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SUNDAY APRIL 2, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—UNREALITY 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: JOB 5 : 8 

 

 
 

“I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause.” 

 
  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Job 5 : 9, 12-15, 19-21, 24 

 

 

9.  Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvelous things without number. 

 

12.  He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their 

enterprise. 

 

13.  He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried 

headlong. 

 

14.  They meet with darkness in the daytime, and grope in the noonday as in the night. 

 

15.  But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the 

mighty.  

 

19.  He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 

 

20.  In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword. 

 

21.  Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of 

destruction when it cometh. 

 

24.  And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Psalm 37 : 39 (the salvation), 40 

 
39  …the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble. 
 

40  And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, 

and save them, because they trust in him. 

 

2.  Proverbs 3 : 5-8 

 
5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
 

6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
 

7  Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 
 

8  It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 

 

3.  Isaiah 7 : 1-3 (to 2nd ,), 4-7 

 
1 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of 

Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went 

up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.  

 
2  And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his 

heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the 

wind.  

 
3  Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz,  
 

4  And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two 

tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son 

of Remaliah.  

 
5  Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, 

saying,  
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6  Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a 

king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:  

 
7  Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass. 

 

4.  Isaiah 8 : 10, 19-22 

 
10  Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: 

for God is with us. 

 
19  And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 

wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living 

to the dead?  

 
20  To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it 

is because there is no light in them.  

 
21  And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that 

when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, 

and look upward.  

 
22  And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; 

and they shall be driven to darkness. 

 

5.  Isaiah 31 : 1 

 
1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, 

because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not 

unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! 

 

6.  Matthew 15 : 21-28, 31 (and they) 

 
21  Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.  

 
22  And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, 

saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed 

with a devil.  

 
23  But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send 

her away; for she crieth after us.  
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24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  

 
25  Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.  

 
26  But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to 

dogs.  

 
27  And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ 

table.  

 
28  Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even 

as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

 
31  …and they glorified the God of Israel. 

 

7.  Isaiah 59 : 1, 2, 9, 20, 21 

 
1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that 

it cannot hear: 
 

2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have 

hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

 
9  Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but 

behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness. 

 
20  And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in 

Jacob, saith the LORD. 
 

21  As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, 

and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 

of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from 

henceforth and for ever. 

 

8.  Isaiah 60 : 1-3, 19, 20 
 

1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 
 

2  For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but 

the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 
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3  And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 
 
19  The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light 

unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 
 

20  Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord 

 shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 
1.  71 : 1-2 (to 1st .) 
 
Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. 
 

2.  468 : 12-13 
 
Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. 
 

3.  143 : 26-27 
 
Mind is the grand creator, and there can be no power except that which is derived from Mind. 
 

4.  202 : 24-30 
 
Our beliefs about a Supreme Being contradict the practice growing out of them. Error abounds 

where Truth should "much more abound." We admit that God has almighty power, is "a very 

present help in trouble;" and yet we rely on a drug or hypnotism to heal disease, as if senseless 

matter or erring mortal mind had more power than omnipotent Spirit. 
 

5.  143 : 5-12 
 
It is plain that God does not employ drugs or hygiene, nor provide them for human use; else 

Jesus would have recommended and employed them in his healing. The sick are more 

deplorably lost than the sinning, if the sick cannot rely on God for help and the sinning can. The 

divine Mind never called matter medicine, and matter required a material and human belief 

before it could be considered as medicine.  
 

6.  xi : 9-21 
 
The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from the operation of 

divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in human consciousness and 
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disappear as naturally and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation. 

Now, as then, these mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign 

of Immanuel, or "God with us," — a divine influence ever present in human consciousness and 

repeating itself, coming now as was promised aforetime,  

  

       To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense],   

       And recovering of sight to the blind, 

   To set at liberty them that are bruised.  

 

7.  169 : 29-6 

 

Whatever teaches man to have other laws and to acknowledge other powers than the 

divine Mind, is anti-Christian. The good that a poisonous drug seems to do is evil, for it robs 

man of reliance on God, omnipotent Mind, and according to belief, poisons the human system. 

Truth is not the basis of theogony. Modes of matter form neither a moral nor a spiritual system. 

The discord which calls for material methods is the result of the exercise of faith in material 

modes, — faith in matter instead of in Spirit.  

