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SUNDAY MAY 1, 2016

SUBJECT—EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT
GOLDEN TEXT: JOHN 4 : 36

“He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal:
that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.”

RESPONSIVE READING: II Corinthians 9 : 6-11

6.

This I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7.

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

8.

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

9.

(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness
remaineth for ever.

10.

Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

11.

Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving
to God.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 126 : 3-6

3

The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.

4

Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.

5

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

6

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

2.

Isaiah 33 : 10, 13, 15, 16, 20-22, 24

10

Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up myself.

13

Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might.

15

He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;

16

He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall
be given him; his waters shall be sure.

20

Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet
habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall
ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.

21

But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams;
wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby.

22

For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save
us.

24

And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven
their iniquity.
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3.

Matthew 13 : 1-3 (to 2nd ,), 24 (The)-30, 36-43

1

The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.

2

And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and
sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.

3

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying,

24

…The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:

25

But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his
way.

26

But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.

27

So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?

28

He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then
that we go and gather them up?

29

But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.

30

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but
gather the wheat into my barn.

36

Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto
him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.

37

He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;

38

The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the
children of the wicked one;

39

The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the
reapers are the angels.
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40

As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.

41

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity;

42

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

43

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath
ears to hear, let him hear.

4.

Matthew 12 : 11 (to 1st ,), 43-45

11

And he said unto them,

43

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest,
and findeth none.

44

Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come,
he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.

45

Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and
they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so
shall it be also unto this wicked generation.

5.

Galatians 5 : 16-18

16

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

18

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

6.

Galatians 6 : 2-5, 7-10, 16

2

Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

3

For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.
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4

But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone,
and not in another.

5

For every man shall bear his own burden.

7

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.

8

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

9

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

10

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who
are of the household of faith.

16

And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the
Israel of God.

Science and Health
1.

140 : 25-27

The Christian Science God is universal, eternal, divine Love, which changeth not and causeth no
evil, disease, nor death.
2.

465 : 14-15

The attributes of God are justice, mercy, wisdom, goodness, and so on.
3.

35 : 30-9

The design of Love is to reform the sinner. If the sinner's punishment here has been insufficient
to reform him, the good man's heaven would be a hell to the sinner. They, who know not purity
and affection by experience, can never find bliss in the blessed company of Truth and Love
simply through translation into another sphere. Divine Science reveals the necessity of sufficient
suffering, either before or after death, to quench the love of sin. To remit the penalty due for sin,
would be for Truth to pardon error. Escape from punishment is not in accordance with God's
government, since justice is the handmaid of mercy.
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36 : 19-29

A selfish and limited mind may be unjust, but the unlimited and divine Mind is the immortal law
of justice as well as of mercy. It is quite as impossible for sinners to receive their full
punishment this side of the grave as for this world to bestow on the righteous their full reward. It
is useless to suppose that the wicked can gloat over their offences to the last moment and then be
suddenly pardoned and pushed into heaven, or that the hand of Love is satisfied with giving us
only toil, sacrifice, cross-bearing, multiplied trials, and mockery of our motives in return for our
efforts at well doing.
5.

37 : 13-15

Consciousness of right-doing brings its own reward; but not amid the smoke of battle is merit
seen and appreciated by lookers-on.
6.

537 : 13-18

"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." Error excludes itself from harmony. Sin is
its own punishment. Truth guards the gateway to harmony. Error tills its own barren soil and
buries itself in the ground, since ground and dust stand for nothingness.
7.

404 : 9-16

A corrupt mind is manifested in a corrupt body. Lust, malice, and all sorts of evil are diseased
beliefs, and you can destroy them only by destroying the wicked motives which produce them.
If the evil is over in the repentant mortal mind, while its effects still remain on the individual,
you can remove this disorder as God's law is fulfilled and reformation cancels the crime. The
healthy sinner is the hardened sinner.
8.

