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SUNDAY DECEMBER 3, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—GOD THE ONLY CAUSE AND CREATOR 
 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  ACTS 17 : 24, 26 

 

 
 

“God that made the world and all things therein, hath made of one blood  

all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Genesis 13 : 1, 7-9, 11 

   Romans 12 : 18, 21 

 

 

1.  And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, 

into the south. 

 

7.  And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s 

cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 

 

8.  And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and 

between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 

 

9.  Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take 

the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go 

to the left. 

 

11.  Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated 

themselves the one from the other. 

 

18. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

 

21.  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Psalm 100 : 3 
 
3  Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we 

are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

2.  Colossians 1 : 16, 17, 19 
 
16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 

invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 

were created by him, and for him:  
 
17  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
 
19  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 
 

3.  Galatians 3 : 26-29 
 
26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  
 
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
 
28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 

female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  
 
29  And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 

4.  Ephesians 4 : 1-6, 31, 32 
 
1  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 

wherewith ye are called,  
 
2  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  
 
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
 

4  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  
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5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  

 
6  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

 
31  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 

from you, with all malice:  

 
32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 

Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 

 

5.  Matthew 4 : 23 

 
23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the 

people. 

 

6.  Matthew 5 : 1, 2, 43-45 (to :) 

 
1  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 

disciples came unto him:  

 
2  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

 
43  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 

enemy.  

 
44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 

hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  

 
45  That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:  

 

7.  Matthew 7 : 12 

 
12  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 

them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

 

8.  Luke 8 : 19-21 

 
19  Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not come at him for the press.  
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20  And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy brethren stand without, 

desiring to see thee.  

 
21  And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear 

the word of God, and do it. 

 

9.  John 8 : 31-33 (to :), 39 (Jesus)-42 (to :), 43-45, 47 

 
31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are 

ye my disciples indeed;  

 
32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  

 
33  They answered him, We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man:  

 
39  …Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of 

Abraham.  

 
40  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: 

this did not Abraham.  

 
41  Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we 

have one Father, even God.  

 
42  Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me:  

 
43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.  

 
44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 

speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  

 
45  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 

 
47  He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of 

God. 

 

10.  Acts 10 : 34 (Of)-36 

 
34   …Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  
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35  But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.  
 

36  The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: 

(he is Lord of all:) 

 

11.  I Timothy 2 : 1-5, 8 

 
1  I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks, be made for all men;  
 

2  For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godliness and honesty.  

 
3  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;  

 
4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.  

 
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 

 
8  I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 

doubting. 

 

12.  Ephesians 6 : 8, 23 

 
8  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the 

Lord, whether he be bond or free. 

 
23  Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  332 : 4 (Father)-8 

 

Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which indicates His tender relationship to His spiritual 

creation. As the apostle expressed it in words which he quoted with approbation from a classic 

poet: "For we are also His offspring." 
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2.  467 : 9-13 
 
It should be thoroughly understood that all men have one Mind, one God and Father, one Life, 

Truth, and Love. Mankind will become perfect in proportion as this fact becomes apparent, war 

will cease and the true brotherhood of man will be established. 
 

3.  469 : 30-10 
 
With one Father, even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and with one Mind and 

that God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist of Love and Truth, and have unity of 

Principle and spiritual power which constitute divine Science. The supposed existence of more 

than one mind was the basic error of idolatry. This error assumed the loss of spiritual power, the 

loss of the spiritual presence of Life as infinite Truth without an unlikeness, and the loss of Love 

as ever present and universal. 
 

4.  517 : 15-19 
 
The world believes in many persons; but if God is personal, there is but one person, because 

there is but one God. His personality can only be reflected, not transmitted. God has countless 

ideas, and they all have one Principle and parentage. 
 

5.  518 : 13-19 
 
God gives the lesser idea of Himself for a link to the greater, and in return, the higher always 

protects the lower. The rich in spirit help the poor in one grand brotherhood, all having the same 

Principle, or Father; and blessed is that man who seeth his brother's need and supplieth it, 

seeking his own in another's good. 
 

