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SUNDAY APRIL 17, 2016 

 
 

SUBJECT—DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT: II CORINTHIANS 6 : 16 

 

 
 

“Ye are the temple of the living God.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Romans 5 : 1-5, 11 

 

 

1.  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 

2.  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. 

 

3.  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience; 

 

4.  And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 

 

5.  And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 

the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

 

11.  We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 

atonement. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 

 
1.  Deuteronomy 18 : 15, 18 (and he) 

 
15  The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 

brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 

 
18  …and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 

 

2.  Zechariah 6 : 12 (Thus), 13, 15 (to 1st .) 
 

12  …Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The 

BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of 

the LORD: 

 
13  Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and 

rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace 

shall be between them both. 

 
15  And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall 

know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you.  
 
3.  Matthew 4 : 17 
 
17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand. 
 
4.  Luke 17 : 20, 21 
 
20  And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he 

answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  
 
21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within 

you. 
 
5.  Matthew 7 : 21, 24, 25 
 

21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 

he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
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24  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto 

a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:  

 
25  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 

house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

 

6.  Luke 4 : 14-21, 38-40 

 
14  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of 

him through all the region round about. 

15  And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 

went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.  

17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 

opened the book, he found the place where it was written,  

18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 

the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 

and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,  

19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes 

of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 

21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

38  And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon’s house. And Simon’s wife’s 

mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her.  

39  And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose 

and ministered unto them. 

40  Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought 

them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. 
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7.  John 5 : 19, 20 

 
19  Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do 

nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, 

these also doeth the Son likewise.  

 
20  For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will 

shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 

 

8.  John 12 : 44-46 

 
44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent 

me.  

 
45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.  

 
46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in 

darkness. 

 

9.  I Corinthians 3 : 9-11, 13, 16-18, 20, 21, 23 

 
9  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. 

10  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have 

laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he 

buildeth thereupon. 

11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 
13  Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 

revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 

16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  

17  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is 

holy, which temple ye are. 

18  Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let 

him become a fool, that he may be wise. 

20  And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.  
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21  Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 

23  And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s. 

 

Science and Health 

 

1.  497 : 13-15 (to ;) 

 

We acknowledge Jesus' atonement as the evidence of divine, efficacious Love, unfolding man's 

unity with God through Christ Jesus the Way-shower; 

 

2.  336 : 14-16, 25 (God)-26, 28-31 

 

The spiritual man's consciousness and individuality are reflections of God. They are the 

emanations of Him who is Life, Truth, and Love. 

 

God, the divine Principle of man, and man in God's likeness are inseparable, harmonious, and 

eternal. …God and man are not the same, but in the order of divine Science, God and man 

coexist and are eternal. God is the parent Mind, and man is God's spiritual offspring.  

 

3.  18 : 13-11 

 

The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine Principle of 

Christ is God, and how can God propitiate Himself? Christ is Truth, which reaches no higher 

than itself. The fountain can rise no higher than its source. Christ, Truth, could conciliate no 

nature above his own, derived from the eternal Love. It was therefore Christ's purpose to 

reconcile man to God, not God to man. Love and Truth are not at war with God's image and 

likeness. Man cannot exceed divine Love, and so atone for himself. Even Christ cannot 

reconcile Truth to error, for Truth and error are irreconcilable. Jesus aided in reconciling man to 

God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer 

sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and death by the law of Spirit, — the 

law of divine Love. 

 

4.  19 : 17-26 

 

Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed, 

will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner 

continues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — in the at-

one-ment with God, — for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and 
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enables man to do the will of wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the divine 

Principle of the teachings and practice of our Master have no part in God. 

 

5.  332 : 32 (Christ)-2 

 

…Christ illustrates the coincidence, or spiritual agreement, between God and man in His image. 

 

6.  596 : 3-6 

 

Paganism and agnosticism may define Deity as "the great unknowable;" but Christian Science 

brings God much nearer to man, and makes Him better known as the All-in-all, forever near. 

 

7.  471 : 6-9 (to ;), 13-19 

 

The unlikeness of Truth, — named error, — the opposite of Science, and the evidence before 

the five corporeal senses, afford no indication of the grand facts of being; 

 

The facts of divine Science should be admitted, — although the evidence as to these facts is not 

supported by evil, by matter, or by material sense, — because the evidence that God and man 

coexist is fully sustained by spiritual sense. Man is, and forever has been, God's reflection. God 

is infinite, therefore ever present, and there is no other power nor presence. 

 

8.  353 : 2-12 

 

Sin, disease, whatever seems real to material sense, is unreal in divine Science. The physical 

senses and Science have ever been antagonistic, and they will so continue, till the testimony of 

the physical senses yields entirely to Christian Science.  

  

How can a Christian, having the stronger evidence of Truth which contradicts the evidence of 

error, think of the latter as real or true, either in the form of sickness or of sin? All must admit 

that Christ is "the way, the truth, and the life," and that omnipotent Truth certainly does destroy 

error.  

 

9.  292 : 7-12, 19-31 

 

Truth will be to us "the resurrection and the life" only as it destroys all error and the belief that 

Mind, the only immortality of man, can be fettered by the body, and Life be controlled by death. 

A sinful, sick, and dying mortal is not the likeness of God, the perfect and eternal. 
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Explaining the origin of material man and mortal mind, Jesus said: "Why do ye not understand 

my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father, the devil [evil], and 

the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 

truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is 

a liar, and the father of it." 

  

This carnal material mentality, misnamed mind, is mortal. Therefore man would be annihilated, 

were it not for the spiritual real man's indissoluble connection with his God, which Jesus 

brought to light. 

 

10.  491 : 7-16 

 

Material man is made up of involuntary and voluntary error, of a negative right and a positive 

wrong, the latter calling itself right. Man's spiritual individuality is never wrong. It is the 

likeness of man's Maker. Matter cannot connect mortals with the true origin and facts of being, 

in which all must end. It is only by acknowledging the supremacy of Spirit, which annuls the 

claims of matter, that mortals can lay off mortality and find the indissoluble spiritual link which 

establishes man forever in the divine likeness, inseparable from his creator. 

 

11.  151 : 20-30 

 

Every function of the real man is governed by the divine Mind. The human mind has no power 

to kill or to cure, and it has no control over God's man. The divine Mind that made man 

maintains His own image and likeness. The human mind is opposed to God and must be put off, 

as St. Paul declares. All that really exists is the divine Mind and its idea, and in this Mind the 

entire being is found harmonious and eternal. The straight and narrow way is to see and 

acknowledge this fact, yield to this power, and follow the leadings of truth. 

 

12.  337 : 7-11 

 

 For true happiness, man must harmonize with his Principle, divine Love; the Son must be in 

accord with the Father, in conformity with Christ. According to divine Science, man is in a 

degree as perfect as the Mind that forms him. 
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THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 

 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of 

the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a 

Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to 

be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 

 

 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

 

 

 

 

 