405 : 1-11

The basic error is mortal mind. Hatred inflames the brutal propensities. The indulgence of evil
motives and aims makes any man, who is above the lowest type of manhood, a hopeless
sufferer.
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with
kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit with honesty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you would not cherish an army of conspirators
against health, happiness, and success.
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238 : 15-21

Unimproved opportunities will rebuke us when we attempt to claim the benefits of an
experience we have not made our own, try to reap the harvest we have not sown, and wish to
enter unlawfully into the labors of others. Truth often remains unsought, until we seek this
remedy for human woe because we suffer severely from error.
10.

239 : 11-15, 23-32

The wicked man is not the ruler of his upright neighbor. Let it be understood that success in
error is defeat in Truth. The watchword of Christian Science is Scriptural: "Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts."
Mortal mind is the acknowledged seat of human motives. It forms material concepts and
produces every discordant action of the body. If action proceeds from the divine Mind, action is
harmonious. If it comes from erring mortal mind, it is discordant and ends in sin, sickness,
death. Those two opposite sources never mingle in fount or stream. The perfect Mind sends
forth perfection, for God is Mind. Imperfect mortal mind sends forth its own resemblances, of
which the wise man said, “All is vanity.”
11.

595 : 5-6

TARES. Mortality; error; sin; sickness; disease; death.
12.

300 : 13-22

The temporal and unreal never touch the eternal and real. The mutable and imperfect never
touch the immutable and perfect. The inharmonious and self-destructive never touch the
harmonious and self-existent. These opposite qualities are the tares and wheat, which never
really mingle, though (to mortal sight) they grow side by side until the harvest; then, Science
separates the wheat from the tares, through the realization of God as ever present and of man as
reflecting the divine likeness.
13.

210 : 28-32

To mortal sense, sin and suffering are real, but immortal sense includes no evil nor pestilence.
Because immortal sense has no error of sense, it has no sense of error; therefore it is without a
destructive element.
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304 : 16-21

Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it. Divine Principle is
the Life of man. Man's happiness is not, therefore, at the disposal of physical sense. Truth is not
contaminated by error. Harmony in man is as beautiful as in music, and discord is unnatural,
unreal.
15.

291 : 13-18

Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are
harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of
his own, but in possession of "the mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says.
16.

372 : 14-17

When man demonstrates Christian Science absolutely, he will be perfect. He can neither sin,
suffer, be subject to matter, nor disobey the law of God. Therefore he will be as the angels in
heaven.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUBJECT—ADAM AND FALLEN MAN
GOLDEN TEXT: GENESIS 1 : 31

“God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 33 : 6, 9
Genesis 2 : 6-8, 21, 22
Genesis 3 : 23
6.

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath
of his mouth.

9.

For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.

6.

But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

7.

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

8.

And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom
he had formed.

21.

And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

22.

And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought
her unto the man.

23.

Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from
whence he was taken.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Exodus 20 : 1, 3, 4 (to 1st ,), 7 (to ;), 8, 12-17

1

And God spake all these words, saying,

3

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

4

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,

7

Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain;

8

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

12

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee.

13

Thou shalt not kill.

14

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

15

Thou shalt not steal.

16

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

17

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife,
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy
neighbour’s.

2.

Deuteronomy 6 : 24, 25

24

And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our
good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.

25

And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the
LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.
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3.

Genesis 4 : 1-13, 16

1

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten
a man from the LORD.

2

And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a
tiller of the ground.

3

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an
offering unto the LORD.

4

And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And
the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:

5

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his
countenance fell.

6

And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?

7

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the
door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

8

And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field,
that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

9

And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I
my brother’s keeper?

10

And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from
the ground.

11

And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
brother’s blood from thy hand;

12

When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13

And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.
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16

And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the
east of Eden.

4.

Ephesians 5 : 1, 2 (to 2nd ,), 5, 7, 8

1

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

2

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us,

5

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

7

Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

8

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of
light:

5.

I Corinthians 15 : 22

22

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

6.

Matthew 4 : 23

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

7.

Matthew 5 : 1, 2, 21-24, 38-41

1

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him:

2

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

21

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:

22

But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger
of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.
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23

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath
ought against thee;

24

Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy gift.