6.  444 : 13-30 
 
Students are advised by the author to be charitable and kind, not only towards differing forms of 

religion and medicine, but to those who hold these differing opinions. Let us be faithful in 

pointing the way through Christ, as we understand it, but let us also be careful always to "judge 

righteous judgment," and never to condemn rashly. "Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right 

cheek, turn to him the other also." That is, Fear not that he will smite thee again for thy for- 

bearance. If ecclesiastical sects or medical schools turn a deaf ear to the teachings of Christian 

Science, then part from these opponents as did Abraham when he parted from Lot, and say in 

thy heart: "Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen 

and thy herdmen; for we be brethren." Immortals, or God's children in divine Science, are one 

harmonious family; but mortals, or the "children of men" in material sense, are discordant and 

ofttimes false brethren.  
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7.  541 : 16-18 
 
The erroneous belief that life, substance, and intelligence can be material ruptures the life and 

brotherhood of man at the very outset. 
 

8.  303 : 10-24 
 
 Whatever reflects Mind, Life, Truth, and Love, is spiritually conceived and brought forth; but 

the statement that man is conceived and evolved both spiritually and materially, or by both God 

and man, contradicts this eternal truth. All the vanity of the ages can never make both these 

contraries true. Divine Science lays the axe at the root of the illusion that life, or mind, is formed 

by or is in the material body, and Science will eventually destroy this illusion through the self-

destruction of all error and the beatified understanding of the Science of Life. 
  
The belief that pain and pleasure, life and death, holiness and unholiness, mingle in man, — that 

mortal, material man is the likeness of God and is himself a creator, — is a fatal error.  
 

9.  89 : 25 (Matter)-31 
 
Matter is neither intelligent nor creative. The tree is not the author of itself. Sound is not the 

originator of music, and man is not the father of man. Cain very naturally concluded that if life 

was in the body, and man gave it, man had the right to take it away. This incident shows that the 

belief of life in matter was "a murderer from the beginning." 
 

10.  317 : 1-5 
 
Jesus uttered things which had been "secret from the foundation of the world," — since material 

knowledge usurped the throne of the creative divine Principle, insisted on the might of matter, 

the force of falsity, the insignificance of spirit, and proclaimed an anthropomorphic God. 
 

11.  31 : 4 (Jesus)-11 
 
Jesus acknowledged no ties of the flesh. He said: "Call no man your father upon the earth: for 

one is your Father, which is in heaven." Again he asked: "Who is my mother, and who are my 

brethren," implying that it is they who do the will of his Father. We have no record of his calling 

any man by the name of father. He recognized Spirit, God, as the only creator, and therefore as 

the Father of all. 
 

12.  63 : 5 (In)-11 
 
In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure constitute his ancestry. 

His origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor does he pass through material 
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conditions prior to reaching intelligence. Spirit is his primitive and ultimate source of being; 

God is his Father, and Life is the law of his being. 

 

13.  507 : 3-6, 21-23 

 

Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual creation, thus 

tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God. 

 

A material world implies a mortal mind and man a creator. The scientific divine creation 

declares immortal Mind and the universe created by God. 

 

14.  586 : 9-10 

 

FATHER.   Eternal Life; the one Mind; the divine Principle, commonly called God. 

 

15.  592 : 16-17 

 

MOTHER.   God; divine and eternal Principle; Life, Truth, and Love. 

 

16.  521 : 12 (The)-17 

 

The harmony and immortality of man are intact. We should look away from the opposite 

supposition that man is created materially, and turn our gaze to the spiritual record of creation, 

to that which should be engraved on the understanding and heart "with the point of a diamond" 

and the pen of an angel. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 10, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  ROMANS 8 : 15 

 

 
 

“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received  

the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Galatians 4 : 1, 3-7 

 

 

1.  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though 

he be lord of all. 

 

3.  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 

 

4.  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 

made under the law, 

 

5.  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

 

6.  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 

crying, Abba, Father. 

 

7.  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Numbers 6 : 24 
 
24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 
 

2.  Joshua 24 : 17 
 
17 For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, 

from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us 

in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed: 
 

3.  Psalm 121 : 2, 3 (he), 5-8 
 
2 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. 
 
3 …he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
 
5 The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand. 

 
6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
 
7 The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 

 
8 The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even 

for evermore.  
 

