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SUNDAY DECEMBER 4, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—GOD THE ONLY CAUSE AND CREATOR 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: PROVERBS 16 : 4 

 

 
 

“The LORD hath made all things for himself.” 

 
  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Genesis 1 : 1, 11, 24-28, 31 

 

 

1.  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

 

11.  And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb  yielding seed, and the fruit tree 

yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 

 

24.  And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 

creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 

 

25.  And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every 

thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 

 

26.  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

 

27.  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 

female created he them. 

 

28.  And God blessed them. 

 

31.  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  John 1 : 1, 3, 4 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 
3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.  

 
4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

 

2.  James 1 : 16-18 

 
16  Do not err, my beloved brethren.  

 
17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father 

of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  

 
18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits 

of his creatures. 

 

3.  Ecclesiastes 3 : 11 (to :), 17 

 
11  He hath made every thing beautiful in his time:  

 
17  I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time 

there for every purpose and for every work. 

 

4.  Luke 1 : 5-8, 11 (there)-14, 16-19, 23-25, 57-60, 66 (And the) 

 
5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judæa, a certain priest named Zacharias, of 

the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her 

name was Elisabeth.  

 
6  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 

ordinances of the Lord blameless. 
 

7  And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well 

stricken in years.  
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8  And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of 

his course, 
 
11  …there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of 

incense.  
 
12  And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.  
 
13  But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife 

Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.  
 
14  And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 
 
16  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 
 
17  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the 

fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a 

people prepared for the Lord. 
 
18  And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and 

my wife well stricken in years.  
 
19  And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; 

and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. 
 
23  And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he 

departed to his own house. 
 
24  And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying,  
 
25  Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my 

reproach among men. 
 
57  Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a 

son.  
 
58  And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon 

her; and they rejoiced with her.  

 
59  And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they 

called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.  

 
60  And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John. 
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66  …And the hand of the Lord was with him. 

 

5.  Ephesians 1 : 3, 9, 10 

 
3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 

spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
 

9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 

which he hath purposed in himself:  
 

10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things 

in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him. 

 

6.  I Corinthians 3 : 16, 18-23 

 
16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

 
18  Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let 

him become a fool, that he may be wise.  

 
19  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise 

in their own craftiness.  

 
20  And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.  

 
21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;  

 
22  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 

things to come; all are yours;  

 
23  And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s. 

 

7.  Ephesians 3 : 1 (I), 14-19 

 
1  …I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 

 
14  For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 
15  Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,  
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16  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 

might by his Spirit in the inner man;  

 
17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in 

love,  

 
18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 

height;  

 
19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 

the fulness of God. 

 

8.  II Timothy 1 : 7-9 

 
7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 

mind.  

 
8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but 

be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;  

 
9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

world began. 

 

 

Science and Health 
 

1.  502 : 27-5 

 

The creative Principle — Life, Truth, and Love — is God. The universe reflects God. There is 

but one creator and one creation. This creation consists of the unfolding of spiritual ideas and 

their identities, which are embraced in the infinite Mind and forever reflected. These ideas range 

from the infinitesimal to infinity, and the highest ideas are the sons and daughters of God. 

 

2.  510 : 28-6 

 

Science reveals only one Mind, and this one shining by its own light and governing the universe, 

including man, in perfect harmony. This Mind forms ideas, its own images, subdivides and 

radiates their borrowed light, intelligence, and so explains the Scripture phrase, "whose seed is 
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in itself." Thus God's ideas "multiply and replenish the earth." The divine Mind supports the 

sublimity, magnitude, and infinitude of spiritual creation. 
 
3.  275 : 10-19 
 
To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the 

divine Principle of all that really is. Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the 

Scriptural names for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and 

effect belong to God. These are His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine 

Principle, Love. No wisdom is wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is 

Life but the divine; no good is, but the good God bestows.  
 
4.  69 : 6-7 
 
Mortals can never understand God's creation while believing that man is a creator.  
 
