SUNDAY AUGUST 6, 2017

SUBJECT—SPIRIT
GOLDEN TEXT: JOB 33 : 4

“The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath
of the Almighty hath given me life.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 : 2-6, 11

2.

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

3.

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

4.

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
tender mercies;

5.

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

6.

The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed.

11.

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

John 4 : 24

24

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

2.

I John 4 : 1-4

1

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world.

2

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh is of God:

3

And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God:
and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even
now already is it in the world.

4

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in
you, than he that is in the world.

3.

Matthew 3 : 16

16

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him:

4.

Matthew 12 : 10-18, 22-28

10

And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying,
Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him.

11

And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep,
and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?

12

How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the
sabbath days.
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13

Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was
restored whole, like as the other.

14

Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy
him.

15

But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed
him, and he healed them all;

16

And charged them that they should not make him known:

17

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,

18

Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I
will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles.

22

Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed
him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.

23

And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?

24

But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by
Beelzebub the prince of the devils.

25

And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself
is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:

26

And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom
stand?

27

And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore
they shall be your judges.

28

But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.

5.

John 6 : 63

63

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are life.
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6.

John 14 : 16, 17

16

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever;

17

Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

7.

Romans 8 : 1-17 (to 2nd ;)

1

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

3

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

5

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.

8

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

10

And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.

11

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in
you.
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12

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live.

14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

15

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

16

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

17

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.

Science and Health
1.

117 : 6 (to ;)

God is Spirit;
2.

331 : 11 (The)-17

The Scriptures imply that God is All-in-all. From this it follows that nothing possesses reality
nor existence except the divine Mind and His ideas. The Scriptures also declare that God is
Spirit. Therefore in Spirit all is harmony, and there can be no discord; all is Life, and there is no
death. Everything in God's universe expresses Him.
3.

316 : 7-11

Christ, Truth, was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over the flesh, — to
show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon the human mind and body, healing sickness
and destroying sin.
4.

482 : 27-31

Error will not expel error. Christian Science is the law of Truth, which heals the sick, on the
basis of the one Mind or God. It can heal in no other way, since the human, mortal mind socalled is not a healer, but causes the belief in disease.
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467 : 3 (The)-7, 13-16

The first demand of this Science is, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me." This me is
Spirit. Therefore the command means this: Thou shalt have no intelligence, no life, no
substance, no truth, no love, but that which is spiritual.
Having no other gods, turning to no other but the one perfect Mind to guide him, man is the
likeness of God, pure and eternal, having that Mind which was also in Christ.
6.

144 : 30-22 (page 146)

It is a question to-day, whether the ancient inspired healers understood the Science of Christian
healing, or whether they caught its sweet tones, as the natural musician catches the tones of
harmony, without being able to explain them. So divinely imbued were they with the spirit of
Science, that the lack of the letter could not hinder their work; and that letter, without the spirit,
would have made void their practice.
The struggle for the recovery of invalids goes on, not between material methods, but between
mortal minds and immortal Mind. The victory will be on the patient's side only as immortal
Mind through Christ, Truth, subdues the human belief in disease. It matters not what material
method one may adopt, whether faith in drugs, trust in hygiene, or reliance on some other minor
curative.
Scientific healing has this advantage over other methods, — that in it Truth controls error. From
this fact arise its ethical as well as its physical effects. Indeed, its ethical and physical effects are
indissolubly connected. If there is any mystery in Christian healing, it is the mystery which
godliness always presents to the ungodly, — the mystery always arising from ignorance of the
laws of eternal and unerring Mind.
Other methods undertake to oppose error with error, and thus they increase the antagonism of
one form of matter towards other forms of matter or error, and the warfare between Spirit and
the flesh goes on. By this antagonism mortal mind must continually weaken its own assumed
power.
The theology of Christian Science includes healing the sick. Our Master's first article of faith
propounded to his students was healing, and he proved his faith by his works. The ancient
Christians were healers. Why has this element of Christianity been lost? Because our systems of
religion are governed more or less by our systems of medicine. The first idolatry was faith in
matter. The schools have rendered faith in drugs the fashion, rather than faith in Deity. By
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trusting matter to destroy its own discord, health and harmony have been sacrificed. Such
systems are barren of the vitality of spiritual power, by which material sense is made the servant
of Science and religion becomes Christlike.
Material medicine substitutes drugs for the power of God — even the might of Mind — to heal
the body. Scholasticism clings for salvation to the person, instead of to the divine Principle, of
the man Jesus; and his Science, the curative agent of God, is silenced. Why? Because truth
divests material drugs of their imaginary power, and clothes Spirit with supremacy. Science is
the "stranger that is within thy gates," remembered not, even when its elevating effects practically prove its divine origin and efficacy.
7.

275 : 25-30

Our material human theories are destitute of Science. The true understanding of God is spiritual.
It robs the grave of victory. It destroys the false evidence that misleads thought and points to
other gods, or other so-called powers, such as matter, disease, sin, and death, superior or
contrary to the one Spirit.
8.

390 : 12-26, 32-6

When the first symptoms of disease appear, dispute the testimony of the material senses with
divine Science. Let your higher sense of justice destroy the false process of mortal opinions
which you name law, and then you will not be confined to a sick-room nor laid upon a bed of
suffering in payment of the last farthing, the last penalty demanded by error. "Agree with thine
adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him." Suffer no claim of sin or of sickness to
grow upon the thought. Dismiss it with an abiding conviction that it is illegitimate, because you
know that God is no more the author of sickness than He is of sin. You have no law of His to
support the necessity either of sin or sickness, but you have divine authority for denying that
necessity and healing the sick.
Rise in the conscious strength of the spirit of Truth to overthrow the plea of mortal mind, alias
matter, arrayed against the supremacy of Spirit. Blot out the images of mortal thought and its
beliefs in sickness and sin. Then, when thou art delivered to the judgment of Truth, Christ, the
judge will say, "Thou art whole!"
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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