 

8.  353 : 2-12, 22-24 

 

Sin, disease, whatever seems real to material sense, is unreal in divine Science. The physical 

senses and Science have ever been antagonistic, and they will so continue, till the testimony of 

the physical senses yields entirely to Christian Science.  

  

How can a Christian, having the stronger evidence of Truth which contradicts the evidence of 

error, think of the latter as real or true, either in the form of sickness or of sin? All must admit 

that Christ is "the way, the truth, and the life," and that omnipotent Truth certainly does destroy 

error.  

 

When we learn that error is not real, we shall be ready for progress, “forgetting those things 

which are behind.” 

 

9.  186 : 5-16 

 

Christian Science destroys material beliefs through the understanding of Spirit, and the 

thoroughness of this work determines health. Erring human mind-forces can work only evil 

under whatever name or pretence they are employed; for Spirit and matter, good and evil, light 

and darkness, cannot mingle. 
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Evil is a negation, because it is the absence of truth. It is nothing, because it is the absence of 

something. It is unreal, because it presupposes the absence of God, the omnipotent and 

omnipresent. Every mortal must learn that there is neither power nor reality in evil. 
 

10.  215 : 15-21 
 
We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness to 

be only a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the 

appearance of reality. So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the suppositional absence of 

Life, God, and flee as phantoms of error before truth and love.  
 

11.  203 : 13-16 
 
Spiritual perception brings out the possibilities of being, destroys reliance on aught but God, and 

so makes man the image of his Maker in deed and in truth. 
 

12.  192 : 4-10 (to 2nd .), 17-26 
 
We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false and grasp the 

true. We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human opinions are not 

spiritual. They come from the hearing of the ear, from corporeality instead of from Principle, 

and from the mortal instead of from the immortal. Spirit is not separate from God. Spirit is God. 
 
Moral and spiritual might belong to Spirit, who holds the “wind in his fists;” and this teaching 

accords with Science and harmony. In Science, you can have no power opposed to God, and the 

physical senses must give up their false testimony. Your influence for good depends upon the 

weight you throw into the right scale. The good you do and embody gives you the only power 

obtainable. Evil is not power. It is a mockery of strength, which erelong betrays its weakness 

and falls, never to rise. 
 

13.  167 : 22-31 
 
It is not wise to take a halting and half-way position or to expect to work equally with Spirit and 

matter, Truth and error. There, is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which leads to 

spiritual being. The scientific government of the body must be attained through the divine Mind. 

It is impossible to gain control over the body in any other way. On this fundamental point, timid 

conservatism is absolutely inadmissible. Only through radical reliance on Truth can scientific 

healing power be realized.  
 

14.  vii : 1-2 
 
To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings.  
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY APRIL 9, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL? 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 27 : 1 

 

 
 

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  

the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

 
  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 27 : 3-5, 8, 11, 13, 14 

 

3.  Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should 

rise against me, in this will I be confident. 

 

4.  One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house 

of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in 

his temple. 

 

5.  For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle 

shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 

 

8.  When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 

 

11.  Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. 

 

13.  I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the 

living. 

 

14.  Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on 

the LORD. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1.  Isaiah 43 : 1 (thus) (to 4th ,) 

 
1 …thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, 
 
2.  Isaiah 41 : 10-13, 17-20 
 
10  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen 

thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 
 

11  Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they 

shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish. 
 

12  Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee: they 

that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 
 

13  For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help 

thee. 
 
17  When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, 

I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 
 

18  I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the 

wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 
 

19  I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; 

I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together: 
 

20 That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of 

the LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it. 
 
3.  Exodus 15 : 26 (for) 
 
26  …for I am the LORD that healeth thee. 
 
4.  Matthew 8 : 14-17 
 
14  And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a 

fever.  
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15  And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them. 

 
16  When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: 

and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:  

 
17  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took 

our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. 

 

5.  Matthew 9 : 1-8 

 
1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.  

 
2  And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus 

seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 

forgiven thee.  

 
3  And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.  
 

4  And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?  
 

5  For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?  

 
6  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith 

he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.  

 
7  And he arose, and departed to his house.  

 
8  But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such 

power unto men. 

 

6.  Luke 7 : 11-15 

 
11  And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his 

disciples went with him, and much people.  

 
12  Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, 

the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with 

her.  

 
13  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.  
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14  And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young 

man, I say unto thee, Arise.  

 
15  And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 

 

7.  Psalm 91 : 1-16 

 
1  He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the 

Almighty. 
 

