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SUNDAY MAY 29, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

    MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  DANIEL 4 : 35 

 

  
“He doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants  

of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” 

 
  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 32 : 1, 2, 7-11 

 

 

1.  Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

 

2.  Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there 

is no guile. 

 

7.  Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me 

about with songs of deliverance. 

 

8.  I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with 

mine eye. 

 

9.  Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must 

be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 

 

10.  Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall 

compass him about. 

 

11.  Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright 

in heart. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Psalm 119 : 1-3, 18 

 
1  Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD. 
 

2  Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. 
 

3  They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways. 

 
18  Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law. 

 

2.  Numbers 22 : 1-3 (to :), 5, 6 (to 1st :), 7, 12, 21, 22 (to 1st .), 23, 31, 34, 35, 38 

 
1 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on this side 

Jordan by Jericho.  

 
2  And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.  

 
3  And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many:  

 
5  He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the 

river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a 

people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over 

against me:  

 
6  Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me:  

 
7  And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination 

in their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak. 

 
12  And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: 

for they are blessed. 

21  And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of 

Moab. 
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22  And God’s anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the 

way for an adversary against him.  

23  And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his 

hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote 

the ass, to turn her into the way. 
 
31  Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in 

the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on 

his face. 
 
34  And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou 

stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back 

again.  
 
35  And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I 

shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 
 
38  And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to 

say any thing? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 
 
3.  Numbers 24 : 1, 10, 12, 13 
 
1 And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not, as at other 

times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness. 
 
10  And Balak’s anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands together: and 

Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast 

altogether blessed them these three times. 
 
12  And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers which thou sentest unto 

me, saying,  
 
13  If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the 

commandment of the LORD, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but what the 

LORD saith, that will I speak? 
 
4.  I Samuel 15 : 22 (Behold), 23 (to 1st .) 
 
22   Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  
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23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.  

 

5.  Jeremiah 7 : 23 (Obey) 

 
23  …Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all 

the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you. 

 

6.  Revelation 1 : 1 (to 1st ,), 4 (to :), 10, 11 (to 1st ,) 

 
1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ,  

 
4  John to the seven churches which are in Asia:  

 
10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,  

 
11  Saying,  

 

7.  Revelation 2 : 12 (to) (to 1st ;), 13, 14 (to 3rd ,), 16, 17 (to ;) 

 
12   …to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;  

 
13  I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest 

fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my 

faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.  

 
14  But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine 

of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel,  

 
16  Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword 

of my mouth.  

 
17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;  

 

8.  Ephesians 5 : 1, 6-10, 15-17 
 
1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 

 
6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of 

God upon the children of disobedience.  
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7  Be not ye therefore partakers with them.  
 
8  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of 

light:  
 
9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)  
 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
 
15  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,  
 
16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  

 
17  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
 

9.  I Peter 2 : 15 
 
15  For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish men: 
 
10.  I Peter 3 : 8, 10-12 (to :), 13 
 
8  Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be 

pitiful, be courteous: 

10  For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 

lips that they speak no guile:  

11  Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.  

12  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers:  

13  And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good? 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  471 : 18-19 

 

God is infinite, therefore ever present, and there is no other power nor presence. 
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2.  256 : 19-23 
 
Who is it that demands our obedience? He who, in the language of Scripture, "doeth according 

to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His 

hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?" 
 
3.  202 : 3-5 
 
The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and 

God's will must be universally done. 
 
4.  111 : 3 (I)-5 
 
…I find the will, or sensuous reason of the human mind, to be opposed to the divine Mind as 

expressed through divine Science.  
 
5.  597 : 20-26 
 
WILL. The motive-power of error; mortal belief; animal power. The might and wisdom of God.  

 "For this is the will of God." (I Thessalonians iv. 3.) 
  
Will, as a quality of so-called mortal mind, is a wrong-doer; hence it should not be confounded 

with the term as applied to Mind or to one of God's qualities.  
 
6.  490 : 4-11 
 
Human will is an animal propensity, not a faculty of Soul. Hence it cannot govern man aright. 