5.  171 : 12-22 
 
Mind's control over the universe, including man, is no longer an open question, but is 

demonstrable Science. Jesus illustrated the divine Principle and the power of immortal Mind by 

healing sickness and sin and destroying the foundations of death.  
 
Mistaking his origin and nature, man believes himself to be combined matter and Spirit. He 

believes that Spirit is sifted through matter, carried on a nerve, exposed to ejection by the 

operation of matter. The intellectual, the moral, the spiritual, — yea, the image of infinite Mind, 

— subject to non-intelligence!  
 
6.  259 : 22-31 
 
Mortal thought transmits its own images, and forms its offspring after human illusions. God, 

Spirit, works spiritually, not materially. Brain or matter never formed a human concept. 

Vibration is not intelligence; hence it is not a creator. Immortal ideas, pure, perfect, and 

enduring, are transmitted by the divine Mind through divine Science, which corrects error with 

truth and demands spiritual thoughts, divine concepts, to the end that they may produce 

harmonious results. 
 

7.  257 : 6-11 
 
The theory that Spirit is not the only substance and creator is pantheistic heterodoxy, which 

ultimates in sickness, sin, and death; it is the belief in a bodily soul and a material mind, a soul 

governed by the body and a mind in matter. This belief is shallow pantheism. 
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8.  507 : 18-21, 24-29 
 
The tree and herb do not yield fruit because of any propagating power of their own, but because 

they reflect the Mind which includes all. 
 
Infinite Mind creates and governs all, from the mental molecule to infinity. This divine Principle 

of all expresses Science and art throughout His creation, and the immortality of man and the  

universe. Creation is ever appearing, and must ever continue to appear from the nature of its 

inexhaustible source. 
 

9.  206 : 25-31 
 
Can there be any birth or death for man, the spiritual image and likeness of God? Instead of God 

sending sickness and death, He destroys them, and brings to light immortality. Omnipotent and 

infinite Mind made all and includes all. This Mind does not make mistakes and subsequently 

correct them. God does not cause man to sin, to be sick, or to die. 
 
10.  262 : 9-16, 31-32 
 
We cannot fathom the nature and quality of God's creation by diving into the shallows of mortal 

belief. We must reverse our feeble flutterings — our efforts to find life and truth in matter — 

and rise above the testimony of the material senses, above the mortal to the immortal idea of 

God. These clearer, higher views inspire the God-like man to reach the absolute centre and 

circumference of his being. 
 
Cause does not exist in matter, in mortal mind, or in physical forms. 
 
11.  263 : 20-31 
 
There can be but one creator, who has created all. Whatever seems to be a new creation, is but 

the discovery of some distant idea of Truth; else it is a new multiplication or self-division of 

mortal thought, as when some finite sense peers from its cloister with amazement and attempts 

to pattern the infinite. 
 
The multiplication of a human and mortal sense of persons and things is not creation. A sensual 

thought, like an atom of dust thrown into the face of spiritual immensity, is dense blindness 

instead of a scientific eternal consciousness of creation. 
 

12.  516 : 9-23 
 
God fashions all things, after His own likeness. Life is reflected in existence, Truth in 

truthfulness, God in goodness, which impart their own peace and permanence. Love, redolent 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016                                                                   Page 8  
SUBJECT: GOD THE ONLY CAUSE AND CREATOR 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

with unselfishness, bathes all in beauty and light. The grass beneath our feet silently exclaims, 

"The meek shall inherit the earth." The modest arbutus sends her sweet breath to heaven. The 

great rock gives shadow and shelter. The sunlight glints from the church-dome, glances into the 

prison-cell, glides into the sick-chamber, brightens the flower, beautifies the landscape, blesses 

the earth. Man, made in His likeness, possesses and reflects God's dominion over all the earth. 

Man and woman as coexistent and eternal with God forever reflect, in glorified quality, the 

infinite Father-Mother God. 