4.  Genesis 16 : 3, 5-7 (to ,), 9, 13, 15 (to :) 
 
3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten 

years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. 
 
5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy 

bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD 

judge between me and thee. 
 
6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. 

And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face. 
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7 And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness,  

 
9 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under 

her hands. 

 
13 And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she 

said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me? 

 
15 And Hagar bare Abram a son:  

 

5.  Genesis 21 : 9, 10 (to 2nd ,), 12 (to ;), 14-17, 19, 20 (to ;) 

 
9  And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, 

mocking. 

 
10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of 

this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, 

 
12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and 

because of thy bondwoman; 

 
14 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and 

gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she 

departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.  

 
15 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.  

 
16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: 

for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift 

up her voice, and wept.  

 
17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, 

and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the 

lad where he is. 

 
19  And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle 

with water, and gave the lad drink.  

 
20 And God was with the lad;  
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6.  Psalm 36 : 6 (O Lord), 7 
 
6 …O LORD, thou preservest man and beast. 
 
7  How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust 

under the shadow of thy wings. 
 

7.  Romans 8 : 16 (we), 17 (to 2nd ;), 19, 21 
 
16  …we are the children of God: 
 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 
 
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of 

God. 
 
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. 
 

8.  Galatians 5 : 1 
 
1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
 

9.  Ephesians 1 : 3, 4, 11, 17-19, 21, 22 (to ,), 23 (the fulness) 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 

spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  
 
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we  should 

be holy and without blame before him in love: 
 
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the 

purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
 
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:  
 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of 

his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,  
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19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to 

the working of his mighty power, 

 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 

named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:  

 
22 And hath put all things under his feet,  

 
23 …the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

10.  Galatians 4 : 19 (to ,), 20 (to ,), 21-23, 31 

 
19 My little children, 

 
20 I desire to be present with you now,  

 
21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?  

 
22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a 

freewoman.  

 
23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was 

by promise. 

 
31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. 

 

11.  I John 3 : 2 

 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  332 : 4 (Father)-8 

 

Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which indicates His tender relationship to His spiritual 

creation. As the apostle expressed it in words which he quoted with approbation from a classic 

poet: "For we are also His offspring." 
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2.  476 : 28-4 
 
When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is 

within you;" that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man, showing that man in God's image is 

unfallen and eternal. Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where 

sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, 

and this correct view of man healed the sick. 
 

3.  224 : 28-31 (to 2nd .) 
 
Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, "Slavery is 

abolished." The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine 

Love. 
 
4.  228 : 11-15, 25 only 
 
The enslavement of man is not legitimate. It will cease when man enters into his heritage of 

freedom, his God-given dominion over the material senses. Mortals will some day assert their 

freedom in the name of Almighty God.  
 
There is no power apart from God.  
 

5.  333 : 19-23, 26-31 
 
Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual 

idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some measure of power and grace to all 

prepared to receive Christ, Truth. ...The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will be 

inseparable from the divine Principle, God. Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity 

thus: "Before Abraham was, I am;" "I and my Father are one;" "My Father is greater than I." 

The one Spirit includes all identities. 
 

6.  315 : 16-20 
 
The likeness of God we lose sight of through sin, which beclouds the spiritual sense of Truth; 

and we realize this likeness only when we subdue sin and prove man's heritage, the liberty of the 

sons of God. 
 

7.  191 : 16-17 
 
The human thought must free itself from self-imposed materiality and bondage.  
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8.  227 : 3-13, 26-29 
 
I saw that the law of mortal belief included all error, and that, even as oppressive laws are 

disputed and mortals are taught their right to freedom, so the claims of the enslaving senses must 

be denied and superseded. The law of the divine Mind must end human bondage, or mortals will 

continue unaware of man's inalienable rights and in subjection to hopeless slavery, because 

some public teachers permit an ignorance of divine power, — an ignorance that is the 

foundation of continued bondage and of human suffering. 
 
The illusion of material sense, not divine law, has bound you, entangled your free limbs, 

crippled your capacities, enfeebled your body, and defaced the tablet of your being. 
 