38

Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:

39

But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also.

40

And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke
also.

41

And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.

8.

Matthew 7 : 12

12

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them: for this is the law and the prophets.

9.

I John 3 : 11, 12 (to 1st .), 18, 23

11

For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one
another.

12

Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother.

18

My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

23

And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.

Science and Health
1.

174 : 17-20 (to 1st .)

The thunder of Sinai and the Sermon on the Mount are pursuing and will overtake the ages,
rebuking in their course all error and proclaiming the kingdom of heaven on earth.
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200 : 3 (the law)-7, 9-15

…the law of Sinai lifted thought into the song of David. Moses advanced a nation to the worship
of God in Spirit instead of matter, and illustrated the grand human capacities of being bestowed
by immortal Mind.
Life is, always has been, and ever will be independent of matter; for Life is God, and man is the
idea of God, not formed materially but spiritually, and not subject to decay and dust. The
Psalmist said: "Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put
all things under his feet."
3.

476 : 28-5

When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is
within you;" that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man, showing that man in God's image is
unfallen and eternal. Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where
sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness,
and this correct view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is
intact, universal, and that man is pure and holy.
4.

306 : 32-6

The parent of all human discord was the Adam-dream, the deep sleep, in which originated the
delusion that life and intelligence proceeded from and passed into matter. This pantheistic error,
or so-called serpent, insists still upon the opposite of Truth, saying, "Ye shall be as gods;" that
is, I will make error as real and eternal as Truth.
5.

538 : 30-15

Eve's declaration, "I have gotten a man from the Lord," supposes God to be the author of sin and
sin's progeny. This false sense of existence is fratricidal. In the words of Jesus, it (evil, devil) is
"a murderer from the beginning." Error begins by reckoning life as separate from Spirit, thus
sapping the foundations of immortality, as if life and immortality were something which matter
can both give and take away.
What can be the standard of good, of Spirit, of Life, or of Truth, if they produce their opposites,
such as evil, matter, error, and death? God could never impart an element of evil, and man
possesses nothing which he has not derived from God. How then has man a basis for wrongdoing? Whence does he obtain the propensity or power to do evil? Has Spirit resigned to matter
the government of the universe?
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540 : 28-5

Cain is the type of mortal and material man, conceived in sin and "shapen in iniquity;" he is not
the type of Truth and Love. Material in origin and sense, he brings a material offering to God.
Abel takes his offering from the firstlings of the flock. A lamb is a more animate form of
existence, and more nearly resembles a mind-offering than does Cain's fruit. Jealous of his
brother's gift, Cain seeks Abel's life, instead of making his own gift a higher tribute to the Most
High.
7.

579 : 8-9

ABEL. Watchfulness; self-offering; surrendering to the creator the early fruits of experience.
8.

541 : 9-26

Had God more respect for the homage bestowed through a gentle animal than for the worship
expressed by Cain's fruit? No; but the lamb was a more spiritual type of even the human concept
of Love than the herbs of the ground could be.
Genesis iv. 8.

Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

The erroneous belief that life, substance, and intelligence can be material ruptures the life and
brotherhood of man at the very outset.
Genesis iv. 9. And the Lord [Jehovah] said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I
know not: Am I my brother's keeper?

Here the serpentine lie invents new forms. At first it usurps divine power. It is supposed to say
in the first instance, "Ye shall be as gods." Now it repudiates even the human duty of man
towards his brother.
9.

542 : 29-16

The sinful misconception of Life as something less than God, having no truth to support it, falls
back upon itself. This error, after reaching the climax of suffering, yields to Truth and returns to
dust; but it is only mortal man and not the real man, who dies. The image of Spirit cannot be
effaced, since it is the idea of Truth and changes not, but becomes more beautifully apparent at
error's demise.
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In divine Science, the material man is shut out from the presence of God. The five corporeal
senses cannot take cognizance of Spirit. They cannot come into His presence, and must dwell in
dreamland, until mortals arrive at the understanding that material life, with all its sin, sickness,
and death, is an illusion, against which divine Science is engaged in a warfare of extermination.
The great verities of existence are never excluded by falsity.
10.