 

13.  519 : 3-6 

 

Deity was satisfied with His work. How could He be otherwise, since the spiritual creation was 

the outgrowth, the emanation, of His infinite self-containment and immortal wisdom? 

 

14.  264 : 28-31 

 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall 

behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 11, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 31 : 23 

 

 
 

“O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth  

the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.” 

 
  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 62 : 5-8, 11, 12 

 

 

5.  My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. 

 

6.  He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. 

 

7.  In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 

 

8.  Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him. 

 

11.  God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God. 

 

12.  Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to 

his work. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1.  II Samuel 22 : 31 (the word)-33 

 
31   …the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him. 
 

32  For who is God, save the LORD? and who is a rock, save our God? 
 

33  God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect. 

 

2.  II Chronicles 32 : 1 (Sennacherib)-4, 6, 8, 10 (to 1st ,), 17 (As), 19-23 

 
1 …Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and encamped against the 

fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself.  

 
2  And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, and that he was purposed to fight 

against Jerusalem,  

 
3  He took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains 

which were without the city: and they did help him. 

 
4  So there was gathered much people together, who stopped all the fountains, and the brook 

that ran through the midst of the land, saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come, and 

find much water? 

 
6  And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered them together to him in the 

street of the gate of the city, and spake comfortably to them, saying, 

 
8  With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight our 

battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 

 
10  Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria,  

 
17  …As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered their people out of mine 

hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine hand. 

 
19  And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the 

earth, which were the work of the hands of man.  
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20  And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed 

and cried to heaven. 

 
21  And the LORD sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders 

and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his 

own land. And when he was come into the house of his god, they that came forth of his 

own bowels slew him there with the sword.  

 
22  Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of 

Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided them on 

every side.  

 
23  And many brought gifts unto the LORD to Jerusalem, and presents to Hezekiah king of 

Judah: so that he was magnified in the sight of all nations from thenceforth. 

 

3.  Isaiah 45 : 20-22 

 
20  Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: 

they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a 

god that cannot save. 
 

21  Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this 

from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no 

God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. 
 

22  Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none 

else. 

 

4.  Luke 4 : 1 (to 1st ,) 

 
1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,  

 

5.  Luke 9 : 38, 39, 42, 43 (to .) 

 
38  And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon 

my son: for he is mine only child.  

 
39  And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth 

again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him. 
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42  And as he was yet a-coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus 

rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father. 
 

43  And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God.  

 

6.  Revelation 1 : 1 (to 2nd ,) 

 
1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him,  

 

7.  Revelation 21 : 1-7 

 
1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 

passed away; and there was no more sea.  
 

2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
 

3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God.  
 

4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 

passed away. 
 

5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 

Write: for these words are true and faithful.  
 

6  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
 

7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

 

 

Science and Health 
 

1.  224 : 22-4 

 

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals 

in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open 
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or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of 

old to the patriarch at noonday?  
 
Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, "Slavery is 

abolished." The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine 

Love. What is this supposed power, which opposes itself to God? Whence cometh it? What is it 

that binds man with iron shackles to sin, sickness, and death? Whatever enslaves man is opposed 

to the divine government. Truth makes man free. 
 

2.  315 : 29-11 
 
Wearing in part a human form (that is, as it seemed to mortal view), being conceived by a 

human mother, Jesus was the mediator between Spirit and the flesh, between Truth and error. 

Explaining and demonstrating the way of divine Science, he became the way of salvation to all 

who accepted his word. From him mortals may learn how to escape from evil. The real man 

being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal 

selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his relation to God, and to recognize the divine 

sonship. Christ, Truth, was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over the 

flesh, — to show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon the human mind and body, 

healing sickness and destroying sin. 
 
3.  494 : 2-14 
 
Jesus said: "Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Mind] will raise it up;" and he did 

this for tired humanity's reassurance. 
 
Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for 

himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal harmony? 

But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met 

and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the 

divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all 

mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good. 
 