9.  146 : 7-12 
 
By trusting matter to destroy its own discord, health and harmony have been sacrificed. Such 

systems are barren of the vitality of spiritual power, by which material sense is made the servant 

of Science and religion becomes Christlike. 
 
10.  242 : 1-8 
 
Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their material beliefs 

and false individuality. It is only a question of time when "they shall all know Me [God], from 

the least of them unto the greatest." Denial of the claims of matter is a great step towards the 

joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph over the body. 
 
11.  371 : 27-32 
 
The necessity for uplifting the race is father to the fact that Mind can do it; for Mind can impart 

purity instead of impurity, strength instead of weakness, and health instead of disease. Truth is 

an alterative in the entire system, and can make it "every whit whole." 
 

12.  231 : 30-2 
 
Man, governed by his Maker, having no other Mind, — planted on the Evangelist's statement 

that "all things were made by Him [the Word of God]; and without Him was not anything made 

that was made," — can triumph over sin, sickness, and death. 
 

13.  233 : 16-24 
 
Already the shadow of His right hand rests upon the hour. Ye who can discern the face of the 

sky, — the sign material, — how much more should ye discern the sign mental, and compass 
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the destruction of sin and sickness by overcoming the thoughts which produce them, and by 

understanding the spiritual idea which corrects and destroys them. To reveal this truth was our 

Master's mission to all mankind, including the hearts which rejected him.  

 

14.  227 : 14-16 (to 2nd .), 21-26 

 

Discerning the rights of man, we cannot fail to foresee the doom of all oppression. Slavery is not 

the legitimate state of man. God made man free.  

 

Christian Science raises the standard of liberty and cries: "Follow me! Escape from the bondage 

of sickness, sin, and death!" Jesus marked out the way. Citizens of the world, accept the 

"glorious liberty of the children of God," and be free! This is your divine right.  

 

15.  iii : (poem, located 2 pages before the “Contents” page) 

 

OH! Thou hast heard my prayer;  

            And I am blest!  

        This is Thy high behest: —  

Thou here, and everywhere.  

                                  — MARY BAKER G. EDDY. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 17, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN,  

           EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE? 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  GENESIS 1 : 1 

 

 
 

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 89 : 11, 13, 15-17 

 Psalm 62 : 11 

 

 

11.  The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: as for the world and the fulness thereof, 

thou hast founded them. 

 

13.  Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. 

 

15.  Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of 

thy countenance. 

 

16.  In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted. 

 

17.  For thou art the glory of their strength. 

 

11.  God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Isaiah 43 : 16, 19, 21 

 
16  Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; 

 
19  Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even 

make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 

 
21  This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise. 

 

2.  Psalm 111 : 1-4 (to :), 6-8 

 
1 Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the 

upright, and in the congregation. 

 
2  The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. 
 

3  His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever. 
 

4  He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: 

 
6  He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he may give them the heritage of 

the heathen. 
 

7  The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure. 
 

8  They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness. 

 

3.  Joshua 10 : 6-8 (to ;), 10 (to 2nd ,), 11-13 (to 1st .), 14 

 
6  And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy 

hand from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings 

of the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us. 
 

7  So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the 

mighty men of valour. 
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8  And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thine hand;  
 

10  And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at 

Gibeon,  
 

11  And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-

horon, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and 

they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of 

Israel slew with the sword. 
 

12  Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites 

before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon 

Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 
 

13  And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves 

upon their enemies. 
 

14  And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the 

voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel. 

 

4.  Jeremiah 32 : 17-20 

 
17  Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and 

stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:  

 
18  Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the 

fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the Great, the Mighty God, 

the LORD of hosts, is his name, 

 
19  Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the 

sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his 

doings: 

 
20  Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, 

and among other men; and hast made thee a name, as at this day; 

 

5.  John 6 : 5 (to 2nd ,), 15 (Jesus)-21 

 
5  When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him,  
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15  …Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a 

king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. 
 

16  And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea,  
 

17  And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, 

and Jesus was not come to them.  
 

18  And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew.  
 

19  So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking 

on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid.  
 

20  But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid.  
 

21  Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land 

whither they went. 

 

6.  Romans 13 : 1-3 

 
1  Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 

powers that be are ordained of God.  