545 : 7-13, 15-20, 31-1

The condemnation of mortals to till the ground means this, — that mortals should so improve
material belief by thought tending spiritually upward as to destroy materiality. Man, created by
God, was given dominion over the whole earth. The notion of a material universe is utterly
opposed to the theory of man as evolved from Mind. …Error tills the whole ground in this
material theory, which is entirely a false view, destructive to existence and happiness. Outside of
Christian Science all is vague and hypothetical, the opposite of Truth; yet this opposite, in its
false view of God and man, impudently demands a blessing.
"As in Adam [error] all die, even so in Christ [Truth] shall all be made alive." The mortality of
man is a myth, for man is immortal.
11.

548 : 2-8

Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes through the sacred pages the spiritual
sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In this Science, we discover man in the image and
likeness of God. We see that man has never lost his spiritual estate and his eternal harmony.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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SUNDAY MAY 15, 2016

SUBJECT—MORTALS AND IMMORTALS
GOLDEN TEXT: MATTHEW 5 : 48

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

RESPONSIVE READING: II Corinthians 5 : 1-8

1.

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2.

For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven:

3.

If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

4.

For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

5.

Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us
the earnest of the Spirit.

6.

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we
are absent from the Lord:

7.

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

8.

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present
with the Lord.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Job 33 : 4

4

The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.

2.

I John 3 : 2

2

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

3.

John 5 : 1-9

1

After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew
tongue Bethesda, having five porches.

3

In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the
moving of the water.

4

For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water:
whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of
whatsoever disease he had.

5

And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.

6

When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith
unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?

7

The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put
me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.

8

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

9

And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the
same day was the sabbath.
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4.

Matthew 10 : 1, 5-8, 16-20, 28

1

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease.

5

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

6

But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

7

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

8

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received,
freely give.

16

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents,
and harmless as doves.

17

But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge
you in their synagogues;

18

And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against
them and the Gentiles.

19

But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be
given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.

20

For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.

28

And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

5.

I Corinthians 15 : 51-54

51

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
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54

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.

6.

Romans 8 : 13-15

13

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live.

14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

15

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

7.

I Peter 1 : 22-25 (to 1st .)

22

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

23

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.

24

For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

25

But the word of the Lord endureth for ever.

8.

II Corinthians 5 : 16, 17

16

Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.

9.

Revelation 21 : 1, 3-7

1

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.

3

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.
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4

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.

5

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write: for these words are true and faithful.

6

And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

7

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

Science and Health
1.

344 : 7 (God)-8

…God has created man in His own image and after His likeness.
2.

554 : 3 (the)-7

…the universe, inclusive of man, is as eternal as God, who is its divine immortal Principle.
There is no such thing as mortality, nor are there properly any mortal beings, because being is
immortal, like Deity, — or, rather, being and Deity are inseparable.
3.

259 : 6-14, 19-21

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ
Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their
poor thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and
dying. The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect
Principle and idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and
demonstration.
Understanding this, Jesus said: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect."
4.

209 : 1-4

Man, being immortal, has a perfect indestructible life. It is the mortal belief which makes the
body discordant and diseased in proportion as ignorance, fear, or human will governs mortals.
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289 : 8-13

A wicked mortal is not the idea of God. He is little else than the expression of error. To suppose
that sin, lust, hatred, envy, hypocrisy, revenge, have life abiding in them, is a terrible mistake.
Life and Life's idea, Truth and Truth's idea, never make men sick, sinful, or mortal.
6.

250 : 6-13

Mortal existence is a dream; mortal existence has no real entity, but saith "It is I." Spirit is the
Ego which never dreams, but understands all things; which never errs, and is ever conscious;
which never believes, but knows; which is never born and never dies. Spiritual man is the
likeness of this Ego. Man is not God, but like a ray of light which comes from the sun, man, the
outcome of God, reflects God.
7.