4.  230 : 1-10 
 
If sickness is real, it belongs to immortality; if true, it is a part of Truth. Would you attempt with 

drugs, or without, to destroy a quality or condition of Truth? But if sickness and sin are 

illusions, the awakening from this mortal dream, or illusion, will bring us into health, holiness, 

and immortality. This awakening is the forever coming of Christ, the advanced appearing of 

Truth, which casts out error and heals the sick. This is the salvation which comes through God, 

the divine Principle, Love, as demonstrated by Jesus. 
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5.  377 : 26-7 

 

The cause of all so-called disease is mental, a mortal fear, a mistaken belief or conviction of the 

necessity and power of ill-health; also a fear that Mind is helpless to defend the life of man and 

incompetent to control it. Without this ignorant human belief, any circumstance is of itself 

powerless to produce suffering. It is latent belief in disease, as well as the fear of disease, which 

associates sickness with certain circumstances and causes the two to appear conjoined, even as 

poetry and music are reproduced in union by human memory. Disease has no intelligence. 

Unwittingly you sentence yourself to suffer. The understanding of this will enable you to 

commute this self-sentence, and meet every circumstance with truth. Disease is less than mind, 

and Mind can control it.  

 

6.  166 : 23-32 

 

Failing to recover health through adherence to physiology and hygiene, the despairing invalid 

often drops them, and in his extremity and only as a last resort, turns to God. The invalid's faith 

in the divine Mind is less than in drugs, air, and exercise, or he would have resorted to Mind 

first. The balance of power is conceded to be with matter by most of the medical systems; but 

when Mind at last asserts its mastery over sin, disease, and death, then is man found to be 

harmonious and immortal. 

 

7.  285 : 23-31 

 

By interpreting God as a corporeal Saviour but not as the saving Principle, or divine Love, we 

shall continue to seek salvation through pardon and not through reform, and resort to matter 

instead of Spirit for the cure of the sick. As mortals reach, through knowledge of Christian 

Science, a higher sense, they will seek to learn, not from matter, but from the divine Principle, 

God, how to demonstrate the Christ, Truth, as the healing and saving power. 

 

8.  55 : 15-26 

 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 

sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 

Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the 

healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises 

will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and 

whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and 

is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 18, 2016 

 
SUBJECT—IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN,  

           EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE? 
 

GOLDEN TEXT AMOS 4: 13 

 

  
“He that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man  

what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the  

high places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.” 

 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 33 : 1, 4-9 

Psalm 146 : 5, 6 

 

1.  Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright. 

 

4.  For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth. 

 

5.  He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. 

 

6.  By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath 

of his mouth. 

 

7.  He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in 

storehouses. 

 

8. Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 

 

9.  For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast. 

 

5.  Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God: 

 

6.  Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for 

ever. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Genesis 1 : 1, 3, 26-28 (to :), 31 (to 1st .) 

 
1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

 
3  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

 
26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  

 
27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 

female created he them.  

 
28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 

the earth, and subdue it:  

 
31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.  

 

2.  Exodus 3 : 1 (to 1st ,), 7, 8 (to ;), 14 (to :) 

 
1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law,  

 
7  And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, 

and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;  

 
8  And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them 

up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey;  
 

14  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM:  

 

3.  Exodus 12 : 41, 51 

 
41  And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day 

it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 
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51  And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring the children of Israel out of 

the land of Egypt by their armies. 

 

4.  Exodus 14 : 5, 6, 15 (to 1st ,), 15 (speak), 19-22, 30, 31 

 
5  And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his 

servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we done this, that we 

have let Israel go from serving us?  

 
6  And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: 

 
15  And the LORD said unto Moses, …speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: 

 
19  And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind 

them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:  

 
20  And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a 

cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not 

near the other all the night.  

 
21  And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to 

go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters 

were divided. 

 
22  And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the 

waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 

 
30  Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.  
 

31  And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people 

feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses. 

