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SUNDAY DECEMBER 11, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: PSALM 31 : 23 

 

 
 

“O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth  

the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.” 

 
  

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 62 : 5-8, 11, 12 

 

 

5.  My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. 

 

6.  He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. 

 

7.  In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 

 

8.  Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him. 

 

11.  God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God. 

 

12.  Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to 

his work. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1.  II Samuel 22 : 31 (the word)-33 

 
31   …the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him. 
 

32  For who is God, save the LORD? and who is a rock, save our God? 
 

33  God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect. 

 

2.  II Chronicles 32 : 1 (Sennacherib)-4, 6, 8, 10 (to 1st ,), 17 (As), 19-23 

 
1 …Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and encamped against the 

fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself.  

 
2  And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, and that he was purposed to fight 

against Jerusalem,  

 
3  He took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains 

which were without the city: and they did help him. 

 
4  So there was gathered much people together, who stopped all the fountains, and the brook 

that ran through the midst of the land, saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come, and 

find much water? 

 
6  And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered them together to him in the 

street of the gate of the city, and spake comfortably to them, saying, 

 
8  With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight our 

battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 

 
10  Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria,  

 
17  …As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered their people out of mine 

hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine hand. 

 
19  And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the 

earth, which were the work of the hands of man.  
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20  And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed 

and cried to heaven. 

 
21  And the LORD sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders 

and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his 

own land. And when he was come into the house of his god, they that came forth of his 

own bowels slew him there with the sword.  

 
22  Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of 

Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided them on 

every side.  

 
23  And many brought gifts unto the LORD to Jerusalem, and presents to Hezekiah king of 

Judah: so that he was magnified in the sight of all nations from thenceforth. 

 

3.  Isaiah 45 : 20-22 

 
20  Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: 

they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a 

god that cannot save. 
 

21  Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this 

from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no 

God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. 
 

22  Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none 

else. 

 

4.  Luke 4 : 1 (to 1st ,) 

 
1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,  

 

5.  Luke 9 : 38, 39, 42, 43 (to .) 

 
38  And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon 

my son: for he is mine only child.  

 
39  And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth 

again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him. 
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42  And as he was yet a-coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus 

rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father. 
 

43  And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God.  

 

6.  Revelation 1 : 1 (to 2nd ,) 

 
1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him,  

 

7.  Revelation 21 : 1-7 

 
1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 

passed away; and there was no more sea.  
 

2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
 

3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God.  
 

4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 

passed away. 
 

5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 

Write: for these words are true and faithful.  
 

6  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
 

7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

 

 

Science and Health 
 

1.  224 : 22-4 

 

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals 

in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open 
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or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of 

old to the patriarch at noonday?  
 
Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, "Slavery is 

abolished." The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine 

Love. What is this supposed power, which opposes itself to God? Whence cometh it? What is it 

that binds man with iron shackles to sin, sickness, and death? Whatever enslaves man is opposed 

to the divine government. Truth makes man free. 
 

2.  315 : 29-11 
 
Wearing in part a human form (that is, as it seemed to mortal view), being conceived by a 

human mother, Jesus was the mediator between Spirit and the flesh, between Truth and error. 

Explaining and demonstrating the way of divine Science, he became the way of salvation to all 

who accepted his word. From him mortals may learn how to escape from evil. The real man 

being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal 

selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his relation to God, and to recognize the divine 

sonship. Christ, Truth, was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over the 

flesh, — to show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon the human mind and body, 

healing sickness and destroying sin. 
 
3.  494 : 2-14 
 
Jesus said: "Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Mind] will raise it up;" and he did 

this for tired humanity's reassurance. 
 
Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for 

himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal harmony? 

But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met 

and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the 

divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all 

mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good. 
 

4.  230 : 1-10 
 
If sickness is real, it belongs to immortality; if true, it is a part of Truth. Would you attempt with 

drugs, or without, to destroy a quality or condition of Truth? But if sickness and sin are 

illusions, the awakening from this mortal dream, or illusion, will bring us into health, holiness, 

and immortality. This awakening is the forever coming of Christ, the advanced appearing of 

Truth, which casts out error and heals the sick. This is the salvation which comes through God, 

the divine Principle, Love, as demonstrated by Jesus. 
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5.  377 : 26-7 

 

The cause of all so-called disease is mental, a mortal fear, a mistaken belief or conviction of the 

necessity and power of ill-health; also a fear that Mind is helpless to defend the life of man and 

incompetent to control it. Without this ignorant human belief, any circumstance is of itself 

powerless to produce suffering. It is latent belief in disease, as well as the fear of disease, which 

associates sickness with certain circumstances and causes the two to appear conjoined, even as 

poetry and music are reproduced in union by human memory. Disease has no intelligence. 

Unwittingly you sentence yourself to suffer. The understanding of this will enable you to 

commute this self-sentence, and meet every circumstance with truth. Disease is less than mind, 

and Mind can control it.  

 

6.  166 : 23-32 

 

Failing to recover health through adherence to physiology and hygiene, the despairing invalid 

often drops them, and in his extremity and only as a last resort, turns to God. The invalid's faith 

in the divine Mind is less than in drugs, air, and exercise, or he would have resorted to Mind 

first. The balance of power is conceded to be with matter by most of the medical systems; but 

when Mind at last asserts its mastery over sin, disease, and death, then is man found to be 

harmonious and immortal. 

 

7.  285 : 23-31 

 

By interpreting God as a corporeal Saviour but not as the saving Principle, or divine Love, we 

shall continue to seek salvation through pardon and not through reform, and resort to matter 

instead of Spirit for the cure of the sick. As mortals reach, through knowledge of Christian 

Science, a higher sense, they will seek to learn, not from matter, but from the divine Principle, 

God, how to demonstrate the Christ, Truth, as the healing and saving power. 

 

8.  55 : 15-26 

 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 

sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 

Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the 

healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises 

will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and 

whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and 

is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