2  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 
 

3  Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome 

pestilence. 
 

4  He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall 

be thy shield and buckler. 
 

5  Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 
 

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at 

noonday. 
 

7  A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come 

nigh thee. 
 

8  Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. 
 

9  Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy 

habitation; 
 

10  There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 
 

11  For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 
 

12  They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
 

13  Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou 

trample under feet. 
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14  Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, 

because he hath known my name. 
 

15  He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver 

him, and honour him. 
 

16  With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  410 : 29-30 

 

Christian scientific practice begins with Christ's keynote of harmony, "Be not afraid!" 

 

2.  444 : 10-12 

 

Step by step will those who trust Him find that "God is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble."  

 

3.  445 : 19-21 

 

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates the 

unlabored motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. 

 

4.  412 : 13-27 

 

The power of Christian Science and divine Love is omnipotent. It is indeed adequate to unclasp 

the hold and to destroy disease, sin, and death. 

  

To prevent disease or to cure it, the power of Truth, of divine Spirit, must break the dream of the 

material senses. To heal by argument, find the type of the ailment, get its name, and array your 

mental plea against the physical. Argue at first mentally, not audibly, that the patient has no 

disease, and conform the argument so as to destroy the evidence of disease. Mentally insist that 

harmony is the fact, and that sickness is a temporal dream. Realize the presence of health and 

the fact of harmonious being, until the body corresponds with the normal conditions of health 

and harmony. 
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5.  410 : 14-21 

 

Every trial of our faith in God makes us stronger. The more difficult seems the material 

condition to be overcome by Spirit, the stronger should be our faith and the purer our love. The 

Apostle John says: "There is no fear in Love, but perfect Love casteth out fear. . . . He that 

feareth is not made perfect in Love." Here is a definite and inspired proclamation of Christian 

Science. 

 

6.  414 : 19-5 

 

The Christian Scientist's argument rests on the Christianly scientific basis of being. The 

Scripture declares, "The Lord He is God [good]; there is none else beside Him." Even so, 

harmony is universal, and discord is unreal. Christian Science declares that Mind is substance, 

also that matter neither feels, suffers, nor enjoys. Hold these points strongly in view. Keep in 

mind the verity of being, — that man is the image and likeness of God, in whom all being is 

painless and permanent. Remember that man's perfection is real and unimpeachable, whereas 

imperfection is blameworthy, unreal, and is not brought about by divine Love. 

  

Matter cannot be inflamed. Inflammation is fear, an excited state of mortals which is not normal. 

Immortal Mind is the only cause; therefore disease is neither a cause nor an effect. Mind in 

every case is the eternal God, good. Sin, disease, and death have no foundations in Truth.  

 

7.  418 : 20-7 

 

Truth is affirmative, and confers harmony. All metaphysical logic is inspired by this simple rule 

of Truth, which governs all reality. By the truthful arguments you employ, and especially by the 

spirit of Truth and Love which you entertain, you will heal the sick. 

  

Include moral as well as physical belief in your efforts to destroy error. Cast out all manner of 

evil. "Preach the gospel to every creature." Speak the truth to every form of error. Tumors, 

ulcers, tubercles, inflammation, pain, deformed joints, are waking dream-shadows, dark images 

of mortal thought, which flee before the light of Truth. 

 

A moral question may hinder the recovery of the sick. Lurking error, lust, envy, revenge, malice, 

or hate will perpetuate or even create the belief in disease. Errors of all sorts tend in this 

direction. Your true course is to destroy the foe, and leave the field to God, Life, Truth, and 

Love, remembering that God and His ideas alone are real and harmonious. 
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8.  402 : 8-18 

 

The time approaches when mortal mind will forsake its corporeal, structural, and material basis, 

when immortal Mind and its formations will be apprehended in Science, and material beliefs 

will not interfere with spiritual facts. Man is indestructible and eternal. Sometime it will be 

learned that mortal mind constructs the mortal body with this mind's own mortal materials. In 

Science, no breakage nor dislocation can really occur. You say that accidents, injuries, and 

disease kill man, but this is not true. The life of man is Mind. 

 

9.  424 : 5-11 

 

Accidents are unknown to God, or immortal Mind, and we must leave the mortal basis of belief 

and unite with the one Mind, in order to change the notion of chance to the proper sense of 

God's unerring direction and thus bring out harmony. 

