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SUNDAY APRIL 30, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT 
 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: II PETER 3 : 9 

 

 
 

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;  

but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,  

but that all should come to repentance.” 

 
 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Deuteronomy 5 : 1, 2, 5-10 
 
 

1.  And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and 

judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do 

them. 

 

2.  The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 

 

5.  (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the word of the LORD: for 

ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying, 

 

6.  I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 

bondage. 

 

7.  Thou shalt have none other gods before me. 

 

8.  Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth: 

 

9.  Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 

generation of them that hate me, 

 

10.  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Psalm 23 : 1 

 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 

2.  Psalm 25 : 4, 5, 8-10 

 
4  Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 

 
5  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I 

wait all the day. 

 
8  Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 

 
9  The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. 

 
10  All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his 

testimonies. 

 

3.  Ezekiel 1 : 2, 3 (to 1st ,) 

 
2  In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity, 

 
3  The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest,  

 

4.  Ezekiel 2 : 2 

 
2  And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I 

heard him that spake unto me. 

 

5.  Ezekiel 14 : 1-7 

 
1 Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. 

 
2  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
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3  Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock 

of their iniquity before their face: should I be inquired of at all by them? 

 
4  Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of 

the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of 

his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that 

cometh according to the multitude of his idols; 

 
5  That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from 

me through their idols. 

 
6  Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn 

yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations. 

 
7  For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which 

separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the 

stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him 

concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself: 

 

6.  Ezekiel 33 : 11, 12 (to ;) 

 
11  Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 

ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 

 
12  Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the 

righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the wickedness of 

the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness;  

 

7.  Daniel 9 : 1 (to 1st ,), 2-7 (to 6th ,), 13, 17 

 
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus,  

 
2  In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, 

whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish 

seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 

 
3  And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, 

and sackcloth, and ashes: 
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4  And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the 

great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to 

them that keep his commandments; 

 
5  We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 

rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 

 
6  Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to 

our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

 
7 O LORD, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; 

to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel,  

 
13  As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our 

prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand 

thy truth. 

 
17  Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and 

cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. 

 

8.  Daniel 10 : 10-12 (to 5th ,) 

 
10  And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of 

my hands. 

 
11  And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak 

unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this 

word unto me, I stood trembling. 

 
12  Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine 

heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard,  

 

9.  Hosea 1 : 4 (to said) 

 
4  And the LORD said … 

 

10.  Hosea 2 : 19 (1st I), 20, 23 (and I will have) 

 
19  …I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, 

and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. 
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20  I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD. 

 
23  …and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them 

which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  578 : 5 only 

 

[DIVINE LOVE] is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 

2.  503 : 12-15 

 

Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, "God is All-in-

all," and the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe. 

 

3.  412 : 1-4 

 

The great fact that God lovingly governs all, never punishing aught but sin, is your standpoint, 

from which to advance and destroy the human fear of sickness. 

 

4.  537 : 13-18 

 

"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." Error excludes itself from harmony. Sin is 

its own punishment. Truth guards the gateway to harmony. Error tills its own barren soil and 

buries itself in the ground, since ground and dust stand for nothingness. 

 

5.  23 : 9 (suffering)-10 (to ,), 10 (eventually)-11 

 

…suffering is an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys, …eventually both sin and suffering 

will fall at the feet of everlasting Love.  

 

6.  536 : 10-29 

 

The way of error is awful to contemplate. The illusion of sin is without hope or God. If man's 

spiritual gravitation and attraction to one Father, in whom we " live, and move, and have our be-

ing," should be lost, and if man should be governed by corporeality instead of divine Principle, 

by body instead of by Soul, man would be annihilated. Created by flesh instead of by Spirit, 
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starting from matter instead of from God, mortal man would be governed by himself. The blind 

leading the blind, both would fall. 

 

Passions and appetites must end in pain. They are "of few days, and full of trouble." Their 

supposed joys are cheats. Their narrow limits belittle their gratifications, and hedge about their 

achievements with thorns.  

 

Mortal mind accepts the erroneous, material conception of life and joy, but the true idea is 

gained from the immortal side. Through toil, struggle, and sorrow, what do mortals attain? They 

give up their belief in perishable life and happiness; the mortal and material return to dust, and 

the immortal is reached. 

 

7.  447 : 12-16, 22-29 

 

Ignorance, subtlety, or false charity does not forever conceal error; evil will in time disclose and 

punish itself. The recuperative action of the system, when mentally sustained by Truth, goes on 

naturally. …A sinner is not reformed merely by assuring him that he cannot be a sinner because 

there is no sin. To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove the mask, point out 

the illusion, and thus get the victory over sin and so prove its unreality. The sick are not healed 

merely by declaring there is no sickness, but by knowing that there is none. 

 

8.  19 : 26-28 

 

If living in disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good. 

 

9.  253 : 18-19, 25-8 

 

If you believe in and practise wrong knowingly, you can at once change your course and do 

right. 

 

Do not believe in any supposed necessity for sin, disease, or death, knowing (as you ought to 

know) that God never requires obedience to a so-called material law, for no such law exists. The 

belief in sin and death is destroyed by the law of God, which is the law of Life instead of death, 

of harmony instead of discord, of Spirit instead of the flesh. 

 

The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to 

perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run, 

and not be weary; . . .walk, and not faint," who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or 

attain slowly and yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle 

between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory won. 
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10.  22 : 11-31 

 

"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh 

with you. "Occupy till I come!" Wait for your reward, and "be not weary in well doing." If your 

endeavors are beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor 

become a sluggard in the race. 

 

When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive 

according to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means 

that we shall be tried and purified. 

 

Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in immortality, boundless freedom, and sinless 

sense, is not reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning one's faith without works to 

another's vicarious effort. Whosoever believeth that wrath is righteous or that divinity is 

appeased by human suffering, does not understand God. 

  

Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves. 

 

11.  324 : 13-18 

 

Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the 

understanding that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer 

sin, sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of 

Spirit, or life in God. 

 

12.  340 : 15-29 

 

"Thou shalt have no other gods before me." (Exodus xx. 3.) The First Commandment is my 

favorite text. It demonstrates Christian Science. It inculcates the triunity of God, Spirit, Mind; it 

signifies that man shall have no other spirit or mind but God, eternal good, and that all men shall 

have one Mind. The divine Principle of the First Commandment bases the Science of being, by 

which man demonstrates health, holiness, and life eternal. One infinite God, good, unifies men 

and nations; constitutes the brotherhood of man; ends wars; fulfils the Scripture, "Love thy 

neighbor as thyself;" annihilates pagan and Christian idolatry, — whatever is wrong in social, 

civil, criminal, political, and religious codes; equalizes the sexes; annuls the curse on man, and 

leaves nothing that can sin, suffer, be punished or destroyed.  
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