476 : 32-5

Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man
appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct
view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact, universal, and
that man is pure and holy.
8.

477 : 9 (To)-18

To the five corporeal senses, man appears to be matter and mind united; but Christian Science
reveals man as the idea of God, and declares the corporeal senses to be mortal and erring
illusions. Divine Science shows it to be impossible that a material body, though interwoven with
matter's highest stratum, misnamed mind, should be man, — the genuine and perfect man, the
immortal idea of being, indestructible and eternal. Were it otherwise, man would be annihilated.
9.

63 : 5-11

In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure constitute his ancestry.
His origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor does he pass through material
conditions prior to reaching intelligence. Spirit is his primitive and ultimate source of being;
God is his Father, and Life is the law of his being.
10.

216 : 11-21, 28-1

The understanding that the Ego is Mind, and that there is but one Mind or intelligence, begins at
once to destroy the errors of mortal sense and to supply the truth of immortal sense. This
understanding makes the body harmonious; it makes the nerves, bones, brain, etc., servants,
instead of masters. If man is governed by the law of divine Mind, his body is in submission to
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everlasting Life and Truth and Love. The great mistake of mortals is to suppose that man, God's
image and likeness, is both matter and Spirit, both good and evil.
When you say, "Man's body is material," I say with Paul: Be "willing rather to be absent from
the body, and to be present with the Lord." Give up your material belief of mind in matter, and
have but one Mind, even God; for this Mind forms its own likeness.
11.

14 : 9-22

To be "with the Lord" is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely governed by
divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.
Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither
in nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in
sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is
controlled by spiritual Life, Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: "He
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; . . . because I go unto my Father," —
[because the Ego is absent from the body, and present with Truth and Love.]
12.

302 : 15 (harmonious)-24

…harmonious and immortal man has existed forever, and is always beyond and above the
mortal illusion of any life, substance, and intelligence as existent in matter. This statement is
based on fact, not fable. The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is
perfect, because the Soul, or Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of all being,
and because this real man is governed by Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the
so-called laws of matter.
13.

253 : 32-8

The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to
perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run,
and not be weary; . . .walk, and not faint," who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or
attain slowly and yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle
between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory won.
14.

254 : 12-15

Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to
continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of being, is doing much.
15.

428 : 22-23

The great spiritual fact must be brought out that man is, not shall be, perfect and immortal.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

SUNDAY MAY 22, 2016

SUBJECT—SOUL AND BODY
GOLDEN TEXT: I CORINTHIANS 6 : 20

“Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Proverbs 2 : 1-5, 10, 11
Proverbs 3 : 8

1.

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;

2.

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;

3.

Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

4.

If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

5.

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

10.

When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;

11.

Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:

8.

It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Zephaniah 3 : 17

17

The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee
with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

2.

Isaiah 58 : 10, 11

10

And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy
light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday:

11

And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat
thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose
waters fail not.

3.

Isaiah 61 : 10, 11

10

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as
a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her
jewels.

11

For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown
in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.

4.

Deuteronomy 4 : 9

9

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which
thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach
them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons.

5.

Matthew 4 : 23 (to 2nd ,)

23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
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6.

Matthew 5 : 1, 2

1

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him:

2

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

7.

Matthew 6 : 22-33

22

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light.

23

But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

24

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

25

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment?

26

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

27

Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

28

And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin:

29

And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these.

30

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast
into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

31

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

32

(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.
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33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.

8.

Matthew 8 : 14-16

14

And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a
fever.

15

And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them.

16

When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils:
and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:

9.

Romans 8 : 1, 2

1

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

10.

II Corinthians 5 : 1-6, 8

1

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2

For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven:

3

If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

4

For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

5

Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us
the earnest of the Spirit.

6

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we
are absent from the Lord:
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8

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present
with the Lord.

11.

Romans 12 : 1, 2

1

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Science and Health
1.