  

Under divine Providence there can be no accidents, since there is no room for imperfection in 

perfection. 

 

10.  425 : 14-28 

 

If the body is diseased, this is but one of the beliefs of mortal mind. Mortal man will be less 

mortal, when he learns that matter never sustained existence and can never destroy God, who is 

man's Life. When this is understood, mankind will be more spiritual and know that there is 

nothing to consume, since Spirit, God, is All-in-all. What if the belief is consumption? God is 

more to a man than his belief, and the less we acknowledge matter or its laws, the more 

immortality we possess. Consciousness constructs a better body when faith in matter has been 

conquered. Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. 

You will never fear again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any por-

tion of the body can destroy you. 

 

11.  427 : 13-16, 26-2 

 

Death is but another phase of the dream that existence can be material. Nothing can interfere 

with the harmony of being nor end the existence of man in Science. 

 

Called to the bed of death, what material remedy has man when all such remedies have failed? 

Spirit is his last resort, but it should have been his first and only resort. The dream of death must 

be mastered by Mind here or hereafter. Thought will waken from its own material declaration, "I 

am dead," to catch this trumpet-word of Truth, "There is no death, no inaction, diseased action, 

overaction, nor reaction." 
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12.  442 : 19-22 

 

An improved belief cannot retrograde. When Christ changes a belief of sin or of sickness into a 

better belief, then belief melts into spiritual understanding, and sin, disease, and death disappear. 

 

13.  380 : 4 only 

 

Truth is always the victor. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY APRIL 16, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: ROMANS 5 : 11 

 

 
 

“We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by  

whom we have now received the atonement.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: II Corinthians 5 : 14-20 

 

 

14.  For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 

were all dead: 

 

15.  And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 

but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 

 

16.  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known 

Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 

 

17.  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new. 

 

18.  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 

given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 

 

19.  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 

trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

 

20.  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray 

you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1.  John 1 : 6, 7, 29 

 
6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

 
7  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might 

believe. 

 
29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 

2.  John 9 : 1-7 

 
1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.  

 
2  And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 

was born blind?  

 
3  Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God 

should be made manifest in him.  

 
4  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 

man can work.  

 
5  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.  

 
6  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he 

anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,  

 
7  And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He 

went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 

 

3.  John 10 : 24, 25, 30-38 

 
24  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 

doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.  
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25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s 

name, they bear witness of me. 

 
30  I and my Father are one. 

 
31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.  

 
32  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of 

those works do ye stone me?  

 
33  The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; 

and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.  

 
34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?  

 
35  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be 

broken;  

 
36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou 

blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?  

 
37  If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.  

 
38  But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, 

that the Father is in me, and I in him. 

 

4.  John 13 : 1, 31 (Jesus), 33 

 
1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 

should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the 

world, he loved them unto the end. 

 
31  Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 

 
33  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the 

Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you. 

 

5.  John 14 : 1, 12 (to 2nd ;) 

 
1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
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12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 

also; and greater works than these shall he do; 

 

6.  John 16 : 32, 33 

 
32  Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his 

own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.  

 
33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye 

shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

 

7.  John 18 : 1, 3-5 (to 2nd .) 

 
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook 

Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples. 

 
3 Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and 

Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.  

 
4  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto 

them, Whom seek ye?  

 
5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. 

 

8.  John 19 : 16 (And), 18 (to 1st ,) 

 
16  And they took Jesus, and led him away. 

 
18  Where they crucified him,  

 

9.  John 20 : 1, 11-17 

 
1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the 

sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

 
11  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, 

and looked into the sepulchre,  
12  And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where 

the body of Jesus had lain.  
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13  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they 

have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 

 
14  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew 

not that it was Jesus.  

 
15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing 

him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where 

thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.  

 
16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to 

say, Master.  

 
17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my 

brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, 

and your God. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  465 : 17 (Principle)-1 

 

Principle and its idea is one, and this one is God, omnipotent, omniscient, and omni-present 

Being, and His reflection is man and the universe.  

 

2.  203 : 7-12 

 

If God were understood instead of being merely believed, this understanding would establish 

health. The accusation of the rabbis, "He made himself the Son of God," was really the 

justification of Jesus, for to the Christian the only true spirit is Godlike.  

