SUNDAY AUGUST 13, 2017

SUBJECT—SOUL
GOLDEN TEXT: PROVERBS 20 : 12

“The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 146 : 1, 5-10

1.

Praise ye the LORD, Praise the LORD, O my soul.

5.

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:

6.

Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for
ever:

7.

Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD
looseth the prisoners:

8.

The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the
LORD loveth the righteous:

9.

The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow.

10.

The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the
LORD.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 42 : 11

11

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in
God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

2.

Isaiah 35 : 3-7 (to :), 10

3

Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

4

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will
come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.

5

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

7

And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water:

10

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting
joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

3.

Luke 4 : 14-21

14

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of
him through all the region round about.

15

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

16

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

17

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had
opened the book, he found the place where it was written,
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18

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

19

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

20

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes
of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

21

And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

4.

Mark 8 : 22-25

22

And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to
touch him.

23

And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had
spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.

24

And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.

25

After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was
restored, and saw every man clearly.

5.

Mark 7 : 32-37

32

And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and
they beseech him to put his hand upon him.

33

And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit,
and touched his tongue;

34

And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened.

35

And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he
spake plain.

36

And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so
much the more a great deal they published it;
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37

And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh
both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.

6.

Matthew 13 : 1-3 (to 1st ,), 10-17

1

The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.

2

And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and
sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.

3

And he spake many things unto them in parables,

10

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?

11

He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

12

For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

13

Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear
not, neither do they understand.

14

And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

15

For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes
they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal
them.

16

But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

17

For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see
those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye
hear, and have not heard them.

7.

I Corinthians 2 : 9 (as)-12

9

…as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
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10

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God.

11

For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even
so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

12

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

Science and Health
1.

273 : 18 only

Man is harmonious when governed by Soul.
2.

302 : 15 (harmonious)-24

…harmonious and immortal man has existed forever, and is always beyond and above the
mortal illusion of any life, substance, and intelligence as existent in matter. This statement is
based on fact, not fable. The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is
perfect, because the Soul, or Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of all being,
and because this real man is governed by Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the
so-called laws of matter.
3.

350 : 6-23

To understand all our Master's sayings as recorded in the New Testament, sayings infinitely
important, his followers must grow into that stature of manhood in Christ Jesus which enables
them to interpret his spiritual meaning. Then they know how Truth casts out error and heals the
sick. His words were the offspring of his deeds, both of which must be understood. Unless the
works are comprehended which his words explained, the words are blind.
The Master often refused to explain his words, because it was difficult in a material age to
apprehend spiritual Truth. He said: "This people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I
should heal them."
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586 : 3-6

EYES. Spiritual discernment, — not material but mental.
Jesus said, thinking of the outward vision, "Having eyes, see ye not?" (Mark viii. 18.)
5.

585 : 1-4

EARS. Not organs of the so-called corporeal senses, but spiritual understanding.
Jesus said, referring to spiritual perception, "Having ears, hear ye not?" (Mark viii. 18.)
6.

210 : 11-16

Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever manifested through man, the Master healed
the sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the lame, thus bringing to light the
scientific action of the divine Mind on human minds and bodies and giving a better
understanding of Soul and salvation.
7.

213 : 16-4

Sound is a mental impression made on mortal belief. The ear does not really hear. Divine
Science reveals sound as communicated through the senses of Soul — through spiritual
understanding.
Mozart experienced more than he expressed. The rapture of his grandest symphonies was never
heard. He was a musician beyond what the world knew. This was even more strikingly true of
Beethoven, who was so long hopelessly deaf. Mental melodies and strains of sweetest music
supersede conscious sound. Music is the rhythm of head and heart. Mortal mind is the harp of
many strings, discoursing either discord or harmony according as the hand, which sweeps over
it, is human or divine.
Before human knowledge dipped to its depths into a false sense of things, — into belief in
material origins which discard the one Mind and true source of being, — it is possible that the
impressions from Truth were as distinct as sound, and that they came as sound to the primitive
prophets. If the medium of hearing is wholly spiritual, it is normal and indestructible.
8.

214 : 26-7

How transient a sense is mortal sight, when a wound on the retina may end the power of light
and lens! But the real sight or sense is not lost. Neither age nor accident can interfere with the
senses of Soul, and there are no other real senses. It is evident that the body as matter has no
sensation of its own, and there is no oblivion for Soul and its faculties. Spirit's senses are withThis Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017
SUBJECT: SOUL

Page 7

out pain, and they are forever at peace. Nothing can hide from them the harmony of all things
and the might and permanence of Truth.
If Spirit, Soul, could sin or be lost, then being and immortality would be lost, together with all
the faculties of Mind; but being cannot be lost while God exists.
9.

215 : 11-14

Spiritual vision is not subordinate to geometric altitudes. Whatever is governed by God, is never
for an instant deprived of the light and might of intelligence and Life.
10.

183 : 26-32

Truth casts out all evils and materialistic methods with the actual spiritual law, — the law which
gives sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, voice to the dumb, feet to the lame. If Christian
Science dishonors human belief, it honors spiritual understanding; and the one Mind only is
entitled to honor.
11.

486 : 4-10, 23-2

Suppose one accident happens to the eye, another to the ear, and so on, until every corporeal
sense is quenched. What is man's remedy? To die, that he may regain these senses? Even then he
must gain spiritual understanding and spiritual sense in order to possess immortal consciousness.
Earth's preparatory school must be improved to the utmost.
Sight, hearing, all the spiritual senses of man, are eternal. They cannot be lost. Their reality and
immortality are in Spirit and understanding, not in matter, — hence their permanence. If this
were not so, man would be speedily annihilated. If the five corporeal senses were the medium
through which to understand God, then palsy, blindness, and deafness would place man in a
terrible situation, where he would be like those "having no hope, and without God in the
world;" but as a matter of fact, these calamities often drive mortals to seek and to find a higher
sense of happiness and existence.
12.

487 : 6-12

There is more Christianity in seeing and hearing spiritually than materially. There is more
Science in the perpetual exercise of the Mind-faculties than in their loss. Lost they cannot be,
while Mind remains. The apprehension of this gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf
centuries ago, and it will repeat the wonder.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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