477 : 22-24, 26-29

Soul is the substance, Life, and intelligence of man, which is individualized, but not in matter.
Man is the expression of Soul. The Indians caught some glimpses of the underlying reality,
when they called a certain beautiful lake "the smile of the Great Spirit."
2.

60 : 29-3

Soul has infinite resources with which to bless mankind, and happiness would be more readily
attained and would be more secure in our keeping, if sought in Soul. Higher enjoyments alone
can satisfy the cravings of immortal man. We cannot circumscribe happiness within the limits of
personal sense. The senses confer no real enjoyment.
3.

530 : 5-12

In divine Science, man is sustained by God, the divine Principle of being. The earth, at God's
command, brings forth food for man's use. Knowing this, Jesus once said, "Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink," — presuming not on the prerogative of his
creator, but recognizing God, the Father and Mother of all, as able to feed and clothe man as He
doth the lilies.
4.

482 : 3-5, 9-11 (to ;)

Human thought has adulterated the meaning of the word soul through the hypothesis that soul is
both an evil and a good intelligence, resident in matter.…As used in Christian Science, Soul is
properly the synonym of Spirit, or God;
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2016
SUBJECT: SOUL AND BODY

5.

Page 6

307 : 25 (The)-30

The divine Mind is the Soul of man, and gives man dominion over all things. Man was not
created from a material basis, nor bidden to obey material laws which Spirit never made; his
province is in spiritual statutes, in the higher law of Mind.
6.

228 : 20-29 (to 2nd .)

If we follow the command of our Master, "Take no thought for your life," we shall never depend
on bodily conditions, structure, or economy, but we shall be masters of the body, dictate its
terms, and form and control it with Truth.
There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other
power is to dishonor God. The humble Nazarene overthrew the supposition that sin, sickness,
and death have power. He proved them powerless.
7.

365 : 7-14

The benign thought of Jesus, finding utterance in such words as "Take no thought for your life,"
would heal the sick, and so enable them to rise above the supposed necessity for physical
thought-taking and doctoring; but if the unselfish affections be lacking, and common sense and
common humanity are disregarded, what mental quality remains, with which to evoke healing
from the outstretched arm of righteousness?
8.

62 : 22-26

The divine Mind, which forms the bud and blossom, will care for the human body, even as it
clothes the lily; but let no mortal interfere with God's government by thrusting in the laws of
erring, human concepts.
9.

381 : 20-12

Think less of the enactments of mortal mind, and you will sooner grasp man's God-given
dominion. You must understand your way out of human theories relating to health, or you will
never believe that you are quite free from some ailment. The harmony and immortality of man
will never be reached without the understanding that Mind is not in matter. Let us banish
sickness as an outlaw, and abide by the rule of perpetual harmony, — God's law. It is man's
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moral right to annul an unjust sentence, a sentence never inflicted by divine authority.
Christ Jesus overruled the error which would impose penalties for transgressions of the physical
laws of health; he annulled supposed laws of matter, opposed to the harmonies of Spirit, lacking
divine authority and having only human approval for their sanction.
If half the attention given to hygiene were given to the study of Christian Science and to the
spiritualization of thought, this alone would usher in the millennium. Constant bathing and
rubbing to alter the secretions or to remove unhealthy exhalations from the cuticle receive a
useful rebuke from Jesus' precept, "Take no thought . . . for the body." We must beware of
making clean merely the outside of the platter.
10.

383 : 3-11

We need a clean body and a clean mind, — a body rendered pure by Mind as well as washed by
water. One says: "I take good care of my body." To do this, the pure and exalting influence of
the divine Mind on the body is requisite, and the Christian Scientist takes the best care of his
body when he leaves it most out of his thought, and, like the Apostle Paul, is "willing rather to
be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord."
11.

125 : 12-20

As human thought changes from one stage to another of conscious pain and painlessness, sorrow
and joy, — from fear to hope and from faith to understanding, — the visible manifestation will
at last be man governed by Soul, not by material sense. Reflecting God's government, man is
self-governed. When subordinate to the divine Spirit, man cannot be controlled by sin or death,
thus proving our material theories about laws of health to be valueless.
12.