 

5.  Psalm 114 : 1, 3, 5-7 

 
1  When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language; 

 
3 The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back. 
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5  What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 
 

6  Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like lambs? 
 

7  Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob; 

 

6.  Matthew 14 : 22 (to 1st ,), 23 (to :), 24-33 

 
22  And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship,  

 
23  And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray:  

 
24  But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was 

contrary.  

 
25  And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.  

 
26  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a 

spirit; and they cried out for fear.  

 
27  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.  
 

28  And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the 

water. 

 
29  And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the 

water, to go to Jesus.  

 
30  But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, 

saying, Lord, save me.  

 
31  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O 

thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  

 
32  And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 
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33  Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the 

Son of God. 

 

7.  Revelation 21 : 6, 7 

 
6  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.  

 
7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  228 : 25-27 

 

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other 

power is to dishonor God. 

 

2.  295 : 5-8 

 

God creates and governs the universe, including man. The universe is filled with spiritual ideas, 

which He evolves, and they are obedient to the Mind that makes them. 

 

3.  597 : 27-29 

 

WIND. That which indicates the might of omnipotence and the movements of God's spiritual 

government, encompassing all things. 

 

4.  547 : 25-30 

 

The true theory of the universe, including man, is not in material history but in spiritual 

development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, and mortal theory of the 

universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal. 

 

5.  240 : 1-11 

 

Nature voices natural, spiritual law and divine Love, but human belief misinterprets nature. 

Arctic regions, sunny tropics, giant hills, winged winds, mighty billows, verdant vales, festive 

flowers, and glorious heavens, — all point to Mind, the spiritual intelligence they reflect. The 
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floral apostles are hieroglyphs of Deity. Suns and planets teach grand lessons. The stars make 

night beautiful, and the leaflet turns naturally towards the light. 

 

In the order of Science, in which the Principle is above what it reflects, all is one grand concord. 

 

6.  123 : 30-12 

 

Christian Science differs from material science, but not on that account is it less scientific. On 

the contrary, Christian Science is pre-eminently scientific, being based on Truth, the Principle of 

all science. 

  

Physical science (so-called) is human knowledge, — a law of mortal mind, a blind belief, a 

Samson shorn of his strength. When this human belief lacks organizations to support it, its 

foundations are gone. Having neither moral might, spiritual basis, nor holy Principle of its own, 

this belief mistakes effect for cause and seeks to find life and intelligence in matter, thus limiting 

Life and holding fast to discord and death. In a word, human belief is a blind conclusion from 

material reasoning. 

 

7.  124 : 14-31 

 

The universe, like man, is to be interpreted by Science from its divine Principle, God, and then it 

can be understood; but when explained on the basis of physical sense and represented as subject 

to growth, maturity, and decay, the universe, like man, is, and must continue to be, an enigma. 

 

Adhesion, cohesion, and attraction are properties of Mind. They belong to divine Principle, and 

support the equipoise of that thought-force, which launched the earth in its orbit and said to the 

proud wave, "Thus far and no farther."  

 

Spirit is the life, substance, and continuity of all things. We tread on forces. Withdraw them, and 

creation must collapse. Human knowledge calls them forces of matter; but divine Science 

declares that they belong wholly to divine Mind, are inherent in this Mind, and so restores them 

to their rightful home and classification. 

 

8.  293 : 13-31 

 

The material so-called gases and forces are counterfeits of the spiritual forces of divine Mind, 

whose potency is Truth, whose attraction is Love, whose adhesion and cohesion are Life, 

perpetuating the eternal facts of being. Electricity is the sharp surplus of materiality which coun- 

terfeits the true essence of spirituality or truth, — the great difference being that electricity is not 

intelligent, while spiritual truth is Mind. 
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There is no vapid fury of mortal mind — expressed in earthquake, wind, wave, lightning, fire, 

bestial ferocity— and this so-called mind is self-destroyed. The manifestations of evil, which 

counterfeit divine justice, are called in the Scriptures, "The anger of the Lord." In reality, they 

show the self-destruction of error or matter and point to matter's opposite, the strength and 

permanency of Spirit. Christian Science brings to light Truth and its supremacy, universal har- 

mony, the entireness of God, good, and the nothingness of evil. 

