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SUNDAY MARCH 26, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—REALITY 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 50 : 2 

 

 
 

“Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.” 

 
  
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Isaiah 65 : 13, 14, 17-19, 22, 23, 25 
 
 
13.  Therefore thus saith the Lord God, 

 

14.  Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart. 

 

17.  For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be 

remembered, nor come into mind. 

 

18.  But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a 

rejoicing, and her people a joy. 

 

19.  And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be 

no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 

 

22.  They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the 

days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their 

hands. 

 

23.  They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the 

blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them. 

 

25.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 

mountain, saith the LORD. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Psalm 48 : 1, 2, 8 (to 1st .) 

 
1  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his 

holiness. 
 

2  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the 

north, the city of the great King. 

 
8  As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our 

God: God will establish it for ever. 

 

2.  Revelation 1 : 1-3 

 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 

things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 

servant John:  

 
2  Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all 

things that he saw.  

 
3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 

things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

 

3.  Revelation 3 : 12 

 
12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no 

more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 

God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will 

write upon him my new name. 

 

4.  Revelation 12 : 1-11 (to ;), 12 (to 1st .) 

 
1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 

moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:  

 
2  And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.  
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3  And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having 

seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  
 
4  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and 

the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her 

child as soon as it was born.  
 
5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her 

child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.  
 
6  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that 

they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 
 
7  And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 

dragon fought and his angels,  
 
8  And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  
 
9  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 

with him.  
 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 

down, which accused them before our God day and night.  
 
11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony;  
 
12  Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them.  
 
5.  Revelation 21 : 1-5, 7 
 
1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 

passed away; and there was no more sea.  
 
2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
 
3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God.  
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4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 

passed away. 

 
5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 

Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

 
7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

 

6.  II Peter 3 : 8 (beloved)-14, 17, 18 

 
8  …beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day.  

 
9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance.  

 
10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall 

pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 

and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

 
11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to 

be in all holy conversation and godliness,  

 
12  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being 

on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  

 
13  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 

wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

 
14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found 

of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

 
17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led 

away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.  

 
18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 

him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017                                                                   Page 5  
SUBJECT: REALITY 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

Science and Health 

 

1.  264 : 20 only, 28-31 

 

Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. 

 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall 

behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 

 

2.  592 : 18-20 

 

NEW JERUSALEM. Divine Science; the spiritual facts and harmony of the universe; the kingdom 

of heaven, or reign of harmony. 

 

3.  91 : 1-4 

 

The Revelator tells us of "a new heaven and a new earth." Have you ever pictured this heaven 

and earth, inhabited by beings under the control of supreme wisdom? 

 

4.  6 : 14-16 

 

To reach heaven, the harmony of being, we must understand the divine Principle of being. 

 

5.  560 : 6-19, 30-4 

 

Revelation xii. 1. And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, 

and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. 

 

Heaven represents harmony, and divine Science interprets the Principle of heavenly harmony. 

The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the grand necessity of existence is to gain 

the true idea of what constitutes the kingdom of heaven in man. This goal is never reached while 

we hate our neighbor or entertain a false estimate of anyone whom God has appointed to voice 

His Word. Again, without a correct sense of its highest visible idea, we can never understand the 

divine Principle.  

 

Ignorance of the divine idea betrays at once a greater ignorance of the divine Principle of the 

idea — ignorance of Truth and Love. The understanding of Truth and Love, the Principle which 

works out the ends of eternal good and destroys both faith in evil and the practice of evil, leads 

to the discernment of the divine idea.  
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6.  561 : 20-29 

 

In divine revelation, material and corporeal selfhood disappear, and the spiritual idea is 

understood.  

  

The woman in the Apocalypse symbolizes generic man, the spiritual idea of God; she illustrates 

the coincidence of God and man as the divine Principle and divine idea. The Revelator 

symbolizes Spirit by the sun. The spiritual idea is clad with the radiance of spiritual Truth, and 

matter is put under her feet. The light portrayed is really neither solar nor lunar, but spirit- 

ual Life, which is "the light of men." 

 

7.  562 : 29-18 

 

Revelation xii. 3. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, 

having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  

  

Human sense may well marvel at discord, while, to a diviner sense, harmony is the real and 

discord the unreal. We may well be astonished at sin, sickness, and death. We may well be 

perplexed at human fear; and still more astounded at hatred, which lifts its hydra head, showing 

its horns in the many inventions of evil. But why should we stand aghast at nothingness? The 

great red dragon symbolizes a lie, — the belief that substance, life, and intelligence can be 

material. This dragon stands for the sum total of human error. The ten horns of the dragon typify 

the belief that matter has power of its own, and that by means of an evil mind in matter the Ten 

Commandments can be broken. 

  

The Revelator lifts the veil from this embodiment of all evil, and beholds its awful character; but 

he also sees the nothingness of evil and the allness of God. 

 

8.  571 : 22-2 

 

Through trope and metaphor, the Revelator, immortal scribe of Spirit and of a true idealism, 

furnishes the mirror in which mortals may see their own image. In significant figures he depicts 

the thoughts which he beholds in mortal mind. Thus he rebukes the conceit of sin, and 

foreshadows its doom. With his spiritual strength, he has opened wide the gates of glory, and 

illumined the night of paganism with the sublime grandeur of divine Science, outshining sin, 

sorcery, lust, and hypocrisy. He takes away mitre and sceptre. He enthrones pure and undefiled 

religion, and lifts on high only those who have washed their robes white in obedience and 

suffering. 
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9.  572 : 19-2 page 574 

 

In Revelation xxi. 1 we read: — 

 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 

away; and there was no more sea. 

 

The Revelator had not yet passed the transitional stage in human experience called death, but he 

already saw a new heaven and a new earth. Through what sense came this vision to St. John? 

Not through the material visual organs for seeing, for optics are inadequate to take in so 

wonderful a scene. Were this new heaven and new earth terrestrial or celestial, material or 

spiritual? They could not be the former, for the human sense of space is unable to grasp such a 

view. The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye cannot see, 

— that which is invisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony of Holy Writ sustains the 

fact in Science, that the heavens and earth to one human consciousness, that consciousness  

which God bestows, are spiritual, while to another, the unillumined human mind, the vision is 

material. This shows unmistakably that what the human mind terms matter and spirit indicates 

states and stages of consciousness.  

 

Accompanying this scientific consciousness was another revelation, even the declaration from 

heaven, supreme harmony, that God, the divine Principle of harmony, is ever with men, and they 

are His people. Thus man was no longer regarded as a miserable sinner, but as the blessed child 

of God. Why? Because St. John's corporeal sense of the heavens and earth had vanished, and in 

place of this false sense was the spiritual sense, the subjective state by which he could see the 

new heaven and new earth, which involve the spiritual idea and consciousness of reality. This is 

Scriptural authority for concluding that such a recognition of being is, and has been, possible to 

men in this present state of existence, — that we can become conscious, here and now, of a 

cessation of death, sorrow, and pain. This is indeed a foretaste of absolute Christian Science. 

Take heart, dear sufferer, for this reality of being will surely appear sometime and in some way. 

There will be no more pain, and all tears will be wiped away. When you read this, remember 

Jesus' words, "The kingdom of God is within you." This spiritual consciousness is therefore a 

present possibility. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


