him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did life's work aright
not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not
to do it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against the
accredited evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices, and he refuted all
opponents with his healing power.

3. 19:29-1

Jesus urged the commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me," which may be ren-
dered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal; thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life,
— even God, good.

4. 25:13-31

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine
Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death. Jesus presented the ideal of
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God better than could any man whose origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to God, he
demonstrated more spiritually than all others the Principle of being. Hence the force of his
admonition, "If ye love me, keep my commandments."

Though demonstrating his control over sin and disease, the great Teacher by no means relieved
others from giving the requisite proofs of their own piety. He worked for their guidance, that
they might demonstrate this power as he did and understand its divine Principle. Implicit faith in
the Teacher and all the emotional love we can bestow on him, will never alone make us
imitators of him. We must go and do likewise, else we are not improving the great blessings
which our Master worked and suffered to bestow upon us.

5. 583 : 10-11
CHRIST. The divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error.
6. 26 :10-18

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: "I am the way, the truth,
and the life;" "I and my Father are one.” This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine
nature, the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority
over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove
what God is and what He does for man.

7. 333 : 16 (The advent)-23, 26-27, 30-31

The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is
without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the
Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some
measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. ... The divine image, idea,
or Christ was, is, and ever will be inseparable from the divine Principle, God. ... The one Spirit
includes all identities.

8. 51:19-24

His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through doing the works
which he did and taught others to do. His purpose in healing was not alone to restore health, but
to demonstrate his divine Principle. He was inspired by God, by Truth and Love, in all that he
said and did.
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9. o4 :1-17

Through the magnitude of his human life, he demonstrated the divine Life. Out of the amplitude
of his pure affection, he defined Love. With the affluence of Truth, he vanquished error. The
world acknowledged not his righteousness, seeing it not; but earth received the harmony his
glorified example introduced.

Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in
Christ, the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or
sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus' intense human sacrifice. In witness of
his divine commission, he presented the proof that Life, Truth, and Love heal the sick and the
sinning, and triumph over death through Mind, not matter. This was the highest proof he could
have offered of divine Love.

10. 34:18-28

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more spiritual and understood better what
the Master had taught. His resurrection was also their resurrection. It helped them to raise
themselves and others from spiritual dulness and blind belief in God into the perception of
infinite possibilities. They needed this quickening, for soon their dear Master would rise again
in the spiritual realm of reality, and ascend far above their apprehension. As the reward for his
faithfulness, he would disappear to material sense in that change which has since been called the
ascension.

11. 55:15-26

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the
healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises
will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and
whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and
is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing.
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THE DAILY DUTIES

by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 6
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