 

3.  18 : 3-5, 13-14 (to ,) 

 

Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this we owe 

him endless homage. 
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The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine Principle of 

Christ is God, 

 

4.  20 : 14-23 

 

Jesus bore our infirmities; he knew the error of mortal belief, and "with his stripes [the rejection 

of error] we are healed." "Despised and rejected of men," returning blessing for cursing, he 

taught mortals the opposite of themselves, even the nature of God; and when error felt the power 

of Truth, the scourge and the cross awaited the great Teacher. Yet he swerved not, well knowing 

that to obey the divine order and trust God, saves retracing and traversing anew the path from 

sin to holiness. 

 

5.  50 : 26-31 

 

The burden of that hour was terrible beyond human conception. The distrust of mortal minds, 

disbelieving the purpose of his mission, was a million times sharper than the thorns which 

pierced his flesh. The real cross, which Jesus bore up the hill of grief, was the world's hatred of 

Truth and Love. 

 

6.  51 : 1-24 

 

It was the possible loss of something more important than human life which moved him, — the 

possible misapprehension of the sublimest influence of his career. This dread added the drop of 

gall to his cup. 

 

Jesus could have withdrawn himself from his enemies. He had power to lay down a human 

sense of life for his spiritual identity in the likeness of the divine; but he allowed men to attempt 

the destruction of the mortal body in order that he might furnish the proof of immortal life. 

Nothing could kill this Life of man. Jesus could give his temporal life into his enemies' hands; 

but when his earth-mission was accomplished, his spiritual life, indestructible and eternal, was 

found forever the same. He knew that matter had no life and that real Life is God; therefore he 

could no more be separated from his spiritual Life than God could be extinguished. 

 

His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through doing the works 

which he did and taught others to do. His purpose in healing was not alone to restore health, but 

to demonstrate his divine Principle. He was inspired by God, by Truth and Love, in all that he 

said and did. 
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7.  34 : 18-23 

 

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more spiritual and understood better what 

the Master had taught. His resurrection was also their resurrection. It helped them to raise 

themselves and others from spiritual dulness and blind belief in God into the perception of 

infinite possibilities. 

 

8.  54 : 8-28 

 

Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in 

Christ, the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or 

sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus' intense human sacrifice. In witness of 

his divine commission, he presented the proof that Life, Truth, and Love heal the sick and the 

sinning, and triumph over death through Mind, not matter. This was the highest proof he could 

have offered of divine Love. His hearers understood neither his words nor his works. They  

would not accept his meek interpretation of life nor follow his example. 

 

His earthly cup of bitterness was drained to the dregs. There adhered to him only a few 

unpretentious friends, whose religion was something more than a name. It was so vital, that it 

enabled them to understand the Nazarene and to share the glory of eternal life. He said that those 

who followed him should drink of his cup, and history has confirmed the prediction. 

 

9.  19 : 17-26 

 

Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed, 

will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner 

continues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement,— in the at-

one-ment with God,— for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and enables 

man to do the will of wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the divine 

Principle of the teachings and practice of our Master have no part in God. 

 

10.  35 : 19 only, 27-29 

 

Our baptism is a purification from all error. …Our cup is the cross. Our wine the inspiration of 

Love, the draught our Master drank and commended to his followers. 

 

11.  21 : 1-14 

 

If Truth is overcoming error in your daily walk and conversation, you can finally say, "I have 

fought a good fight . . . I have kept the faith," because you are a better man. This is having our 
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part in the at-one-ment with Truth and Love. Christians do not continue to labor and pray, 

expecting because of another's goodness, suffering, and triumph, that they shall reach his 

harmony and reward. 

 

If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns away from 

material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in 

earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the right direction, till at last he finishes his 

course with joy. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY APRIL 23, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: LAMENTATIONS 3 : 26 

 

 
 

“It is good that a man should both hope  

and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.” 

 
  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Lamentations 3 : 22-25 

 Psalm 26 : 2, 3 

 

 

22.  It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 

 

23.  They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 

 

24.  The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. 

 

25.  The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 

 

2.  Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. 

 

3.  For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Philippians 2 : 12 (work)-16 (to ;) 

 
12  …work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

 
13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  

 
14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  

 
15  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of 

a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  

 
16  Holding forth the word of life;  

 

2.  Proverbs 8 : 32-35 

 
32  Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways. 
 

33  Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. 
 

34  Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my 

doors. 
 