 

9.  134 : 14-17, 21-10 

 

Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed strong in times of trouble. Devoid of the 

Christ-power, how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ or the miracles of grace? 

 

The true Logos is demonstrably Christian Science, the natural law of harmony which overcomes 

discord, — not because this Science is supernatural or preternatural, nor because it is an 

infraction of divine law, but because it is the immutable law of God, good. Jesus said: "I knew 

that Thou hearest me always;" and he raised Lazarus from the dead, stilled the tempest, healed 

the sick, walked on the water. There is divine authority for believing in the superiority of 

spiritual power over material resistance. 

 

A miracle fulfils God's law, but does not violate that law. This fact at present seems more 

mysterious than the miracle itself. The Psalmist sang: "What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou 

fleddest? Thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and 

ye little hills, like lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the 

God of Jacob." The miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the 

Science of God's unchangeable law. Spiritual evolution alone is worthy of the exercise of divine 

power. 

 

10.  135 : 17-20 

 

There is to-day danger of repeating the offence of the Jews by limiting the Holy One of Israel 

and asking: "Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?" What cannot God do? 

 

11.  503 : 10-15 

 

In the universe of Truth, matter is unknown. No supposition of error enters there. Divine 

Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, "God is All-in-all," and 

the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 25, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: ISAIAH 9 : 6 

 

 
 

“For unto us a child is born, and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller,  

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

 
,  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: John 3 : 16-21 

 

 

16.  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 

17.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 

him might be saved. 

 

18.  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 

already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

 

19.  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

 

20.  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 

should be reproved. 

 

21.  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 

are wrought in God. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  John 1 : 1, 4, 5, 9, 13, 14, 16, 17 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 
4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  

 
5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

 
9  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

 
13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 

God.  

 
14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 

as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 
16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.  
 

17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

 

2.  Isaiah 7 : 14 

 
14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 

3.  Luke 2 : 4 (to 1st ,), 4 (unto) (to ;), 5, 7 (to ;), 8-14, 16-19, 21 (to 2nd ,), 40, 42, 43,  

46-48 (to 3rd ,), 48 (thy)-52 

 
4  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, …unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem;  
 

5  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

 
7  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger;  
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8  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night.  

 
9  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid.  

 
10  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people.  

 
11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  

 
12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger.  

 
13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 

and saying,  

 
14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 
16  And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  

 
17  And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child.  

 
18  And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds.  

 
19  But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

 
21  And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was 

called JESUS,  

 
40  And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 

was upon him. 

 
42  And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the 

feast.  

 
43  And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 

Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 
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46  And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.  

 
47  And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.  

 
48  And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, …thy 

father and I have sought thee sorrowing.  

 
49  And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 

Father’s business?  

 
50  And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.  

 
51  And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his 

mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  

 
52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 

 

4.  Matthew 15 : 29-31 

 
29  And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and went up into 

a mountain, and sat down there.  

 
30  And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, 

dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them:  

 
31  Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to 

be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel. 

 

5.  Galatians 4 : 1-6 (to 2nd ,), 7 

 
1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though 

he be lord of all;  
 

2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.  
 

3  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:  

 
4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 

made under the law,  
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5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  

 
6  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,  

 
7  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ. 

 

6.  John 13 : 10 (to saith) 

 
10  Jesus saith … 

 

7.  John 14 : 1 (ye), 6 (I), 10 (the words), 12 (He), 13, 15 

 
1 …ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

 
6  …I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

 
10  …the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in 

me, he doeth the works. 

 
12  …He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 

these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  

 
13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 

in the Son. 