 
2  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 

resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  

 
3  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 

the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 

 

7.  Deuteronomy 10 : 12-14 

 
12  And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy 

God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy 

heart and with all thy soul,  

 
13  To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this 

day for thy good?  

 
14  Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD’S thy God, the earth also, with 

all that therein is. 
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Science and Health 
 

1.  502 : 22-5 
 
Genesis i. 1. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
  
The infinite has no beginning. This word beginning is employed to signify the only, — that is, 

the eternal verity and unity of God and man, including the universe. The creative Principle — 

Life, Truth, and Love — is God. The universe reflects God. There is but one creator and one 

creation. This creation consists of the unfolding of spiritual ideas and their identities, which are 

embraced in the infinite Mind and forever reflected. These ideas range from the infinitesimal to 

infinity, and the highest ideas are the sons and daughters of God. 
 

2.  300 : 28-4 
 
The universe reflects and expresses the divine substance or Mind; therefore God is seen only in 

the spiritual universe and spiritual man, as the sun is seen in the ray of light which goes out from 

it. God is revealed only in that which reflects Life, Truth, Love, — yea, which manifests God's 

attributes and power, even as the human likeness thrown upon the mirror, repeats the color, 

form, and action of the person in front of the mirror. 
 

3.  192 : 17-26 
 
Moral and spiritual might belong to Spirit, who holds the "wind in His fists;" and this teaching 

accords with Science and harmony. In Science, you can have no power opposed to God, and the 

physical senses must give up their false testimony. Your influence for good depends upon the 

weight you throw into the right scale. The good you do and embody gives you the only power 

obtainable. Evil is not power. It is a mockery of strength, which erelong betrays its weakness  

and falls, never to rise. 
 

4.  69 : 2-10 
 
The scientific fact that man and the universe are evolved from Spirit, and so are spiritual, is as 

fixed in divine Science as is the proof that mortals gain the sense of health only as they lose the 

sense of sin and disease. Mortals can never understand God's creation while believing that man 

is a creator. God's children already created will be cognized only as man finds the truth of being. 

Thus it is that the real, ideal man appears in proportion as the false and material disappears. 
 

5.  303 : 8-20 
 
The minutiae of lesser individualities reflect the one divine individuality and are comprehended 

in and formed by Spirit, not by material sensation. Whatever reflects Mind, Life, Truth, and 
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Love, is spiritually conceived and brought forth; but the statement that man is conceived and 

evolved both spiritually and materially, or by both God and man, contradicts this eternal truth. 

All the vanity of the ages can never make both these contraries true. Divine Science lays the axe 

at the root of the illusion that life, or mind, is formed by or is in the material body, and Science 

will eventually destroy this illusion through the self-destruction of all error and the beatified 

understanding of the Science of Life. 

 

6.  369 : 5-13 

 

In proportion as matter loses to human sense all entity as man, in that proportion does man 

become its master. He enters into a diviner sense of the facts, and comprehends the theology of 

Jesus as demonstrated in healing the sick, raising the dead, and walking over the wave. All these 

deeds manifested Jesus' control over the belief that matter is substance, that it can be the arbiter 

of life or the constructor of any form of existence. 

 

7.  124 : 14-31 

 

The universe, like man, is to be interpreted by Science from its divine Principle, God, and then it 

can be understood; but when explained on the basis of physical sense and represented as subject 

to growth, maturity, and decay, the universe, like man, is, and must continue to be, an enigma. 

 

Adhesion, cohesion, and attraction are properties of Mind. They belong to divine Principle, and 

support the equipoise of that thought-force, which launched the earth in its orbit and said to the 

proud wave, "Thus far and no farther."  

 

Spirit is the life, substance, and continuity of all things. We tread on forces. Withdraw them, and 

creation must collapse. Human knowledge calls them forces of matter; but divine Science 

declares that they belong wholly to divine Mind, are inherent in this Mind, and so restores them 

to their rightful home and classification. 

 

8.  293 : 13-16 

 

The material so-called gases and forces are counterfeits of the spiritual forces of divine Mind, 

whose potency is Truth, whose attraction is Love, whose adhesion and cohesion are Life, 

perpetuating the eternal facts of being. 