35  For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. 

 

3.  Ezekiel 37 : 1-4, 7, 10, 12, 14 

 
1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set 

me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones,  

 
2  And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the 

open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.  

 
3  And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, 

thou knowest. 
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4  Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, 

hear the word of the LORD. 

 
7  So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold 

a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. 

 
10  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 

stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 

  
12  Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I 

will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into 

the land of Israel. 

 
14  And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: 

then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD. 

 

4.  Psalm 16 : 1, 5, 7, 9-11 

 
1 Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust. 

 
5  The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. 

 
7  I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night 

seasons. 

 
9  Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

 
10  For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 

corruption. 

 
11  Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand 

there are pleasures for evermore. 

 

5.  Luke 3 : 2 (the word)-6, 21, 22 

 
2  …the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 

 
3  And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for 

the remission of sins; 
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4  As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one 

crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 
5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 

 
6  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

 
21  Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, 

and praying, the heaven was opened, 

 
22  And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came 

from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 

 

6.  Luke 15 : 1-7 

 
1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. 

 
2  And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth 

with them. 

 
3  And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 

 
4  What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the 

ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 

 
5  And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

 
6  And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto 

them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. 
 

7  I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more 

than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 

 

7.  John 5 : 24 

 
24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. 
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8.  I Peter 1 : 3-9 

 
3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 

mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, 

 
4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 

heaven for you, 

 
5  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. 

 
6  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 

through manifold temptations: 

 
7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though 

it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 

Jesus Christ: 

 
8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 

rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 

 
9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

 

 

Science and Health 
 

1.  76 : 6-8 (to ;), 22-6 

 

When being is understood, Life will be recognized as neither material nor finite, but as infinite, 

— as God, universal good; 

 

The sinless joy, — the perfect harmony and immortality of Life, possessing unlimited divine 

beauty and goodness without a single bodily pleasure or pain, — constitutes the only veritable, 

indestructible man, whose being is spiritual. This state of existence is scientific and intact, — a 

perfection discernible only by those who have the final understanding of Christ in divine 

Science. Death can never hasten this state of existence, for death must be overcome, not 

submitted to, before immortality appears. 
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The recognition of Spirit and of infinity comes not suddenly here or hereafter. The pious 

Polycarp said: "I cannot turn at once from good to evil." Neither do other mortals accomplish 

the change from error to truth at a single bound. 
 
Existence continues to be a belief of corporeal sense until the Science of being is reached. 
 
2.  291 : 9-13 
 
Mortals need not fancy that belief in the experience of death will awaken them to glorified 

being. 
 
Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them. 
 

3.  593 : 20-22 
 
SALVATION. Life, Truth, and Love understood and demonstrated as supreme over all; sin, 

sickness, and death destroyed. 
 
4.  22 : 11-22, 30-31 
 
"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh 

with you. "Occupy till I come!" Wait for your reward, and "be not weary in well doing." If your 

endeavors are beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor 

become a sluggard in the race. 
 
When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive 

according to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means 

that we shall be tried and purified. 
 
Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves. 
 

5.  327 : 1-7, 17-21 
 
Reform comes by understanding that there is no abiding pleasure in evil, and also by gaining an 

affection for good according to Science, which reveals the immortal fact that neither pleasure 

nor pain, appetite nor passion, can exist in or of matter, while divine Mind can and does destroy 

the false beliefs of pleasure, pain, or fear and all the sinful appetites of the human mind. 
 
To the physical senses, the strict demands of Christian Science seem peremptory; but mortals 

are hastening to learn that Life is God, good, and that evil has in reality neither place nor power 

in the human or the divine economy. 
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6.  426 : 5-29 

 

The discoverer of Christian Science finds the path less difficult when she has the high goal 

always before her thoughts, than when she counts her footsteps in endeavoring to reach it. When 

the destination is desirable, expectation speeds our progress. The struggle for Truth makes one 

strong instead of weak, resting instead of wearying one. If the belief in death were obliterated, 

and the understanding obtained that there is no death, this would be a "tree of life," known 

by its fruits. Man should renew his energies and endeavors, and see the folly of hypocrisy, while 

also learning the necessity of working out his own salvation. When it is learned that disease 

cannot destroy life, and that mortals are not saved from sin or sickness by death, this 

understanding will quicken into newness of life. It will master either a desire to die or a dread of 

the grave, and thus destroy the great fear that besets mortal existence. 