167 : 20-31

The "flesh lusteth against the Spirit." The flesh and Spirit can no more unite in action, than good
can coincide with evil. It is not wise to take a halting and half-way position or to expect to work
equally with Spirit and matter, Truth and error. There is but one way — namely, God and His
idea — which leads to spiritual being. The scientific government of the body must be attained
through the divine Mind. It is impossible to gain control over the body in any other way. On this
fundamental point, timid conservatism is absolutely inadmissible. Only through radical reliance
on Truth can scientific healing power be realized.
13.

273 : 18 only

Man is harmonious when governed by Soul.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

SUNDAY MAY 29, 2016

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS
MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED
GOLDEN TEXT: DANIEL 4 : 35

“He doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 32 : 1, 2, 7-11

1.

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

2.

Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there
is no guile.

7.

Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me
about with songs of deliverance.

8.

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with
mine eye.

9.

Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must
be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.

10.

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall
compass him about.

11.

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright
in heart.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2016
SUBJECT: ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS MESMERISM
AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED

Page 2

LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1.

Psalm 119 : 1-3, 18

1

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.

2

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.

3

They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.

18

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.

2.

Numbers 22 : 1-3 (to :), 5, 6 (to 1st :), 7, 12, 21, 22 (to 1st .), 23, 31, 34, 35, 38

1

And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on this side
Jordan by Jericho.

2

And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.

3

And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many:

5

He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the
river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a
people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over
against me:

6

Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me:

7

And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination
in their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak.

12

And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people:
for they are blessed.

21

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of
Moab.
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22

And God’s anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the
way for an adversary against him.

23

And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his
hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote
the ass, to turn her into the way.

31

Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in
the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on
his face.

34

And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou
stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back
again.

35

And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I
shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.

38

And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to
say any thing? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak.

3.

Numbers 24 : 1, 10, 12, 13

1

And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not, as at other
times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness.

10

And Balak’s anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands together: and
Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast
altogether blessed them these three times.

12

And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers which thou sentest unto
me, saying,

13

If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the
commandment of the LORD, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but what the
LORD saith, that will I speak?

4.

I Samuel 15 : 22 (Behold), 23 (to 1st .)

22

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.
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23

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

5.

Jeremiah 7 : 23 (Obey)

23

…Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all
the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you.

6.

Revelation 1 : 1 (to 1st ,), 4 (to :), 10, 11 (to 1st ,)

1

The Revelation of Jesus Christ,

4

John to the seven churches which are in Asia:

10

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

11

Saying,

7.

Revelation 2 : 12 (to) (to 1st ;), 13, 14 (to 3rd ,), 16, 17 (to ;)

12

…to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;

13

I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest
fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

14

But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine
of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel,

16

Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword
of my mouth.

17

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;

8.

Ephesians 5 : 1, 6-10, 15-17

1

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

6

Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of
God upon the children of disobedience.
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7

Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

8

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of
light:

9

(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

10

Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

15

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16

Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17

Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

9.

I Peter 2 : 15

15

For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men:

10.

I Peter 3 : 8, 10-12 (to :), 13

8

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous:

10

For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his
lips that they speak no guile:

11

Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers:

13

And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?

Science and Health
1.

471 : 18-19

God is infinite, therefore ever present, and there is no other power nor presence.
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256 : 19-23

Who is it that demands our obedience? He who, in the language of Scripture, "doeth according
to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His
hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?"
3.

202 : 3-5

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and
God's will must be universally done.
4.

111 : 3 (I)-5

…I find the will, or sensuous reason of the human mind, to be opposed to the divine Mind as
expressed through divine Science.
5.

597 : 20-26

WILL. The motive-power of error; mortal belief; animal power. The might and wisdom of God.
"For this is the will of God." (I Thessalonians iv. 3.)
Will, as a quality of so-called mortal mind, is a wrong-doer; hence it should not be confounded
with the term as applied to Mind or to one of God's qualities.
6.