 

9.  170 : 22-24 

 

Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered, for more than all others spiritual 

causation relates to human progress.  
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10.  171 : 12-30 

 

Mind's control over the universe, including man, is no longer an open question, but is 

demonstrable Science. Jesus illustrated the divine Principle and the power of immortal Mind by 

healing sickness and sin and destroying the foundations of death. 

 

Mistaking his origin and nature, man believes himself to be combined matter and Spirit. He 

believes that Spirit is sifted through matter, carried on a nerve, exposed to ejection by the 

operation of matter. The intellectual, the moral, the spiritual, — yea, the image of infinite Mind, 

— subject to non-intelligence!  

 

No more sympathy exists between the flesh and Spirit than between Belial and Christ. 

 

The so-called laws of matter are nothing but false beliefs that intelligence and life are present 

where Mind is not. These false beliefs are the procuring cause of all sin and disease. The 

opposite truth, that intelligence and life are spiritual, never material, destroys sin, sickness, 

and death. 

 

11.  348 : 14-18 

 

Are we irreverent towards sin, or imputing too much power to God, when we ascribe to Him 

almighty Life and Love? I deny His cooperation with evil, because I desire to have no faith in 

evil or in any power but God, good. 

 

12.  228 : 25-27 

 

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other 

power is to dishonor God. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—CHRIST JESUS 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  JOHN 14 : 6 

 

 
 

“Jesus saith, I am the way, the truth, and the life:  

no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  John 14 : 8-15 

 

 

8.  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
 
9.  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, 

Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the 

Father? 
 
10.  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak 

unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
 
11.  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very 

works’ sake. 
 
12.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 

also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 
 
13.  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 

in the Son. 
 
14.  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 
 
15.  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Matthew 1 : 18-25 
 
18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused 

to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  
 
19  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick 

example, was minded to put her away privily.  
 
20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in 

a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for 

that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  
 
21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins.  
 
22  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 

prophet, saying,  
 
23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 

name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  
 
24  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and 

took unto him his wife:  
 
25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name 

JESUS. 
 
2.  Luke 2 : 40 
 
40  And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 

was upon him. 
 

3.  Luke 4 : 14-20 (to 1st .), 21 
 
14  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of 

him through all the region round about. 
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15  And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 
 

16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 

went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 
 

17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 

opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 
 

18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 

the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 

and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
 

19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
 

20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.  
 

21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

 

4.  John 9 : 1-7 

 
1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 

 
2  And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 

was born blind? 
 

3  Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God 

should be made manifest in him. 

 
4  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 

man can work. 

 
5  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

 
6  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he 

anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 

 
7  And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He 

went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 
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5.  John 10 : 23-30 

 
23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch. 

 
24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 

doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 

 
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s 

name, they bear witness of me. 

 
26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 

 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 

them out of my hand. 

 
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out 

of my Father’s hand. 

 
30 I and my Father are one. 

 

6.  John 15 : 1, 7, 8 

 
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

 
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 

done unto you. 

 
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

 

7.  John 20 : 30, 31 

 
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book: 

 
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 

that believing ye might have life through his name. 
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8.  Romans 15 : 5-7 

 
5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another 

according to Christ Jesus: 

 
6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 
7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  286 : 9-15 

 

The Master said, "No man cometh unto the Father [the divine Principle of being] but by me," 

Christ, Life, Truth, Love; for Christ says, "I am the way." Physical causation was put aside from 

first to last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the divine Principle, Love, creates and 

governs all that is real. 

 

2.  18 : 3-12 

 

Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this we owe 

him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did life's work aright 

not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not 

to do it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against the 

accredited evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices, and he refuted all 

opponents with his healing power.  

 

3.  19 : 29-1 

 

Jesus urged the commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me," which may be ren-

dered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal; thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life, 

— even God, good. 

 

4.  25 : 13-31 

 

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine 

Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death. Jesus presented the ideal of  
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God better than could any man whose origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to God, he 

demonstrated more spiritually than all others the Principle of being. Hence the force of his 

admonition, "If ye love me, keep my commandments."  

