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SUNDAY MARCH 13, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—SUBSTANCE 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: PHILIPPIANS 4 : 19 

 

 
 

“My God shall supply all your need 

according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 78 : 1, 4, 12, 15, 25, 72 

 

 

1.  Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

 

4.  We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises 

of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 

 

12.  Marvellous things did he in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field of 

Zoan. 

 

15.  He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths. 

 

25.  Man did eat angels’ food: he sent them meat to the full. 

 

72.  So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skilfulness 

of his hands. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Deuteronomy 28 : 1-6 

1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy 

God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that 

the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:  

2  And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto 

the voice of the LORD thy God. 

3  Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. 

4  Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy 

cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 

5  Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. 

6  Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest 

out. 

2.  Matthew 19 : 1, 16-22 

  
1 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from 

Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judæa beyond Jordan; 

 
16  And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I 

may have eternal life?  

 
17  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 

God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.  

 
18  He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit 

adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,  

 
19  Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  
 

20  The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack 

I yet?  
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21  Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the 

poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.  

 
22  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great 

possessions. 

 

3.  Matthew 6 : 19-21 

 
19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves break through and steal:  

 
20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 

and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  

 
21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

4.  Luke 12 : 13-15, 22-24, 27-32 

 
13  And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the 

inheritance with me.  

 
14  And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?  

 
15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life 

consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

 
22  And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 

what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.  

 
23  The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.  

 
24  Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor 

barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? 

 
27  Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  

 
28  If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the 

oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?  
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29  And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.  
 
30  For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that 

ye have need of these things.  
 
31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.  
 
32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
 
5.  II Corinthians 8 : 7, 9, 12-15, 21 
 
7  Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 

diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
 
9  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 

sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
 
12  For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not 

according to that he hath not.  
 
13  For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: 
 
14  But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, 

that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality:  
 
15  As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had 

gathered little had no lack. 
 
21  Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 
 
6.  I Corinthians 3 : 7 
 
7  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth 

the increase. 
 
7.  Psalm 119 : 65, 66, 72 
 
65  Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, O LORD, according unto thy word. 
 

66  Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments. 

 
72  The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver. 
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Science and Health 
 

1.  494 : 10-17 (to ,) 

 

Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine 

that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period 

of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good. 

  

The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as 

well as the infinite ability of Spirit, 

 

2.  335 : 7 (Spirit)-15 

 

Spirit, God, has created all in and of Himself. Spirit never created matter. There is nothing in 

Spirit out of which matter could be made, for, as the Bible declares, without the Logos, the 

AEon or Word of God, "was not anything made that was made." Spirit is the only substance, the 

invisible and indivisible infinite God. Things spiritual and eternal are substantial. Things 

material and temporal are insubstantial.  

 

3.  530 : 5-12 

 

In divine Science, man is sustained by God, the divine Principle of being. The earth, at God's 

command, brings forth food for man's use. Knowing this, Jesus once said, "Take no thought for 

your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink," — presuming not on the prerogative of his 

creator, but recognizing God, the Father and Mother of all, as able to feed and clothe man as He 

doth the lilies. 

 

4.  135 : 17-20 

 

There is to-day danger of repeating the offence of the Jews by limiting the Holy One of Israel 

and asking: "Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?" What cannot God do? 

 

5.  12 : 27-4 

 

Does Deity interpose in behalf of one worshipper, and not help another who offers the same 

measure of prayer? If the sick recover because they pray or are prayed for audibly, only 

petitioners (per se or by proxy) should get well. In divine Science, where prayers are mental, all 

may avail themselves of God as "a very present help in trouble." Love is impartial and universal 

in its adaptation and bestowals. It is the open fount which cries, "Ho, every one that thirsteth, 

come ye to the waters."  



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2016                                                                   Page 6  
SUBJECT: SUBSTANCE 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

 6.  13 : 10-12, 14-17 (to 2nd ,) 

 

If our petitions are sincere, we labor for what we ask; and our Father, who seeth in secret, will 

reward us openly.… Even if prayer is sincere, God knows our need before we tell Him or our  

fellow-beings about it. If we cherish the desire honestly and silently and humbly, God will bless it, 

 

7.  7 : 23 (God)-26 

 

God is not influenced by man. The "divine ear" is not an auditory nerve. It is the all-hearing and 

all-knowing Mind, to whom each need of man is always known and by whom it will be 

supplied. 

 

8.  4 : 3-5 

 

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 

meekness, love, and good deeds. 

 

9.  181 : 21-4 

 

If you are too material to love the Science of Mind and are satisfied with good words instead of 

effects, if you adhere to error and are afraid to trust Truth, the question then recurs, "Adam, 

where art thou?" It is unnecessary to resort to aught besides Mind in order to satisfy the sick that 

you are doing something for them, for if they are cured, they generally know it and are satisfied. 

 

"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." If you have more faith in drugs than in 

Truth, this faith will incline you to the side of matter and error. Any hypnotic power you may 

exercise will diminish your ability to become a Scientist, and vice versa. The act of healing the 

sick through divine Mind alone, of casting out error with Truth, shows your position as a 

Christian Scientist. 

 

10.  451 : 14-18 

 

Man walks in the direction towards which he looks, and where his treasure is, there will his 

heart be also. If our hopes and affections are spiritual, they come from above, not from beneath, 

and they bear as of old the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

11.  241 : 5-11, 19-24 

 

Sensual treasures are laid up "where moth and rust doth corrupt." Mortality is their doom. Sin 

breaks in upon them, and carries off their fleeting joys. The sensualist's affections are as 
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imaginary, whimsical, and unreal as his pleasures. Falsehood, envy, hypocrisy, malice, hate, 

revenge, and so forth, steal away the treasures of Truth. 

 

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing 

sickness and destroying sin. Our Master said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." 

 

One's aim, a point beyond faith, should be to find the footsteps of Truth, the way to health and 

holiness. 
 

12.  213 : 9-15 

 

God, good, is self-existent and self-expressed, though indefinable as a whole. Every step 

towards goodness is a departure from materiality, and is a tendency towards God, Spirit. 

Material theories partially paralyze this attraction towards infinite and eternal good by an 

opposite attraction towards the finite, temporary, and discordant.  

 

13.  170 : 7-17 

 

Did Jesus understand the economy of man less than Graham or Cutter? Christian ideas certainly 

present what human theories exclude — the Principle of man's harmony. The text, "Whosoever  

liveth and believeth in me shall never die," not only contradicts human systems, but points to the 

self-sustaining and eternal Truth. 

 

The demands of Truth are spiritual, and reach the body through Mind. The best interpreter of 

man's needs said: "Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink." 

 

14.  239 : 5-10, 16-22 

 

Take away wealth, fame, and social organizations, which weigh not one jot in the balance of 

God, and we get clearer views of Principle. Break up cliques, level wealth with honesty, let 

worth be judged according to wisdom, and we get better views of humanity. 

 

To ascertain our progress, we must learn where our affections are placed and whom we 

acknowledge and obey as God. If divine Love is becoming nearer, dearer, and more real to us, 

matter is then submitting to Spirit. The objects we pursue and the spirit we manifest reveal our 

standpoint, and show what we are winning. 
 

15.  337 : 7-8 (to ;) 

 

For true happiness, man must harmonize with his Principle, divine Love ….  
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