  

The relinquishment of all faith in death and also of the fear of its sting would raise the standard 

of health and morals far beyond its present elevation, and would enable us to hold the banner of 

Christianity aloft with unflinching faith in God, in Life eternal. Sin brought death, and death will 

disappear with the disappearance of sin.  

 

7.  253 : 9-21, 25-31 

 

I hope, dear reader, I am leading you into the understanding of your divine rights, your heaven-

bestowed harmony, — that, as you read, you see there is no cause (outside of erring, mortal, 

material sense which is not power) able to make you sick or sinful; and I hope that you are 

conquering this false sense. Knowing the falsity of so-called material sense, you can assert your 

prerogative to overcome the belief in sin, disease, or death. 

 

If you believe in and practise wrong knowingly, you can at once change your course and do 

right. Matter can make no opposition to right endeavors against sin or sickness, for matter is 

inert, mindless.  

 

Do not believe in any supposed necessity for sin, disease, or death, knowing (as you ought to 

know) that God never requires obedience to a so-called material law, for no such law exists. The 

belief in sin and death is destroyed by the law of God, which is the law of Life instead of death, 

of harmony instead of discord, of Spirit instead of the flesh. 

 

8.  323 : 19-27 

 

When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, they will be 

receptive of divine Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from material sense,  
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removes thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to the contemplation of some- 

thing better than disease or sin. The true idea of God gives the true understanding of Life and 

Love, robs the grave of victory, takes away all sin and the delusion that there are other minds, 

and destroys mortality.  

 

9.  99 : 23-29 

 

The calm, strong currents of true spirituality, the manifestations of which are health, purity, and 

self-immolation, must deepen human experience, until the beliefs of material existence are seen 

to be a bald imposition, and sin, disease, and death give everlasting place to the scientific 

demonstration of divine Spirit and to God's spiritual, perfect man. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY APRIL 30, 2017 

 
 

SUBJECT—EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT 
 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: II PETER 3 : 9 

 

 
 

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;  

but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,  

but that all should come to repentance.” 

 
 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Deuteronomy 5 : 1, 2, 5-10 
 
 

1.  And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and 

judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do 

them. 

 

2.  The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 

 

5.  (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the word of the LORD: for 

ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying, 

 

6.  I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 

bondage. 

 

7.  Thou shalt have none other gods before me. 

 

8.  Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth: 

 

9.  Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 

generation of them that hate me, 

 

10.  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Psalm 23 : 1 

 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 

2.  Psalm 25 : 4, 5, 8-10 

 
4  Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 

 
5  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I 

wait all the day. 

 
8  Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 

 
9  The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. 

 
10  All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his 

testimonies. 

 

3.  Ezekiel 1 : 2, 3 (to 1st ,) 

 
2  In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity, 

 
3  The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest,  

 

4.  Ezekiel 2 : 2 

 
2  And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I 

heard him that spake unto me. 

 

5.  Ezekiel 14 : 1-7 

 
1 Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. 

 
2  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
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3  Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock 

of their iniquity before their face: should I be inquired of at all by them? 

 
4  Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of 

the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of 

his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that 

cometh according to the multitude of his idols; 

 
5  That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from 

me through their idols. 

 
6  Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn 

yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations. 

 
7  For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which 

separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the 

stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him 

concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself: 

 

6.  Ezekiel 33 : 11, 12 (to ;) 

 
11  Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 

ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 

 
12  Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the 

righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the wickedness of 

the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness;  

 

7.  Daniel 9 : 1 (to 1st ,), 2-7 (to 6th ,), 13, 17 

 
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus,  

 
2  In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, 

whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish 

seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 

 
3  And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, 

and sackcloth, and ashes: 
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4  And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the 

great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to 

them that keep his commandments; 

 
5  We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 

rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 

 
6  Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to 

our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

 
7 O LORD, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; 

to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel,  

 
13  As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our 

prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand 

thy truth. 

 
17  Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and 

cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. 

 

8.  Daniel 10 : 10-12 (to 5th ,) 

 
10  And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of 

my hands. 

 
11  And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak 

unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this 

word unto me, I stood trembling. 

 
12  Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine 

heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard,  

 

9.  Hosea 1 : 4 (to said) 

 
4  And the LORD said … 

 

10.  Hosea 2 : 19 (1st I), 20, 23 (and I will have) 

 
19  …I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, 

and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. 
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20  I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD. 