 

Though demonstrating his control over sin and disease, the great Teacher by no means relieved 

others from giving the requisite proofs of their own piety. He worked for their guidance, that 

they might demonstrate this power as he did and understand its divine Principle. Implicit faith in 

the Teacher and all the emotional love we can bestow on him, will never alone make us 

imitators of him. We must go and do likewise, else we are not improving the great blessings 

which our Master worked and suffered to bestow upon us. 

 

5.  583 : 10-11 

 

CHRIST.   The divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error. 

 

6.  26 : 10-18 

 

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: "I am the way, the truth, 

and the life;" "I and my Father are one." This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine 

nature, the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority 

over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove 

what God is and what He does for man. 

 

7.  333 : 16 (The advent)-23, 26-27, 30-31 

 

The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is 

without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the 

Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some  

measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. … The divine image, idea, 

or Christ was, is, and ever will be inseparable from the divine Principle, God. … The one Spirit  

includes all identities. 

 

8.  51 : 19-24 

 

His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through doing the works 

which he did and taught others to do. His purpose in healing was not alone to restore health, but 

to demonstrate his divine Principle. He was inspired by God, by Truth and Love, in all that he 

said and did. 
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9.  54 : 1-17 

 

Through the magnitude of his human life, he demonstrated the divine Life. Out of the amplitude 

of his pure affection, he defined Love. With the affluence of Truth, he vanquished error. The 

world acknowledged not his righteousness, seeing it not; but earth received the harmony his 

glorified example introduced. 

 

Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in 

Christ, the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or 

sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus' intense human sacrifice. In witness of 

his divine commission, he presented the proof that Life, Truth, and Love heal the sick and the 

sinning, and triumph over death through Mind, not matter. This was the highest proof he could 

have offered of divine Love. 

 

10.  34 : 18-28 

 

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more spiritual and understood better what 

the Master had taught. His resurrection was also their resurrection. It helped them to raise 

themselves and others from spiritual dulness and blind belief in God into the perception of 

infinite possibilities. They needed this quickening, for soon their dear Master would rise again 

in the spiritual realm of reality, and ascend far above their apprehension. As the reward for his 

faithfulness, he would disappear to material sense in that change which has since been called the 

ascension. 

 

11.  55 : 15-26 

 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 

sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 

Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the 

healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises 

will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and 

whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and 

is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 31, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PSALM 30 : 2 

 

 
 

“O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 146 : 5-10 

 

 

5.  Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God: 

 

6.  Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for 

ever: 

 

7.  Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD 

looseth the prisoners: 

 

8.  The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the 

LORD loveth the righteous: 

 

9.  The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of 

the wicked he turneth upside down. 

 

10.  The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the 

LORD. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Psalm 103 : 1-5 

 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 

 
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 

 
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 

tender mercies; 

 
5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

2.  II Kings 20 : 1-6 (to 2nd ;) 

 
1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz 

came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou 

shalt die, and not live.  

 
2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying,  

 
3 I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with 

a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.  

 
4 And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of 

the LORD came to him, saying,  

 
5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of 

David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: 

on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD.  

 
6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the 

hand of the king of Assyria;  
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3.  Matthew 9 : 35 (Jesus) 

 
35 …Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 

the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the 

people. 

 

4.  Mark 10 : 46-52 

 
46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great 

number of people, blind Bartimæus, the son of Timæus, sat by the highway side begging.  

 
47  And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, 

Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.  

 
48  And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great 

deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.  

 
49  And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, 

saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.  

 
50  And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.  

 
51  And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The 

blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.  

 
52  And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately 

he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. 

 

5.  Matthew 10 : 1, 5 (to 3rd ,), 7, 8 

 
1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of 

disease. 

 
5  These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying,  

 
7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  

 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, 

freely give. 
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6.  John 13 : 1, 3 

 
1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 

should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the 

world, he loved them unto the end.  

 

3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come 

from God, and went to God; 

 

7.  John 14 : 5-7, 15-17 

 
5  Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the 

way?  

 
6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 

but by me.  

 
7  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye 

know him, and have seen him. 

