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SUNDAY MARCH 27, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—REALITY 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: ROMANS 12 : 2 

 

 
 

“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed  

by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that  

good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Isaiah 42 : 5-9 

 

 

5.  Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that 

spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the 

people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 

 

6.  I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 

thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 

 

7.  To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 

darkness out of the prison house. 

 

8.  I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my 

praise to graven images. 

 

9.  Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they 

spring forth I tell you of them.  
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  John 1 : 1-5 

 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

 
2  The same was in the beginning with God.  

 
3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.  

 
4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  

 
5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.   

 

2.  Ephesians 5 : 8-10 

 
8  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of 

light:  

 
9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)  

 
10  Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 

 

3.  Matthew 15 : 21-31 

21  Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.  

22  And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, 

saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed 

with a devil.  

23  But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send 

her away; for she crieth after us.  

24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  

25  Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.  
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26  But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to 

dogs.  

27  And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ 

table.  

28  Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even 

as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

29  And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and went up into 

a mountain, and sat down there.  

30  And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, 

dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them:  

31  Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to 

be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel. 

4.  Matthew 5 : 1, 2, 8, 48 

1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 

disciples came unto him:  

2  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

8  Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

48  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

5.  Matthew 9 : 18, 19, 23-26 

 
18  While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and 

worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon 

her, and she shall live.  

 
19  And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 

 
23  And when Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw the minstrels and the people 

making a noise,  
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24  He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed 

him to scorn.  

 
25  But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid 

arose.  
 

26  And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. 

 

6.  Colossians 3 : 1, 2, 14-17 

 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on 

the right hand of God.  

 
2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

 
14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  

 
15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; 

and be ye thankful.  

 
16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 

Lord.  

 
17  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

7.  II Corinthians 4 : 1-6 

 
1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;  

 
2  But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor 

handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.  

 
3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  

 
4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 

light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  
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5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 

Jesus’ sake.  
 
6  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

8.  II Timothy 3 : 14 (continue)-17 
 
14  …continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing 

of whom thou hast learned them;  
 
15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 

wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  
 
16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness:  
 
17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1.  331 : 11 (The)-13, 18 (He)-25 
 
The Scriptures imply that God is All-in-all. From this it follows that nothing possesses reality 

nor existence except the divine Mind and His ideas. 
 
 He is divine Principle, Love, the universal cause, the only creator, and there is no other self-

existence. He is all-inclusive, and is reflected by all that is real and eternal and by nothing else. 

He fills all space, and it is impossible to conceive of such omnipresence and individuality except 

as infinite Spirit or Mind. Hence all is Spirit and spiritual. 
 

2.  262 : 5-7 
 
Christian Science takes naught from the perfection of God, but it ascribes to Him the entire 

glory. 
 
3.  414 : 26-31 
 
Keep in mind the verity of being, — that man is the image and likeness of God, in whom all 

being is painless and permanent. Remember that man's perfection is real and unimpeachable, 

whereas imperfection is blameworthy, unreal, and is not brought about by divine Love. 
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4.  353 : 16 (Perfection)-24 

 

Perfection underlies reality. Without perfection, nothing is wholly real. All things will continue 

to disappear, until perfection appears and reality is reached. We must give up the spectral at all 

points. We must not continue to admit the somethingness of superstition, but we must yield up  

all belief in it and be wise. When we learn that error is not real, we shall be ready for progress, 

"forgetting those things which are behind."  
 

5.  168 : 15-23 
 
Because man-made systems insist that man becomes sick and useless, suffers and dies, all in 

consonance with the laws of God, are we to believe it? Are we to believe an authority which 

denies God's spiritual command relating to perfection, — an authority which Jesus proved to be 

false? He did the will of the Father. He healed sickness in defiance of what is called material 

law, but in accordance with God's law, the law of Mind. 
 

6.  476 : 32-8 
 
Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man 

appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct 

view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact, universal, and 

that man is pure and holy. Man is not a material habitation for Soul; he is himself spiritual. Soul, 

being Spirit, is seen in nothing imperfect nor material. 
 

7.  253 : 32-15 
 
The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to 

perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run, 

and not be weary; . . .walk, and not faint," who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or 

attain slowly and yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle 

between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or being 

clothed materially before the spiritual facts of existence are gained step by step, is not 

legitimate. When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. 

Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to 

continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of being, is doing much. 
 
8.  289 : 8-13 
 
A wicked mortal is not the idea of God. He is little else than the expression of error. To suppose 

that sin, lust, hatred, envy, hypocrisy, revenge, have life abiding in them, is a terrible mistake. 

Life and Life's idea, Truth and Truth's idea, never make men sick, sinful, or mortal. 
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9.  272 : 3-8 

 

The spiritual sense of truth must be gained before Truth can be understood. This sense is 

assimilated only as we are honest, unselfish, loving, and meek. In the soil of an "honest and 

good heart" the seed must be sown; else it beareth not much fruit, for the swinish element in 

human nature uproots it. 

 

10.  269 : 9-14, 17-28 

 

Human philosophy has made God manlike. Christian Science makes man Godlike. The first is 

error; the latter is truth. Metaphysics is above physics, and matter does not enter into 

metaphysical premises or conclusions. The categories of metaphysics rest on one basis, the 

divine Mind. 

 

These ideas are perfectly real and tangible to spiritual consciousness, and they have this 

advantage over the objects and thoughts of material sense, — they are good and eternal. 

  

The testimony of the material senses is neither absolute nor divine. I therefore plant myself 

unreservedly on the teachings of Jesus, of his apostles, of the prophets, and on the testimony of 

the Science of Mind. Other foundations there are none. All other systems — systems based 

wholly or partly on knowledge gained through the material senses — are reeds shaken by the 

wind, not houses built on the rock.  

 

11.  343 : 14-20 

 

Jesus strips all disguise from error, when his teachings are fully understood. By parable and 

argument he explains the impossibility of good producing evil; and he also scientifically 

demonstrates this great fact, proving by what are wrongly called miracles, that sin, sickness, and 

death are beliefs — illusive errors — which he could and did destroy. 

 

12.  242 : 9-14 

 

There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It is 

to know no other reality — to have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and His 

reflection, and to rise superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses. 

 

13.  323 : 32-6 

 

Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders thought 

receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them 
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disappear, — this disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of 

sense and self is a proof of progress. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God." 

 

14.  264 : 28-31 

 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall 

behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