490 : 4-11

Human will is an animal propensity, not a faculty of Soul. Hence it cannot govern man aright.
Christian Science reveals Truth and Love as the motive-powers of man. Will — blind, stubborn,
and headlong — cooperates with appetite and passion. From this cooperation arises its evil.
From this also comes its powerlessness, since all power belongs to God, good.
7.

446 : 27-30

The exercise of will brings on a hypnotic state, detrimental to health and integrity of thought.
This must therefore be watched and guarded against.
8.

234 : 9-12, 17-3

We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard against false beliefs as
watchfully as we bar our doors against the approach of thieves and murderers.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.

BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2016
SUBJECT: ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS MESMERISM
AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED

Page 7

If mortals would keep proper ward over mortal mind, the brood of evils which infest it would be
cleared out. We must begin with this so-called mind and empty it of sin and sickness, or sin and
sickness will never cease. The present codes of human systems disappoint the weary searcher
after a divine theology, adequate to the right education of human thought.
Sin and disease must be thought before they can be manifested. You must control evil thoughts
in the first instance, or they will control you in the second. Jesus declared that to look with
desire on forbidden objects was to break a moral precept. He laid great stress on the action of the
human mind, unseen to the senses.
Evil thoughts and aims reach no farther and do no more harm than one's belief permits. Evil
thoughts, lusts, and malicious purposes cannot go forth, like wandering pollen, from one human
mind to another, finding unsuspected lodgment, if virtue and truth build a strong defence.
9.

103 : 29-2

In reality there is no mortal mind, and consequently no transference of mortal thought and willpower. Life and being are of God. In Christian Science, man can do no harm, for scientific
thoughts are true thoughts, passing from God to man.
10.

104 : 13-18

Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action, and reveals the theodicy which indicates
the rightness of all divine action, as the emanation of divine Mind, and the consequent
wrongness of the opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism, necromancy, mesmerism, animal
magnetism, hypnotism.
11.

144 : 16-18

Willing the sick to recover is not the metaphysical practice of Christian Science, but is sheer
animal magnetism.
12.

185 : 22-20

Jesus cast out evil and healed the sick, not only without drugs, but without hypnotism, which is
the reverse of ethical and pathological Truth-power.
Erroneous mental practice may seem for a time to benefit the sick, but the recovery is not
permanent. This is because erroneous methods act on and through the material stratum of the
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human mind, called brain, which is but a mortal consolidation of material mentality and its
suppositional activities.
A patient under the influence of mortal mind is healed only by removing the influence on him of
this mind, by emptying his thought of the false stimulus and reaction of will-power and filling it
with the divine energies of Truth.
Christian Science destroys material beliefs through the understanding of Spirit, and the
thoroughness of this work determines health. Erring human mind-forces can work only evil
under whatever name or pretence they are employed; for Spirit and matter, good and evil, light
and darkness, cannot mingle.
Evil is a negation, because it is the absence of truth. It is nothing, because it is the absence of
something. It is unreal, because it presupposes the absence of God, the omnipotent and
omnipresent. Every mortal must learn that there is neither power nor reality in evil.
Evil is self-assertive. It says: "I am a real entity, overmastering good." This falsehood should
strip evil of all pretensions. The only power of evil is to destroy itself. It can never destroy one
iota of good.
13.

187 : 22 (There)-24

There is no involuntary action. The divine Mind includes all action and volition, and man in
Science is governed by this Mind.
14.

251 : 15-27

We must learn how mankind govern the body, — whether through faith in hygiene, in drugs, or
in will-power. We should learn whether they govern the body through a belief in the necessity
of sickness and death, sin and pardon, or govern it from the higher understanding that the divine
Mind makes perfect, acts upon the so-called human mind through truth, leads the human mind to
relinquish all error, to find the divine Mind to be the only Mind, and the healer of sin, disease,
death. This process of higher spiritual understanding improves mankind until error disappears,
and nothing is left which deserves to perish or to be punished.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts
Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of
the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a
Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to
be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty
It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.
Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6
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