Christian Science reveals Truth and Love as the motive-powers of man. Will — blind, stubborn, 

and headlong — cooperates with appetite and passion. From this cooperation arises its evil. 

From this also comes its powerlessness, since all power belongs to God, good.  
 
7.  446 : 27-30 
 
The exercise of will brings on a hypnotic state, detrimental to health and integrity of thought. 

This must therefore be watched and guarded against. 
 
8.  234 : 9-12, 17-3 
 
We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard against false beliefs as 

watchfully as we bar our doors against the approach of thieves and murderers. 
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If mortals would keep proper ward over mortal mind, the brood of evils which infest it would be 

cleared out. We must begin with this so-called mind and empty it of sin and sickness, or sin and 

sickness will never cease. The present codes of human systems disappoint the weary searcher 

after a divine theology, adequate to the right education of human thought. 
 
Sin and disease must be thought before they can be manifested. You must control evil thoughts 

in the first instance, or they will control you in the second. Jesus declared that to look with 

desire on forbidden objects was to break a moral precept. He laid great stress on the action of the 

human mind, unseen to the senses.  
 
Evil thoughts and aims reach no farther and do no more harm than one's belief permits. Evil 

thoughts, lusts, and malicious purposes cannot go forth, like wandering pollen, from one human 

mind to another, finding unsuspected lodgment, if virtue and truth build a strong defence.  
 
9.  103 : 29-2 
 
In reality there is no mortal mind, and consequently no transference of mortal thought and will-

power. Life and being are of God. In Christian Science, man can do no harm, for scientific 

thoughts are true thoughts, passing from God to man. 
 
10.  104 : 13-18 
 
Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action, and reveals the theodicy which indicates 

the rightness of all divine action, as the emanation of divine Mind, and the consequent 

wrongness of the opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism, necromancy, mesmerism, animal 

magnetism, hypnotism.  
 

11.  144 : 16-18 
 
Willing the sick to recover is not the metaphysical practice of Christian Science, but is sheer 

animal magnetism. 
 

12.  185 : 22-20 
 
Jesus cast out evil and healed the sick, not only without drugs, but without hypnotism, which is 

the reverse of ethical and pathological Truth-power. 
 
Erroneous mental practice may seem for a time to benefit the sick, but the recovery is not 

permanent. This is because erroneous methods act on and through the material stratum of the 
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human mind, called brain, which is but a mortal consolidation of material mentality and its 

suppositional activities. 

 

A patient under the influence of mortal mind is healed only by removing the influence on him of 

this mind, by emptying his thought of the false stimulus and reaction of will-power and filling it 

with the divine energies of Truth. 

 

Christian Science destroys material beliefs through the understanding of Spirit, and the 

thoroughness of this work determines health. Erring human mind-forces can work only evil 

under whatever name or pretence they are employed; for Spirit and matter, good and evil, light 

and darkness, cannot mingle. 

 

Evil is a negation, because it is the absence of truth. It is nothing, because it is the absence of 

something. It is unreal, because it presupposes the absence of God, the omnipotent and 

omnipresent. Every mortal must learn that there is neither power nor reality in evil. 

 

Evil is self-assertive. It says: "I am a real entity, overmastering good." This falsehood should 

strip evil of all pretensions. The only power of evil is to destroy itself. It can never destroy one 

iota of good. 

 

13.  187 : 22 (There)-24 

 

There is no involuntary action. The divine Mind includes all action and volition, and man in 

Science is governed by this Mind. 

 

14.  251 : 15-27 

 

We must learn how mankind govern the body, — whether through faith in hygiene, in drugs, or 

in will-power. We should learn whether they govern the body through a belief in the necessity 

of sickness and death, sin and pardon, or govern it from the higher understanding that the divine 

Mind makes perfect, acts upon the so-called human mind through truth, leads the human mind to 

relinquish all error, to find the divine Mind to be the only Mind, and the healer of sin, disease, 

death. This process of higher spiritual understanding improves mankind until error disappears, 

and nothing is left which deserves to perish or to be punished.  
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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