 
15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  vii : 1-12 

 

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings. The wakeful shepherd 

beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a risen day. So shone the 

pale star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came where, in cradled 

obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to 

benighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till across a night of error 

should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding star of being. The Wisemen were led to 

behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting the way to eternal harmony.  
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2.  316 : 12 only 
 
Jesus represented Christ, the true idea of God.  
 
3.  52 : 1-2 (to 1st .) 
 
From early boyhood he was about his "Father's business." 
 

4.  332 : 23 (Jesus)-29, 32-2 
 
Jesus was the son of a virgin. He was appointed to speak God's word and to appear to mortals in 

such a form of humanity as they could understand as well as perceive. Mary's conception of him 

was spiritual, for only purity could reflect Truth and Love, which were plainly incarnate in the 

good and pure Christ Jesus. 
 
Thus it is that Christ illustrates the coincidence, or spiritual agreement, between God and man in 

His image. 
 
5.  333 : 3 (The)-15, 17 (the Christ)-23 
 
The word Christ is not properly a synonym for Jesus, though it is commonly so used. Jesus was 

a human name, which belonged to him in common with other Hebrew boys and men, for it is 

identical with the name Joshua, the renowned Hebrew leader. On the other hand, Christ is not a 

name so much as the divine title of Jesus. Christ expresses God's spiritual, eternal nature. The 

name is synonymous with Messiah, and alludes to the spirituality which is taught, illustrated, 

and demonstrated in the life of which Christ Jesus was the embodiment. The proper name of our 

Master in the Greek was Jesus the Christ; but Christ Jesus better signifies the Godlike. 
 
…the Christ is without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both 

before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — 

has come with some measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. 
 

6.  146 : 31-13 
 
Divine metaphysics is now reduced to a system, to a form comprehensible by and adapted to the 

thought of the age in which we live. This system enables the learner to demonstrate the divine 

Principle, upon which Jesus' healing was based, and the sacred rules for its present application to 

the cure of disease. 
 
Late in the nineteenth century I demonstrated the divine rules of Christian Science. They were 

submitted to the broadest practical test, and everywhere, when honestly applied under 

circumstances where demonstration was humanly possible, this Science showed that Truth had 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2016                                                                   Page 7  
SUBJECT: CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

lost none of its divine and healing efficacy, even though centuries had passed away since Jesus 

practised these rules on the hills of Judaea and in the valleys of Galilee.  
 

7.  138 : 18-22, 25-26 
 
Christians are under as direct orders now, as they were then, to be Christlike, to possess the 

Christ-spirit, to follow the Christ-example, and to heal the sick as well as the sinning. …The 

Christian can prove this to-day as readily is it was proved centuries ago. 
 
8.  350 : 6-15 
 
To understand all our Master's sayings as recorded in the New Testament, sayings infinitely 

important, his followers must grow into that stature of manhood in Christ Jesus which enables 

them to interpret his spiritual meaning. Then they know how Truth casts out error and heals the 

sick. His words were the offspring of his deeds, both of which must be understood. Unless the 

works are comprehended which his words explained, the words are blind. 
 
9.  150 : 4-17 
 
To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Science, 

instead of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the gospel of "on earth 

peace, good-will toward men." This coming, as was promised by the Master, is for its 

establishment as a permanent dispensation among men; but the mission of Christian Science 

now, as in the time of its earlier demonstration, is not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as 

then, signs and wonders are wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical disease; but these 

signs are only to demonstrate its divine origin, — to attest the reality of the higher mission of the 

Christ-power to take away the sins of the world. 
 

10.  326 : 3-5, 8-14, 16-21 
 
If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the way of God's appointing. Jesus said, "He 

that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also." …All nature teaches God's love to 

man, but man cannot love God supremely and set his whole affections on spiritual things, while 

loving the material or trusting in it more than in the spiritual.  

We must forsake the foundation of material systems, however time-honored, if we would gain 

the Christ as our only Saviour. 
 
The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you have started as 

you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian Science, and nothing but 

wrong intention can hinder your advancement. Working and praying with true motives, your 

Father will open the way. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 
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