 
15  If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

 
16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 

with you for ever;  

 
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 

knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

 

8.  Revelation 1 : 1 

 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 

things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 

servant John: 

 

9.  Revelation 10 : 1-3 (to :), 8-10 (to ;) 

 
1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a 

rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of 

fire:  
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2  And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, 

and his left foot on the earth,  
 
3  And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth:  
 
8  And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the 

little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon 

the earth.  
 
9  And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto 

me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth 

sweet as honey.  
 
10  And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up;  

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  139 : 4-8, 15-27 
 
From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, over 

matter. Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah, 

and Elisha.  
 
The decisions by vote of Church Councils as to what should and should not be considered Holy 

Writ; the manifest mistakes in the ancient versions; the thirty thousand different readings in the 

Old Testament, and the three hundred thousand in the New, — these facts show how a mortal 

and material sense stole into the divine record, with its own hue darkening to some extent the 

inspired pages. But mistakes could neither wholly obscure the divine Science of the Scriptures 

seen from Genesis to Revelation, mar the demonstration of Jesus, nor annul the healing by the 

prophets, who foresaw that "the stone which the builders rejected" would become "the head of 

the corner." 
 
2.  136 : 1-8 
 
Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of Christ-

healing. He taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which would cast out 

error and heal both the sick and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate 

from God. Despite the persecution this brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men 

both bodily and spiritually. 
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3.  147 : 24-31 

 

Our Master healed the sick, practised Christian healing, and taught the generalities of its divine 

Principle to his students; but he left no definite rule for demonstrating this Principle of healing 

and preventing disease. This rule remained to be discovered in Christian Science. A pure 

affection takes form in goodness, but Science alone reveals the divine Principle of goodness and 

demonstrates its rules. 

 

4.  107 : 1-3 

 

In the year 1866, I discovered the Christ Science or divine laws of Life, Truth, and Love, and 

named my discovery Christian Science.  

 

5.  109 : 11-15, 16-22 

 

For three years after my discovery, I sought the solution of this problem of Mind-healing, 

searched the Scriptures and read little else, kept aloof from society, and devoted time and 

energies to discovering a positive rule. …I knew the Principle of all harmonious Mind-action to 

be God, and that cures were produced in primitive Christian healing by holy, uplifting faith; but 

I must know the Science of this healing, and I won my way to absolute conclusions through 

divine revelation, reason, and demonstration.  

 

6.  558 : 1-8 

 

ST. JOHN writes, in the tenth chapter of his book of Revelation: —  

 

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow 

was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: and he had 

in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the 

earth. 

 

7.  559 : 1-23 

 

This angel had in his hand "a little book," open for all to read and understand. Did this same 

book contain the revelation of divine Science, the "right foot" or dominant power of which was 

upon the sea, — upon elementary, latent error, the source of all error's visible forms? The angel's 

left foot was upon the earth; that is, a secondary power was exercised upon visible error and 

audible sin. The "still, small voice" of scientific thought reaches over continent and ocean to the 

globe's remotest bound. The inaudible voice of Truth is, to the human mind, "as when a lion  
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roareth." It is heard in the desert and in dark places of fear. It arouses the "seven thunders" of 

evil, and stirs their latent forces to utter the full diapason of secret tones. Then is the power of 

Truth demonstrated, — made manifest in the destruction of error. Then will a voice from 

harmony cry: "Go and take the little book. …Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly 

bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey." Mortals, obey the heavenly evangel. Take 

divine Science. Read this book from beginning to end. Study it, ponder it. It will be indeed 

sweet at its first taste, when it heals you; but murmur not over Truth, if you find its digestion 

bitter. 
 

8.  150 : 4-17 

 

To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Science, 

instead of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the gospel of "on earth 

peace, good-will toward men." This coming, as was promised by the Master, is for its 

establishment as a permanent dispensation among men; but the mission of Christian Science 

now, as in the time of its earlier demonstration, is not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as 

then, signs and wonders are wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical disease; but these 

signs are only to demonstrate its divine origin, — to attest the reality of the higher mission of the 

Christ-power to take away the sins of the world. 

 

9.  55 : 15-29 

 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 

sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 

Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the 

healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises 

will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and 

whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and 

is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing.  

 

In the words of St. John: "He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 

forever." This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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