 
23  …and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them 

which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  578 : 5 only 

 

[DIVINE LOVE] is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 

2.  503 : 12-15 

 

Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, "God is All-in-

all," and the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe. 

 

3.  412 : 1-4 

 

The great fact that God lovingly governs all, never punishing aught but sin, is your standpoint, 

from which to advance and destroy the human fear of sickness. 

 

4.  537 : 13-18 

 

"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." Error excludes itself from harmony. Sin is 

its own punishment. Truth guards the gateway to harmony. Error tills its own barren soil and 

buries itself in the ground, since ground and dust stand for nothingness. 

 

5.  23 : 9 (suffering)-10 (to ,), 10 (eventually)-11 

 

…suffering is an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys, …eventually both sin and suffering 

will fall at the feet of everlasting Love.  

 

6.  536 : 10-29 

 

The way of error is awful to contemplate. The illusion of sin is without hope or God. If man's 

spiritual gravitation and attraction to one Father, in whom we " live, and move, and have our be-

ing," should be lost, and if man should be governed by corporeality instead of divine Principle, 

by body instead of by Soul, man would be annihilated. Created by flesh instead of by Spirit, 
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starting from matter instead of from God, mortal man would be governed by himself. The blind 

leading the blind, both would fall. 

 

Passions and appetites must end in pain. They are "of few days, and full of trouble." Their 

supposed joys are cheats. Their narrow limits belittle their gratifications, and hedge about their 

achievements with thorns.  

 

Mortal mind accepts the erroneous, material conception of life and joy, but the true idea is 

gained from the immortal side. Through toil, struggle, and sorrow, what do mortals attain? They 

give up their belief in perishable life and happiness; the mortal and material return to dust, and 

the immortal is reached. 

 

7.  447 : 12-16, 22-29 

 

Ignorance, subtlety, or false charity does not forever conceal error; evil will in time disclose and 

punish itself. The recuperative action of the system, when mentally sustained by Truth, goes on 

naturally. …A sinner is not reformed merely by assuring him that he cannot be a sinner because 

there is no sin. To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove the mask, point out 

the illusion, and thus get the victory over sin and so prove its unreality. The sick are not healed 

merely by declaring there is no sickness, but by knowing that there is none. 

 

8.  19 : 26-28 

 

If living in disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good. 

 

9.  253 : 18-19, 25-8 

 

If you believe in and practise wrong knowingly, you can at once change your course and do 

right. 

 

Do not believe in any supposed necessity for sin, disease, or death, knowing (as you ought to 

know) that God never requires obedience to a so-called material law, for no such law exists. The 

belief in sin and death is destroyed by the law of God, which is the law of Life instead of death, 

of harmony instead of discord, of Spirit instead of the flesh. 

 

The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to 

perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run, 

and not be weary; . . .walk, and not faint," who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or 

attain slowly and yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle 

between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory won. 
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10.  22 : 11-31 

 

"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh 

with you. "Occupy till I come!" Wait for your reward, and "be not weary in well doing." If your 

endeavors are beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor 

become a sluggard in the race. 

 

When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive 

according to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means 

that we shall be tried and purified. 

 

Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in immortality, boundless freedom, and sinless 

sense, is not reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning one's faith without works to 

another's vicarious effort. Whosoever believeth that wrath is righteous or that divinity is 

appeased by human suffering, does not understand God. 

  

Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves. 

 

11.  324 : 13-18 

 

Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the 

understanding that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer 

sin, sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of 

Spirit, or life in God. 

 

12.  340 : 15-29 

 

"Thou shalt have no other gods before me." (Exodus xx. 3.) The First Commandment is my 

favorite text. It demonstrates Christian Science. It inculcates the triunity of God, Spirit, Mind; it 

signifies that man shall have no other spirit or mind but God, eternal good, and that all men shall 

have one Mind. The divine Principle of the First Commandment bases the Science of being, by 

which man demonstrates health, holiness, and life eternal. One infinite God, good, unifies men 

and nations; constitutes the brotherhood of man; ends wars; fulfils the Scripture, "Love thy 

neighbor as thyself;" annihilates pagan and Christian idolatry, — whatever is wrong in social, 

civil, criminal, political, and religious codes; equalizes the sexes; annuls the curse on man, and 

leaves nothing that can sin, suffer, be punished or destroyed.  
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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